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**  We  Proteftants  ought  to  be  meek-fpirited,  till  we  are  allured  of 
the  honefty  of  our  anceftors ; for  covetoufnefs  and  circumvention 
make  no  good  motto  for  a coach.” 

Collier. 
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" I conceive  it  to  be  a facred  truth,  and  written  as  it  were  in  the 

tables  of  Fate That  the  Irifh  Protejiant  fhould  never  be  free% 

until  the  Irifh  Catholic  ceafed  to  be  a Jlave.” 

Mr.  Grattan Reply  to  Dublin  Volunteers,  1781. 
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L E T T E R,  See. 


UNDERSTANDING  that  a fnlicitude  refpe&ing  the  fecurity  of  Proteftant 
tenures,  fhould  the  Roman  Catboiips  be  reftored  to  their  parliamentary 
privileges,  has  lately  a good  deal  agitated  l'ome  liberal-minded  men  in  Uifter; 
a fplicitude  much  increakd  by  a general  perluafion  that  a map  now  lecrelly  ex- 
ifls,  deliheating  the  diftridts  and  manors  of  each  forfeiting  tamily — I take  the 
libcit''  of  addi effing  to  lo  mcreioriou- an  Affociation,  a few  pages  regarding  an 
apprehenfion  which  appear^  to  me  unfounded  and  delufive  ; and  powerfully  iub- 
verfive  or  the  prcl'ent  aulpicicus  and  progrtffive  interefts  of  this  late  emerging 
eountiy.  ■ And  1 remember  that  upon  moving  the  Addrels  to  Lord  Charlemont 
at  Belraft,  in  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  in  1784,  when  a few  luppol'ed  great 
authorities  of  the  day  wereagainft  us,  and  when  we  errried  it  by  means  of  the 
people,  in  oppolition  to  their  leaders,  the  only  argument  I had  to  combat  was  the 
tenor  of  forfeiture  : the  danger  of  the  chuich  was  not  mentioned,  nor  appre- 
hended : and  when  circular  letters  were,  in  np  very  dignified  manner  iecretly 
dilpatched  by  expreffes  to  Derry;  and  to  other  Volunteer  Aflemblies,  after- 
wards to  be  reviewed,  to  defeat  the  progrefs  of  that  munificent  fentiment, 
no  tear  but  that  or  forfeiture  was  inculcated — which  tmderhand  efforts  of  a 
fe*;,  luccefsful  for  the  time  againft  the  principles  of  the  many,  I recal  to 
your  recollection*  to  warn  you  againft  fimilar  attempts  and  confequences  in  fu- 
ture.— Confide  v.qt  in  aflfun^cd  authorities  * the  liberal  and  the  moderate,  upon 
their  own  principles , mult  be  With  you  ; and  the  higottedin  this  quejiion , how- 
ever learned,  or  amiable,  aie  to  be  pitied  ! and — to  be  laid  afide!-r-lf  they 
have  aught  fubllantial  to  offer,  let  them  come  forward  with  their  names,  and 
boldly  combat  and  confute  : tor  n<H  with  (landing  the  defeat  of  that  day,  wp 
perle<>ered  in  maintaining,  that  before  a laple  of  a dozen  years,  the  fentiment 
wi.uld  gain  ground  that  the  argument  of  policy  and  jufHce  would  fupcrlede 
the  operations  of  avarice  cr  of  zeal;  and  your  valuable  Affociation,  gentlemen, 
affords  an  honourable  iliutf ration  how  realonably  grounded  was  that  opinion — 
In  cher  firing  from  my  early  years  the  aupuft  idea  of  the  emancipation  of 
the  Catholics  from  a profligate,  miftaken,  pafficnate,  and  impolitic  larrago  of 
Hatutes  of  penalty  and  di fqualificaticn,  I have  frequently  inquired  into  the 
motives  of  my  own  mind,  why  I fhould  never  experience  apprehenfions  upon 
this  fubjedt,  in  common  with  many  feififh,  and  foroe  innocent  antagonifU  of 
fuch  a glorious  reflation  to  their  country ; — and  it  may  pardonably  be  objected 
againft  me,  f hat  poffi  fling,  from  rami' y decline,  inconsiderable  property  to  ha- 
zard, I could  not  be  liable  to  that  delicate  fenfe  of  danger  which  muft  come 
home  to  the  feelings  of  the  great  Proteftant  proprietor  : But  granting  I have 
little  comparatively,  at  ftake,  that  little  is  my  all ; and  I ftand  in  this  refpedl 
fimilarly  Fuuatcd.  with  the  major  tv  of  the  Proteftants— I hold  myfelf  open  to 
conviiftion  by  any  whp  will  be  at  the  trouble  to  confute  me;  and  I will  then 
readily  fubicribe  to  my  error  in  new  maintaining  that  fuch  an  apprehenfion  is 
a panic  infpi red  by  ifilc celled  men,  unlupported  by  argument,  and  unfounded 
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fcptm  the  authority  of  bill  or  y ; that  it  is  the  ihadovy.  which,  , by  tqo  hitentty 
gazing  upon,  may  induce  ua  to  rclihqttilh  the  fubftahce  ; and  that  it  ougltt  in- 
ftaStiy  and  univerfaliy  to  be  rejected  by  Iriftutien  ; and  finally  , return^'to  the 
Englifh  cabinet,  that  Jlorehoufe  of  projefls  for  dividing  barbarizing,  and  de- 
bilitating this  iflartd.-  ^iintroo  sfodw  5th  nsdw  ,1  asms!  oj  ;Lsd  og  biO 
“ Let  the  privilege  of  the;  peerage,,  the  cleft ive.franthifo,  soil the  capacity 
of  reprefentation  be  restored  to  the  Catb'olkki,  and  they  wijl  confipofe  a 
majority  in  parliament  who  will  revive  the  Court  of  Claims,  aqd  inftitute  an 
inquiry  into  dcfc&ive  titles,  and -an- invitation  ofri ateH*ffum ptfoa -ftfrafttygn t pro. 
^9 >ptitionJ*i'l~a siimq  oni  10 aaocJsbn qab  liu’upaldul  odj  oj  Jot sd  og  vadf  biQ  < 

Such  is  the  panic  which  bbftrufts  national  union -j  let  tts,  <,thc  refuse*  contem- 
plate the  extravagant  p-ofition  - and  icrut'rhiza  the^tibineli,  of  its  foundation. 

ft  is  judicioully  oblervedby  Dr.M'Kenna,  that  when  King  James's  Parlia- 
ment revived  the  Court  of  Claim?,  one  hundred  and  two  years  ago,  the- mat- 
ter  Was  taken  up  with  extreme  delicacy,  and  was  mojl.cautiaujly  proceeded  up- 
on : and  all  that  was  hazarded  was  to  re {lore  perfons  recently  difpojfffod  by 
«:  Cromwell : but  at  the  same  time  to  reimkurfe  all  ike  dpbeflturers  whom 
it  Jhould  be  found  neceffary  to  ejeft.  And  L chule'to  recal:  to  your  rccoll.eftion 
th  is  s 1 ng  ut  R e v 1 v a u of  the-Court  of  Claims,  whifih  was  .a  court  infti- 
tuted  by  the  Protefiant  government  under  Charles  II.  to  adjuft  titles  in  .Ireland, 
previous  to  the  aft  of  lettlement,  becaufe  it  is,  the  ftrong  hold  of  my  ^dnlago- 
nifts,  and  tlie  precedent  and  authority  .for  their  fears — And  yet,,  fince:  thirty- 
four  years  previous  to  that  reflation  of  the  Court  of  Claims,,  moderate  I may 
pardonably  term  it,  when  pafl'ed  by  men  heatedly  war  and  recent  injury,  the 
Cromwelian  proprietorshave  enjoyed, an  undifturbed  polTcffiqn.of  one  hundred 
and  forty-years  and  are*  now  additionally  fortified  and  Iknftioned  in  their  claim, 
by  a long  and  equally  interelfod  catalogue  of  tenants,  creditors,  and  connexions. 
— But  the  real  ctrcumflance-  of  this  revival  of  the  Court  of  Claims  was,  and 
fit  the  moment  of  its  pajfng  it  was  known  to  a few,  to  be  the  faft — to  Meliort,  to 
Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  to  Chief  Juftice  Herbert,  and  others,- — that  it  was  a 
barien,  political  wwqliirc*  for  ihexpucyyoic  ot~ keeping  together,  their  ainny,  and 
inereafiag  their  adherents  ♦ rrtealures  which  every  executive  body  is  compelled 
to  adopt  in  periods  of  doubt  and  dlflurbattce  c but  a meafurewhich  never  . would 
have  been,  b eea« f e ' ' p £ ob abl y , i t never -could  have  been  brought  into  effeft. 
As  the  greaf  Harrington,  forthepurpeje^ef  avhan, -once: propofed  a • refolutiorj 
in  the  Long  Parliament,  “ For  letting  out  the  realm  of  Ireland  for  ever  in  fee 
farm  to  the-  Jew-  r It  being  eithrr  the  vice  of.  the  ft  i mate,  of  the  foil,  or  the 
contagion,  ot  the  natives,  that  human  nattue  degenerated  when  - tra-afpla-nted 
int*  that  i (land.” — \ - <»>qqs  ntmlof  s fo  ibrib*>'oal  aria  io  bns 

And  what  does  King:  James  himfelf  deli  vet  from  the  throne  upon  this  (head, 
when  opening,  that  rrierribiable-and  patriotic  parliacnent.ri- 

“ l fhall  alfo  moll  readily  conlent  to  the  relieving  of  fuch  as  have  been  in- 
ii  jured  by  the  date  Afts  of  .Settlement,  asfdr  fortk&s  may  be honfflmto with 
reafon,  juft  ice,  andrhe  general  good  of.vy  peopkiV'*-*^  KmgV  fpeech 
to  both  Houles,  r/th-of  May,  1.489.)  - ' -■  - - 

i\  promile  of  general  good  to  his  people  more  fairly,  reiigi oufl y,  . and  effoft  u- 
ally  folldwed  up by*  the  manly  moderation  *o£  it  his  liibfequent  reioluttorr  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  than  many,  a more  explicit  declaration  of --the  pats  ina!  ad- 
vantage deliveredfrorn  that  .chair- by  many  » foccetking.Pfoteft'ant  vidcroy,  or 
•ns i<Sb^3»|tfof-^r3ddi rifmbn  ^rto^iB  bns  3olbu(ovl  io  no/ioq  t)ri)  or  •ioti3qu‘l  ?i  balls 
. rFor  a momentiwe, will. inquire  here,  what  this  Catholic  ipanliament  vm  ? — 
b3'ijkBdnext4iwlha36aitld9di?m-7^aiO  yJnqaCl  bipj  fo  yas.'sioat  nsdw  ,i9Dnaq2 

-It  was  in  t¥e  'plentaitadff;o£  power  ; rgntf  in  poffelHohfcf ;the ipirfoft  ttfitfepsk-Wg. — 

,,  ft  was  at  War  with  Gre^h Britain,  and  with  its  native  ‘jPjbteflaots=at  home. — 
It  was  in  alliance  \yith  France,  Italy  and  Spain,  and  its  aimy  was  crowded  with 
thefe.  national  .-trbopsvrriAqd^ft  things ''Werfean'. ^rtw'getnent^j property 
was  at  hazard  in  the  ftate,  ,to  fompt  and  to  fanfti<fevcapadltsy,  ,and'.arnbili^qtf~ 
Now,  upon  thh  fcewvak  ?f  the  GauY*  hfaCUjteR^ v?.het\did rfh«fe^f|;£olics 
H®  r—  -rr'-.  \>rs»v  ••  i't-.uu  u«— «i  lavs?  xmvlVD  ' 

ru 
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Did  they  go  back  to  the  incurfions  of  Strongbow  for  the  invalidation  of  titles, 

»ad  the  re-aflumption  of  tcrritory'from  the  occupiers  of  the  day  ? No  1 

Did  they  go  back  to  the  netareous  plunder  of  proprietors  in  poffedion  who 
were  Yorkitts,  under  Henry  VI 1.  >—w—No  ! 

Did  they  go  beck  to  Elizabeth  to  review  the  robberies  of  Lord  Deputy 

Mbfttjay,  and  the  prefident  ot  M under? No-1 

Did  they  go  back  to  James  I.  when  fix  whole  counties  were  deeiarpd  efche^ttd 
the  crown  in  the  fpace  of  -eight  days  — No  ! ~ 

DuJ  they  go  back  to  the  Afiatic  delpotil'm  ot  the nntolerable£traffdrd<,  who, 
in  his  circuit  into  Conaught,  invalidated  one  hundred  and  tfeirty-leven  patents 

to  Catholics  in  one  morning  ?■■■  - No  ! 

Did  they  go  back  to  the  lubfequcnt  depredations  of  the  puritan  Lords^Juftjces, 

in  the  fame  reign — Par  Ions,  ami  Meredyth,  and  Borlace  No  1 

Did  they  go  back  FORTY  YEARS  ?— No ! * 

They  inUituted  an  inquiry  into  the  titles  of  thofe,  many  of  (hem  living 
men,  who,  thirty-fix  years  before,  had  been  dilpcffefled  by  Cr  mwdl, 
the  murderer  of  their  lovereign; — ami  they  reloNed  “ That  resmburfemeut 

Jhoitld  be  yrade  to  dll deben  urers  whojkeuld  be  dtjiufbed ” To  thole  hated 

debentures  *fchbfc  rights  they  never  had  recognized,  and  with  whole  per-lons 
they  never  had  held  intereourle. 

Such,  upon  this  delicate  and  tempting  fubjeft,  was  t he  wife  moderation  of 
a hcjtile  Catholic  Parliament,  amid  the  bar.bariftn  of  manners,  the  dawning 
of  letters,  and  the  ferocious  and  fteeling  circumftances  of  war,  one  hundred  and 
four  years  ago  r—W hat  then  would  be  the  probahle  raeafures  of  Cathblics  m 
Parliament  now,  amical  to,  blended  with,  and  receiving  fro  n Trote/lants  the 

boon  ot  a redoration  of  their  birth-right—  ?-—!.!  1 1 diidain  to  aotwer  ; 

anti  fhall  leave  it  to  be  f’upphed  by  lome  roly : -prebend, ■ or  lome  canting  puritan, 
deftitute  of  genius  for  government,  probity  ot  morals,  the  manners  of  a gen- 
tleman, the  learning  of  a fcbolar,  or  the  religion  of  Chrift. 

If  the  Catholics  do  harbour  a fecret  expeftation  rtB; recover  their  fuppnfod  pcf- 
ftflions,  furely  they  have  only?  to  nominally  recant  :fram  the  errors  ct  their 
church,  b-come  *le&ors  and  members  ot  parliaments  and  immediately  affume 
their  forfeited  eftaees  by- virtue  of  thpilkmei titles  and;  power  which  they  would 
enjoy  as  Catholic  reprejentat  vubs  unleis  their  becoming  perjured,  and  Pro - 
tclfants,  vitiates  chetr  latent 'claims  ot  pedigree  And' liiceeflion.  No  additional 
hazard,  therefore,  can  bd  iddurced  by  crowding;  them  into  the  (enatej  for  at 
thismoment  (.it  this  argument  has  weight,  and  I fhould  wdh.  to  fee  its;  con  - 
’ futation  attempted)  woe  only  retain  ourpojfejftbns  by  their-not  aflembhng;  fri one 
united  body,  and  lwallow  tog  every  oath  which  churchmen  can  devife,  and  civil 
tyranny  enaft — toe  only  retain  them  by  the  tenure  of  the  Catholics',  ftnle  of  re- 
ligion, and  of  the  laciednef  of  a folemn  a ppeal  to  God  y— fcfafc.iinduieet  them  to 
forego  theteniolumr  jits  of  office^  and  a foare  in  theqpoverraiien-t,  fobntiie  reli- 
gion of  their  your h,.. and ;df  their  fathers — Whteh,  therefore,  is  an  admi- 
rable reafon  for;  the ‘ diflrujl  of  the  Pioteftants,  and  for.  the  neceffity  bf  their 
being  reftri&ed  to'  all-the  thraldom  of  rdisfrah chi iehyfc  rvir-t--*# . Become  apof- 
tate,  ^anfoperjiirdd^  .getinto  parliament,  and  .you‘  czrwxhen  do  jultice  tv  your-  / 
lelves  : But  retain  your  religion,  your  moral',  and  your  integri  ty,-'  and  we  len- 
ience you,  and  yours  jtttilaVcry  tor  ever  1 ! •Pa-  - . 

- ] 1 Nor  is  the  idea  of  the  exigence  of  luch  a lcntment  in  us  Protefi ants  fo  in- 
credible, or  unprecedented ; non*. e we  upon  tbis  fuhjecl,  to  be  carried  awav 
v .by  'cbe  ddufive,  etr  of  eUquencts:-.  hanonbi.  genius:  however  ex- 

alted is  fuperior  to  the  poilon  of  Prejudice  and  Bigotry,  adminifter-ed. by  Paren- 
tal handstand  drunk  bylhe  thfffty  ears  of  inquiring  infarcy^rh-The  illudrious 
Spencer,  when  lecreiary  to  Lord  Deputy  Grey,- in  ipeaking  of -the  war  carried 
nix  againft  iheirifh  irr  Munlter  jn:  1597,  rhus  concludes*.  “ The  deputy  had 
“ driven  .than  tofneh.au  exttemity-ef famine,'  that  -ikey:  digged  dead  carcafes 
rljiv  habwoiq  afiw  ^ixng  til  hns  ,niaq3  bnc  vlsll  rai>na'i^  rffw  sonViilf;  mi  zr/x  j! 

■*  Cromwell  invaded' h-eland  in  Augttjl 1649$  rind  con  diturd  here  eight  months  ; 
j4>id  Lord  BreghjlL  movedthediviji'sir'of  dibetihuiK lunds  in  165 op— which  ap- 
proprVat ion  did  nor  finally  lake  place  till  1655  \ and  James's  revival  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  was  in  1689 — not  quite  ^\years  after. 
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**  out  of the  graves for  food  : Therefore  by  all  means  it  mult  be  allured,  that 
“ after  once  entering  into  this  eourle  of  reformation,  there  be  afterwards  no 
“ retnorfe^  -nor  drawing  back,  for  the  fight  of  any  fuch  rueful  objects  as  mvfll 
“ thereupon,  follow,  not  for  companion  of  their  calamities-,  feeing  that  byyo 

6th er  means  it  is  poflible  to  cure  them.'*  ( State  of  Ireland , p.  j 66,  Lend. 
Edit;)  It  is  thus,  this  Britifh  fecretary,  the  boaft  and  pillar  of  Bytifti  genius' 
poifened  by  the  prejudices  of  his  youth  and  nation,  refufes  himfdf,  ^.nd  incut f- 
cates  to  be  refuted  by  thofe  in  authority  who  d/ere  to  come  after  him,  every 
emotion  of  remorje  ax  compaffton,  to  the  whole  liifh  human  race  ! — \ antj  this 
the  Britifh  government  called  A REFORMATION!  and  this  lefion  has  be<?n 
purfued  with  a pertinacity  due  to  fuch  an  authority. — trifh  man-hunting,  and 
feeding  them  upon  oneanoiher,  has  been  fucceeded  by  a mote  deliberate,  and 
more  effectual  procefs  of  torment  and  depopulation  ; and  fword  and  fire  has 
yielded  to  the  operations  of  a penal  code  more  extenftve,  and  not  ids  deadly. 

But  among  what  delcription  of  theCathoIic  body  is  this  revival  of  ancient 
titles  expfccled  to  originate,  upon  a reftoration  of  Catholic  -Rights  ? — among 
the  rabble,  oramongthe  individuals  of  property  and  confide  ration  4 If  among- 
the  rabble,  they  have  it  as  much  in  their  power  to  revive  them  now  ; they 
never  can  be  in  parliament;  and  the  plan  of  their  operations  mull  always  nc.~ 
cefTarily  be  the  fame — by  numbers,  and  by  violence  ; and  if  it  is  to  originate 
from  the  Catholic  gentlemen,  the  proprietors  of  lands,  or  of  perlbnhl  propel  ty, 
“jo-ho  ‘will  nfcejfarily  be  the  firft  to  be  returned  to  the  Legiftature , it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  thtfemen  will  be  much  difpoled  to  promote  a general  parliamentary 
difturbance  of  proprietors  in  poffeflion,  that  they  rhay  offer  a compliment  of 
their  prefen  t acres  to  perfom  with  more  lineal  titles ; and  rail  lack  Europe,  or 
the  hoggtries  of  the  kingdoth,  the  prefent  refidence  of  the  frith' people,  for  the 

rightful  reprefertatives ; nor  could  there  bedeviled  a more  fruitful  fource 

of  intcftinc  and  bitter  di  vifion  among  the  Cathohcs'  of  the  prefect  period,  than 
a revival  of  the  Court  of  Claims  : Became  here  are  the mift  opulent  Catholics 
themfelves,  daily  acquiring  landed  property  -upon ' the  validity  of  P rote  ft  ant  con- 
veyances, either  by  kalehold,  or  in  fee,  in  the  very  ejlates  of  thofe  forfeiting 
Catholics  of  a former  age,  whole  ri  g h ♦ be’i  s:are  prejeiitiy  toBereftored , upon 
the  utter  ruirf  of  thole  latter  Catholic  inriidirs:  'kfthich  ruin  is,  moreover  to 
originate  ‘with  thefc  intruders  themfelves , upon  their  firft  admiffion  into  a Pro- 

teflrant  boufe  of  - common* for  in  confeq'Cleiice  of  the  late,  though  partial 

relaxation  6f  the  pedal  law  , multitudes  of  Catholics'  have  taken  Valuable  lease- 
hold interefts  upon  the  once  forfeited,  and  now  Pmteflaot  eftates  of  this  king- 
dom ; or hzvt  pur  chafed  portions  of1  forfeited  bflates  frorn  Proteflant  fellers, 
upon  the  Validity  of  Proteflant  titles,  and  a Proteflant  conveyance;  or  hate 
advanced  mod y upon- Proteft ant  J'ecurities,  and  ate  become  mortgagees- la  Protef 
tant  properties  in  lands  which  were  forfeited  by  Cathcl  cs ; dr  halre  corrie'umier 
rharnage  lettlcuY’ntii  with  Proteflant  families  : all  which  Catholics  ranging  un- 
der the  above  yafiotis  dCfcl  iptions  of  intereft  in  land  , mull  vitiate  their  titles, 
violate  theiri  fecuritie-,  and  beggar  their  children,  by  any  innovation  whatever 
upon  the  prefent  Pfiteftdnt  eftablijhment  of  tenure's  in  the'  kingdom  and  it  is 
a truth  notdfiotlly  acknowledged,  that  of  the  prCfCnt  afthnifhing  increafe  of 
buildipg  and  other  improvements  in  the  capital  and  its  ne  ghbourhood,  two 
thirds  are  conduced  at  the  expence  of,  are  cbntradled  fot,  or  belong  to  Catho- 
lic individual- ►and' though  we  are  daily  trumpeting  of -forfeiture^,'  and  the 

danger  of  the  Cathod  es  df  family,  looking  to  recoveHhe  doll  feigridnes  of  their 
race,  yet  we  hear  nothing  of  the  multitude  “of  Catholics  of  family,  arid  many 
of  them  thofe  Who  headed  attnies,  and  voire  rnbft  vehement  in  opp'bfiti on  to  the 
prefent  eftablijhment  of  things,  whofe  dkj Cendant  s are  * conform  ft  s at  this  day  ; 
or  who,  by  extravagance  dr  misfortunes,  aliendted  for  full  value  their  family 
eftates  to  the'preleht  ndvdF  otCupPee*,'  whether  P’rotettadts  of  Catholics. 

It  is  the  conflitution  of  Ireland — That.  eVery  than  pnftVfTed  b?  forty 'IhilTin^’s 
per  annum,  by  that  Tfarik^nbre^Which  Wb' call1'  a freehold,  betides  certain 

* The  illufiricus  names  of  O'Ncile,  0 ''Csnnor,  Macdbnnd , O'Brien,  B'e~ 
Burgh,'  Tit zgerild,  Bddkrf  TFoigad,  Phuket,  Mdcndinara,  Niig'ent,  'and [ft 
fyng  et  extefai  • "’u'‘ 
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pecfons  loveftei)  with  privileges  in  cities  and  boroughs,  /ball  have  a vote  in- 
electing  a member  of  that  alTcmbly  which  alone  can  tax,  his  property  .-—This 
wi's,  and  is  the  bulwark  of  Irifh  liberty,  and  without  this,  wc  ProteUants, 
(hould'be  flaves — This': s the  conliitution  which  ought  to,  be  communicated  to 
Irilh  Catholic-,  as  (heir  ancient  inheritance,  and  the  bulwark  of  their  1 i be i ty  : 
'and  let  us  be  ilhamed,  then,  in  this  hour  of  general  lafeLy,  and  diffufion  or 
phifoiophy,  any  longer  to  affeit — That  their  property  {hall  be  taxed  in  any 
affembly  to  which  their  freeholders  and  eledlors  do  not  depute  a reprel'entalive. 

I maintain  that  the  Catholic  is  deprived  of  the  moll  tffential  privilege  of  an 
Irifliman,  if  the  Ceil  to  which  he  annexes  hirnjclf,  can  be  taxed  by  an  affem- 
bly  in  which  that  Je3  is  not  reprejented — 1 maintain  that  if  a number  of  per- 
fbnscan.  be  deprived  of  their  lives  or  their  property  by  any  other  body  ot  peo- 
ple, fuch  perjons' are  enfaved  ^ and  wltether  it  be  by  a nation,  or  a monarch, 
is  imdiatcrial,  the  mailers  only  are  differeni,  but  the  government's  equally 
defpttic.  The  helots  of  Sparta  were  as  much  flaves  as  the  bondlmen  ot  the 
Tu  k,  or  of  the  Well  Indies;  and  I challenge  writers  to  enumerate  any  power 
which  the  Spartan  republic  exeicifed  over  the  helots,-  which  the  Englifh  iettler 
has  notaffumed  over  his  Irilh  feudatory  • The  Lacedemonians  fported  with  the 
lives  of  their  ndlots — In  i6qi,  Roger  Williams,  at  a gaol  delivery  at  Water- 
ford, was  fined  by  Wogan,  Loid  Jultice  of  Ireland,  five  marks,  for  killing  one 
O’Drifcoi,  he ‘being  a “ mere  Irijbman  •”  by  which  legal  phralb  was  meant  that 
he  had  no  cirofs  of.  Englllh  bjlood  in  him — [Sir  John  Davis  Eli  ft.  Rel.]  I d.p 
not  infinuate  that  the  Proteftant  of  the  pfefent  day  may  not  be  dilpoled  to-go.- 
Verri  his  hefots  with  a little  more  forbearance,  and  humanity  ; but  however 
mildly  his  Jef/otic  powers  be  adminiffeied,  the  firvile  fate  of  the  Catholic  is 
not  lefs  that  of  a dfpotifm 

Let  us,  then,  a£t  wifely  * difcreetly  and  affectionately  by  them  while  we 
may  : — -They  are  weak  by  their  'circumflances,  do  not  make  them  Jlrong  by 
their  defpai.r.— The  gradual  incre^fe.  of  number,  and  of  opulence,  has  added 
ltrength  to  their  fofee,  but  that  force  is  wiping  to  re  pole  in  ^he  arms  of  their 
Proteftant  brethren,  unlefe  it  be  provoked  and  awakened  by  infohnee  fuper- 
added  to  injuty---The  numbers  of  a people  are  not  fo  formidable,  as  their 
union,  their  hatred,  their  fury— -If  pur  dominion  be  fayoded  only  in  our  {Length, 
ir  can  fubfift  no  longer  than  theip  weakneh  ; and  it  is  evident  that  we  ihaij  bold 
the  Catholics  by  a better  fecurity,  if  we  do  not  contint'  them  in  fubjr.&ion,; 
becaufe  we  know  that  a free  nation  can  fupport  greater  burdens  than  nations 
equally  opulent ? that,  arc  enfiaved  —No  power,  no  management  has  ever  fuo* 
ceeded  to  tax  the  utter  as  highly  as  the  firft  ; and  the  efforts  of  deipoti fm  df 
a Angle,  or  of  half  a million  of  tyrants, , have  ever  produced  only  depcpula,. 
tion,  and  rebellion.-- 

Li't  os'icorinder  in  time,  at  how  much  cheaper  a rate,,  as  well  as  one  more 
conlonant  to  the  nobleff.fee lings  of  ifie-heart,  the  fr.icptjfhip  may  be  acquired 
of  a grateful,,  than  of  an  exalperated  people-— Our  biutal  code  m,ay  be  con- 
ffiued  to  hr  vs  I’ucceededfor  a century,  becaufe. it  was  endured ; but  fuch-fe- 
roctous  laws,,  rejembling  the  malevolent  inftigation  of  demons,  were  not,  at 
their  formation,  more  inadequate  to  t hei r objeCby  than  they  are  now  totally, 
imjfic  act  op's  lo  future  fecurity— F or  joined  to  domeftie  apprehenftons,  let  us 
alio  beware  of  . the  .efforts  ofcnyforesigfl  tyranny  ♦.  qf  the  attempts  of  external 
opjyrefil on  : the  greatetVperJbnage  of  his,age?  during,  the  American  controyerly, 
maintained,  that,  two  millions  of.  fellow  fubjoSh  deprived  .of  i heir  liberty  rniifi 
in  time  bye  me  proper,  mflr.umen* « . for . rendering  flaves  of  the  remainder;  aqd, 
rsearer  hmry  there  may.  be  a fatal, juftnefs  in  his  oEfer.va-tio.n,.-.- rThofe.  who.cn 
we  ulejtf^y,  bjgottedly,.  blindly,  and  tnioJently,  ha'ye  dimini/kect.fo  vajjalage, 
and  have  determined  that  they  (hall  be  continued  in  it,  cannot  always  v/ilh 
well  to  the  freedom  of  their  'ppreffor-  ! ! ! 

To  you,  gent  letnen,  .profefling  and,  prancing  far  different  principles  of  pojicy, 
and  humanity,  I,  who  fear  no  public  men,  and  confide  in  very  few,  adarefs 
thele  fen tinjentis  of  my  heart,  confiftent  with  my.  earlieft  political  ideas,-— I 
know  they  are  unanswerable,  becaufe  the  doctrine  is  founded  upon  the  avowed 

principles  of  tile  Whigs  themfclves when  they  forfake  this  ground’ thyr 

f orlake  their  oy/p  ftrongeft:  mainftay  ; and  when  they,  I fpeak  of  the  gene- 
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ral  body  of  the  Whig*  of  both  kingdoms,  begin  to  fplit  hair?,  and  e2vil  ]n 


aficpabl) 

Snibliud  ^.no'h-jq  Pe  thcfeXpceching  men  no  mor\Ee)iev^d^  f 

f.rwi  boibntid  ano ifck0  Pa^tir  with  us  in  a double  fcnje  ! 
aii/ttn  i-jfi  noqi;  Who  keep  the  word  or'  prcmilc  tx>  opir  eary  ’ 

*%, But  break  it  to  our  hope. 

' • v-V' ’>i  , l Yfc  1 isSlfcWS  JfiHj  jrn-*  sdiii  Qi  mA  4’ 

The  necdlity, ,poUjpy'  and.  thsjufti.q:  of  reftoring  the  ,. right  of  fuffrage 
fcoifie  Catholic  landholder  is  incontrovertible  : It  bcft'Qws'a  f able  f lfdnte reft 
to  three  millions  qf  per.fcjjs,  in  the  g.  ■nerd],  frof ferity  of  ihc  fdand*;  it  places 
.ihepeafanlry  of  the  kingdom,  that  mojl  important  portion  of  the  community, 
pp.an  a level  of  equality,  reflecting  their  landlord",  and'tn  thiir  civil  cauleV  and 
to.mpiHitions  t and  -.emegy  .experienced  map  Ip.vas,  and  every  candid ,man  achtofw- 
cvk4gW  th<*  infinite  diiadvantage  with  which  a Catholic  pealanc,.  aqd  frequently 
a:im;an;of  higher Jlation,  m$et>  a freeholder  through  every  county  in  the  king- 
dom, in  all  aflize,  civil  and  landloi  d competitions  and;  concerns. 

1 therefore  tenaciopfly  adhere  to, my  fir  it  apd  early  pofitibh,  regarding  the 
neceffity  of  reftoring  to  the  Catholic  body  the  legiflatiye  faculty  of  the  con- 

dth&tion whether  in, the  vulgar  p hr  a lb,  they  be  fitted  or  unfitted,  qualified 

.or unqualified,  fufficiently enlightened  or  in  the  daokc^J;  ignorance,  meafures 
ought  infUntiy  to  be  adopted  by  the  government  ,6f  the  country.,  and  a com- 
nryeQcqrneat;  gught  to  bp  made  , for  accoropl  filing  that  meafpre,'  lo.  indifpenfab'y 
. -demanded  by  the.  nectjfiti.es  of  .the greater,  fart.  pf  the  community,  and  By  the 
Peculiar  fituation  of  all.  , , 

And  who  fhall  venture  to  affirm  that  a (pint  of  freedom  is  a novel  idea  in  a 
Catholic  ho  lem  ? Wbat  Proteftant*,  except  fprhV  £rotcft^Vits,of  ihe'  prelent  day, 
who  talk  and  vapour,  but  never  read,  can  ret  tile,  ‘his  admiation  to  Sart  field, 
although  he  fought  agatnft'bjs  anceftbr  -dr,  who  of  'us  "pot, ft ‘adventure  to  deny 
that  the  declaration  of  the  Cath'diC' at  Ti im,  ami  the  llalutes  of  the  parlia- 
ment affembled  Iby-King  James  lii  pointed. out  the" path  to  our  prefent  con’dih.1- 
ticn,  arid  marflhallcd  us,  latter  Pro  tenants,  the  way  which  wefnould  go — patriot 
deeds  of  not  leis  monumental  glory,  breauie  they  were  thief  ifhly  blotted  from 
your  journals ; and  the -whole  proceedings  of  i hat  parliament  attempted  to  be 
imothcred  in  ob!;vion  by  a lucceeding  J'-rinJb  influence,  to  whom  f'i.eh  deeds 
were -tet riblt:  like  a rpbber  fleu  filing.'  till  the.'  hour  of  quiet  and  Irhbeci'lity,.  it 
darkened  their,  deeds  of  g'ory,  and  filched  the  jewel  of  their  reputation 
away — . 

<f  art)  in  pofTeffion  of,  that  ipygreign's  opening  Tpeech  to  this  fcafliatrenf,  ,a,nd 
^.Uvr.'fUly^iWhiihfa.^n^cd.:.  A bill,  of  ligfits';  a repeal  of  Poyning's an 
affertion  of  the  independence  of  the  Irilh  Legifiaturp,;  and  an  acl  for  the  enezu- 
Mgement- -and  incteafe  oj  Irijb  flipping  ’-aid . ncvigatfop^iti^vshfcn-'Jdffer  are 
the  four  following  clau)ef,  And  be  U charted,  that  it, (hill  be  law  ul  for  his 
“■  majefty \i>Jubje£ls . of  the  realm  of  Ireland,  and  for  all  other  perform  of w.bat 
“ nation  loeyer  refid  mg-  here,  freely  to  l red-  into  fend  from  all  hid  ‘ f id je fly's 
ti  plantations,,  colonies,  and  if ends fn  Aft  a,  Africa,-,  end  America,  and  to  ex- 
uL  for.t from  ibis  fingdm,‘a.nd  ^ any  unto  clfhhe  paid’ plantations,  colonies,  pud 
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“ jlatl  build,  or  cauTe  to  be,  built,  within  th»s:  kingdom,  'any  jbip  or  "Vtjfdl, 

4 4 above  twenty  Jive  tun,  jhall  and  may , J or  the  firjl  three  voyages  juch  Jbip 
'mi-  VepPjhall  -mdk'e,  upon  the  laid  Chip  or'  vfeflePs  ret uPri  from  iuch  Vbyag^, 
44  receive  or  be  allowed  to  bis , or  their  proper  ufe , one  eighth  part  oj  the  du- 
“ ties  op  cujloms  and.excijcy  which  lhall  be  due  or  payable  to  his  majelly,  and 

44  his  luccelTors 44  And  likewife,  that  any  p.rfbn  6r  perfons,  building 

44  in  this  kingdom,  any  {hip  or  vcflTel,  exceeding  in  ‘burthCn  one  hundred  tun, 
44  Jhall  receive  for  the  Jirji  four  voyage*  made  by  fuch  fhip,  upon  her  return 
44  back  to  this  kingdom,  one  eighth  ‘Part  of  the  dutie'sPfi'cdjlom  and  excife-  ■■■ 

44  And  to  the  end  that  viafiers  of  Jbtps , Jeamen , manners,  Jbipwrigbts,  car - 
44  pente/s,  iope-i/iakers,  and block-maker t,  may  be  ibcouraged  ahd  invited  to 
4‘  Come  and  dwell' m this  kingdom,  and  that  thereby,  navigation  may  impr  ove 
44  and  increafe,  be  it  lutther  enaCtcd,  that'  all  mailers  of  {hips," (hip-carpenters, 
44  mariners,  iepe-makeirs,  and  blx'k-makers,  Wfob  ^re[  at  prcient  refiding 
44  within  this  kingdbhl,  or  who  lhall  hencefbith  come  and  refide  in  this  kif)g- 
44  dom  of  Ireland,  Jhall  for  the  time  and  /pace  of  ten  year’s',  be  free , exempted, 
44  and  d if 'charged  of  and  from  AM,  sorts  OF  tax'Es,  beffe*,  watch, 
44  ward  and  quartering  of  loidiers  and  officers,  in  and"  chtbughotit  ihis ‘king- 
44  dom-  and  jhall  liketdije  be  allowed  his  or  their  freedom,  gratis , in  apyHcifey, 
44  town,  lea-port, . or  boiouglf,  where  he  or  they  lhall  pleile  to  refide,' and 

44  purlue  their  calling  and  trade T> 

44  And  be  it  further  enabled,  that  in  the  refpe£Vive  cities  and  town*  of  Dnb- 
44  lin,  Btlfajly  Waterford^  Cork,  Limerick , and  Galveray , there  Jhall  be  ejh.- 
44  bljjbedy  eredled  and  fettled , before  the  fir fi  day  oj  December , 1689,  idydeh 
“ oj  thojefaid  towns  and  cities,  and'  fo  continued  for  ever,  'hereafter,'  A r r's  f. 
44  scitooL,  Jor  teaching  add  ihjlruft  ingot  ht  mathematics , and  the  art  dj-da- 
44  vi gat  ion  ; and  in  every,  luc.h fchpol,  there  dial  I be  placed  and  continued  able 
44  andjiijficient  mcijiers , fqr,  teaching  and  inftni&ing  the  laid  arts.” 

Behold  here  a Catholic  Pailiamcnt,  which  extorts  our  admiration  : — A code 
of  ccnfiitutioQ  worthy  of  ' fide. imitation 'Wftichy  inprfftV  it  has  latterly  received. 
Let  us  now  turn  to  the  reyeVf^of  the  medal,  and  contemp’ate  the  lan- 
guage of  cur  ancelTors,'  Jn  a ftatbt'e  of  Ithe  fevBft  h'  df’Willianl  the  Third,  '*695. 

44  Forafmuch  as  this  k’ngdom  of  Ireland  i*,  by  the  laws,  ard  ffatutts  ofih'S 
11  kingdom,  declared  to  be  juP.ly  and  rightfully  depending  upon,  and  belonging 
44  to  the  imperial  croyyn  of  and  rWa'midch^s  fince  ihtWppy  acce'ffion 

“ of  his  majelly  king  William  the  Third,  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England, 
44  whereuoto  thL  kitjgdom  of  frejand  is  infepara'hfy^anhe^d',  utii  ltd  arid  belBVg- 
44  jog,  no.parjiarpenl  can  be  hokien  within  this  kingdom,  unlcls-  by  'nis  rna- 
*4  jelly’s  authority,  yet  nCveriheltiV,  divers  fieiions,’ difidng  tlie  lat:0  War-^arho 
44  rebellion  iq  this  kingdom,  did,  on  the  feventh  dav  of  May,  1 689, "arfl'emble 
“ t hemic  lee  at  Dublin.;  and  being  To  alTt.mhled,  did  pretend  ioca'l  themfe.vcs 
44  a parlianjenr,'  ahd  d;d  -make ^np; jiffs  pretbridetT  flafute^ /'apef h<» 
“ farqe  to  be  placed‘aitiong  the^-fe'Cbrds  of  ,psirRatf('^hit:5^^;  ntrhicfr  -pti'f-ended 
44  a els  a}  e Jefigned  in  manjejl  oppofiiion  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  crown  of  Eri<z- 
44  land  7-~Andw\herefkh!s'  iafdffiaj9^f  tftff  of  htr'fl'iUifddfifibf  hip  dsHf it t' 

fiubjeas  of*  t%\ j ’f  ijgdknf'^ia.id  ptealedfFtf  'JicTerej  ay' - a m act  or  his 
. V PARLI  AMENT  .pr  ENG;b  ASft,  mtds,  at'1'  gitV  the 

“ firld  year  .qjf  hL  maje.ftvH  'r|ig^,'^ ''Uiae  tfie  :faid;  pret^defl  patframerit  was  an 
:^pln w'fu.l’  ap'd'.rcbrllibus  zff'kmdjp  g fidr  vdhibf  ^efjfie Lord}  ffiritddh add  tern- 
portal,  and  commons,  in  this  j re  font  p 1:  liainent  ajTevibled,  no  return1  oun 
. “most  a E A R T Y AND  0 n'f  SIGN  t O T H A N K s to  hi  > vrofi  [acred  mdjejfy  : 
44  And  to  the_ intent  th.  t no  manorial  may  rerain  hereafter  ampnfthi  records 
44  of  parliament,  of  ANY-  of  Til  k act*  3/ 'the fitid  un  la  vuf H ajfniikly.  Be  't 
41  ena<f\ed,’ihat.,air  and  -t^ery,  r hlC'aiVs^nahd  the  foW^wfiei^uiifee^da'td^^ts  are 
“ (engr(  (Ted,,  ancj.aiH  .ihe^durnak  of  the  *^b,jpfcf^^d;^ArHament,k‘fiTf^ll-,  bv’lhe 
“ officers  or  pc. -Jons  in  whofe  Cuftcdy  the' fame  are,  be  brought  before  the 
chief  eoyje^nor  of  the  ^Ihgn^fnr  aV  t'he‘'cc»Ar,cd  d^atirther  In  ’Dublin  \ and  there 

44  be  f ubiicly- cancelled' and  utterly  deflroytd  : And  in  cafe  any  per fon,  in 

44  whpf|  hand-  the  ikm'e  rolls' jfhaf  VefiUi.M,  db  wlffuHy  hegk£l  to  pro- 

4*  duce  t'he  lame,'ev^/f^  ii/dh  per  Ion  ft\a\\fsrfeit  thsfumof  500/.  ard  be  in 
44  canal  le  of  any  office  or  employment  m ha tever.” 
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An*!  this  they  enaft,  (after  unfeigned ty  thanking  his  facred  mpjtfty*  for  his 
IVeJhninJler  ad  .of parliament ',  -to  regulate  their  affairs  in  Ireland)  Without 
takingjjp,  or  recognizing  c»y  one  of  thefe  valuable-claufes  in  the  foregoing'  ad 
of  fames , which  they  thus  rendered  nugatory  ; and  without-hazarding  a fingle 
effort,  to  offer t or  explain,  the  conjlitution  /—a  Wor  k which  they  and  tbeirPre- 
teflant  fucceffars  left  undone  and  negledted  for  near  one  hundred- years  after  ! — - 
But  fuch  was  the  ftipulaticn  with  England — “ Affift  us  in  our  tyranny  over 
the  Catholics  at  borne  ; and  we  will  barter  to  you  our  trade,  our  (h  ips,  and  cur 
con  dilution — .” 

Thefe  Proteftant  Jords  and  commons,,  at  length  Reeling  no  longer  occafion  for 
the  /word,  n-xt  proceed  to  exercife  the  whip  • and  to  enaft  ftatutes  tor  dif- 
arming Pa  pi  ft  for  banilhing  out  of  the  kingdom  all  Papifts  exercifing  ecclefi- 
aftical.  juriidi&ion,  and  all  regulars  of  the  Popi(h  cleigy,  for  prohibiting  Pa- 
pifts intermarrying  with  Proteftants,  for  preventing  the  return  of  papifts  ever 
into  this  kingdom  who  had  fledinto  France,*  for  prohibiting  Papifts  of  every 
flatjon  and  rank  from  poflfefling  a hprfc  worth  five  pounds;— and  fubfe'quent 
ftatutes,  \n  two  following  reigns , only  deviated  from  thqfe  unmanly,  unge- 
nerous, and  unneceffary  precedents,  in  fpeaking1  the  language  erf  tyranny  in 
prohibitions  more  brutal,  more  {lavfth,  more -cowardly,-  andmo-reimchriftian — 
declaratory,  at  once,  of  the  hideous  gratifications  of  revenge*,  and  of  the  re- 
creant terrors  which  they  continued  to  endure  of  their  cou.ageous,  blit  -prof- 
trace  foe. 

And  (hall  we,  latter  Pr olefiant ji,  fuffer  ourfclves  to  be  the  dupes  of  fuch  vile 
and  fa ngu inary  paffions ; and  be  the  coniinuatorsof  their  unnatural  effects  ? Shall 
we  peifevere  iu  the  infer raT effort  of  unmanning  ‘the- human  r^ce,  embittering 
the  human  heart,  d adening  the  human  genius,  and  degrading  and  disfiguring  the 

image  of  God- P- — -■■Met! — for  one  man,.  1.  (hall  fay,  that  if  our  fathers' 

dieams  of  imagined  danger  (till  had  an  exiftjfcnce,  l would  repeal  the  Penal  laws, 
and -rather  fight. the  Catholics- again,  at  a fecenol  Limeric  or  Boyne,  than  con- 
tinue 3 cruel  opprt.fTbr  in  a beautiful  ifland,  where,  by  debasing  another,  I 
degraded myfelf^  than.  infi~d,  upon  my  own  heart  all  the  accurjed fenfations  at- 
tendant upon  tyranny , canfdous,  premeditated,  and  Implacable  ! ! / — 

At  this  moment). there  exift:*-agair.ft  this  proferihed  and  devoted  people,  thir- 
ty-fix penal  ftatutes,  and-  forty  penal  c!aufe:/,  defadhed  over  other  a&s : nor 
will  it  be  credited,  notwithftandin?  the  boafted  relaxation  of  the  penal  code, 
of  what  a tyrannical,  coikprehdnfi'-;-e> ' and  fangutnary  cornpkdtion  the  bulk 
of.  ihefe  jftatutes  are—  tilb  they  hi  only  appear  before  the 'national  eye,  ih  a le- 
parate  publication,'"  under-  the  aufpdces  ot  fome  profelfional  gentlemen,  very 
competent  to  the  bufinefe  of.' collating  them. 

That,  the  commons  and  privy  council  of  King  Jame°V  -alfcy -entertained  'idea's 
ef  a modification,  or  a.  reform,/-  of  the  odrous  rotten  ‘ borougbfc’of  this  kingdom, 
appears  , a circuniftance  nearly  approaching  to  . certainty,  from  the  new  charter 
ifftied  by  him  to  Belfafi\  and  a fmilar.  one  in  evefty  refpe&/  to  Clonmel,  and  to 
(orne  other  dale  bo  roughs. —His  charier- to  your  own  town  ist)  JUll  extant  in 
your  books,  and  to  it  I with  confidence  ,referyou,  when  l aevance  the  probability-, 
that  the  band  of  patriots  who  cqmpoled  his  Parliament  andi  cabinet,  compeer- 
hended  in  their  extenfive  views,  at  ence— the  reftoration  to  their  country,  of 
trade,  and  iegillatipn,  anda  genuine  parliamentary  representation  of  the  people. 

W i 6h-  btiw- much  ffikme  du gli t mcceedin  § Par liarpeft.t s ,t o,  h a yc,  con ? d JShqfc 
virtuous  efforts  of  a Catholic  affembly  for  a free,  trade-,  p.  maritime yfiablifb- 
nient,  and  a reform  of  rcpr'efeStiatibii,  with  their  own- prohibitions -of  ificifiifce*, 
their  abufsd  colleges,  aWT  t'hciir  ctmtcmplihle  chaffer  fehefs-:  thoir  relinquiffi* 
went  of  the'  independence  of,th:e  fpijb  Igifidlufe,'^  their  Jugrepderp/  fs  tradqi. . 
to  the  monopoly  of  Gdeat  Britpiin  /‘^But  hope  for  Setter  time?,  and  fgc.  _ 

principles  of  government  more  enlarged,  and  comprehend ve  : and  better  times 
have  already  arrived  : and-an  Irifh  Parliament,  animated  by  ose!mak, 
has  afTcrted  our  conftitution,  and  in  part  retrieved  our  trade. 

In  thefe  ftatutes  of  King  James,  and  in  his  majefty’s  lpeech,  there  is  no  where 
to  be  dilcovered  the  odious  qualifications  for  teachers  or  academicians  11  being 
<<  Catholics,”  or  “ being  Proteftaots;"  and  as  the  whole  trad  is  fcarce,  and 
:n  no  wife  afraid  to  meet  tha  light,  and  the  public  difeuflioh,  whether  in 

point. 


{ 9 ) 

point  of  moderation  towards  their  enemies,  liberality  m religion* 
ardour  for  commerce,  or  a devoted  principle  of  national  liberty  and 
the  constitution  of  the  kingdom  j it  fliall  fliortly  be  prefented  to  the 
public,  in  a new  edition— to  teftlfy  how  remote  are  the  dreams  of 
prejudice  from  the  obftrnacv  o ffaftsy  and  how  languid  the  blindnels 
of  bigotrv,  before  the  illumination  of  hiftory,  and  the  (low,  but  irre- 
fillible  fovereignty  of  truth. 

“ But  there  is  a map!” — whifpers  fomc  Englifh  prelatet  to  lome 

Englifh  chaplain,  aid  de  camp  or  private  fecretarv 4 Oh  Sir, 

there  is  a map  would  huge  your  eye-brows  but  to  fmell  to  the  fiery 
fragment — you  would  blefs  you, rfelf  to  perufe  the  hideous*  barbaric 
names  with  which  it  abounds publifhed,  Sir,  by  that  dangerous 
Cathode,  O’Connor,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  reminding  herdfmeti 
and  ditchers  what  great  folks  were  their  grandams: — Yes,  Sir,  a map 
with  the  alarming  popifh  pedigrees  as  long  as  the  Bird-cage  Walk, 
and  at  their  root,  the  old  fanguinarv  Irifnmen  themfelves,  lying  ex* 
tended  each  upon  his  own  Mllefian  feignory 

Now,  this  inoffenlive,  and  ill-fated  map,  publifhed  by  Mr. 
O’Connor,  as  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the  learned  and  hiftorical 
world,  was  printed  by  Wogan,  No.  *3,  Old-bridge,  Dublin,  about 
the  year  1^77,  and  is  at  prefent  upon  my  table.  It  is  denominated 
in  the  (Field,  “ Ortelius  Improved;  or  a New  Map  of  Ireland; 
wherein  are  inferred  the  principal  families  of  Irifh  and  TZngliJh  ex- 
tra&ion,  who  polfeffed  that  kingdom  at  the  commencement  of  the 
17th  century — and  it  is  dedicated  by  permiflion  to  the  prefent  Duke 
*f  Leinfter.— 

It  is  a fragment  of  fade — an  obfeure  and  imperfedi  delineation; — 
a map  for  a poring  antiquary— ^an  abitraft,  chronological  curiofity — a 
map  without  boundaries  of  barony,  to.wn-land,  or  parifh  com- 
peted of  names,  for  the  greater  part  unannexed  to  any  defeription 
of  territory,  but  the  naked  counties — without  pedigrees,  branches  of 
families,  chriltian  names,  or  any  pofiible  clew  to  direct  particular 
defendants  of  houfes,  to  trace,  or  to  bring  evidence  of  their  claims, 
or  of  their  origin.— 

Perufe  the  map: — Let  this  alarming  piece  of  ordinance  be  mea- 
fured  and  fcrutinized  In  Tyrone  if  we  find  rhe  imaginary  indelible 
tide  of  O’Neille,  and  O’Hagan  *,  there  is  ;as  effectual  lv  fecured  a Tike 
claim  of  right,  from  pofl'dfion,  upon  the  evidence  of  this  injtrumeni, 
to  Hamilton,  Caulfield,  and  Chiqhefler:  for  all  thefe  names  i land 
together , exprefled  in  the  fame  character ; and  are  equally  hallowed 
bv.  this  antiquated  memorial.  Look  at  the  other  extremity  of  the 
kingdom;  Barry,  Brown,  Barret,- Roche,  Carew,  Boyle,  De  Courcy, 
Fitzgibbon,  and  Fitzgerald— range  with  O’Callaghan,  O’Drifcal, 
O’Donovan,  and  O’Donaghoe — all  which  prfcfent  refident  Catholics 
names,  no<\v  retain  a very  refpedtable  {hare  of  the  eflates  of  their  an- 
cellors,  or  of  their  tribe:  cenfecjuently  let  the  Court  of  Claims  revive 
when  it  may.,  .they  are  logically  precluded  from  violently  feizing  upon 
what  is  already  in  their  own  poll effion. 

The  proprietors  of  Armagh  are  comprized  under  Brownlow, 
Caulfield,  Atchefon,  O’Neille*  and  Q’Hanion>r-pf  Lowth;  under 
Bellew,  TaafFe,  Vernon.  Dowuall,  Flemming,  N e 1 1 e rv i 1 1 eY-^ O f 
Meath  ; under  Barn  wall,  Nugent,  ’Taylor,  Prefion,  Plunket,  Hoffey, 
Deafe  and  Chi e v e rs  . — > I n ,T) onega  jie  Derry,  and  Firmanagh, 

we  do  not  trace  one  BritiJK  name,  ex cept  Boyle,  and  Cole  ;•  nor  a 
native  one,  but  Maeguire,  ,0’itjannagfjin,  and  Mac  Donough  : and 
where  little  O’Flannagfan  js  now  .to,  be  found,  except  in  Gqld- 
fmjdfsGood  Natured^Man,” -Ortelius  mult  return  from  heaven  to 
telf, The  proprietors  ef  Monaghan  and  Cavan  are  comprized 

n;  -<2r  edt  J under 
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under  Mac  Mahon,  Hamilton,  O’Reily,  Sheridan,  Corry,  Plunket, 
Brady,  Kiernan.  Cole,  and  Mac  Tiernan: Of  Down,  and  An- 

trim ; under  White,  Mac  Gennis,  O’Neille,  Macartan,  Savage; 
Mac  Donnell,  O’Hara,  and  Macquillan.  Thefe  feven  latter  coun- 
ties are  now  pretty  fecurely peopled,  occupied , and  fettled:  O'Neille, 
and  O’Hanlon  are  in  a minority  in  Armagh  ; and  Magennis  and  Ma- 
cartan mull  have  other  aid  than  a free  parliament,  to  difpoffefs  the 
Hills  and  the  Rawdons,  in  Down;  or  the  Macquillans  to  drive  back 
to  Scotland  the  Macdonnels  of  Dunluce,  Mazareen,  and  the  Glynns. 
The  Proprietors  of  Longford  and  Weftmeath  are  comprized  under 
Farrel,  Tuit.  Delamar,  Cruife,  Dalton,  Dillon,  Malone,  Fox, 
Geoghegan,  Daly,  and  Fitzfimmons: — and  gentlemen  will  here  ob- 
ferve,  that  almoft  every  name,  either  of  the  ancient,  or  the  Protef- 
tant  church,  in  thefe  once  bloody  counties,  are  now  re/tdent  families 
there , cemented  together  for  a century  ; and  by  neighbourhood,  con- 
fanguihity,  friendfhip,  and  property,  pledged  to  peace . Of  the 
Queen’s  County;  under  Moore,  Dempfey,  Wandesford,  Brennan, 
Fitzpatrick,  Coughlan.  Maloy,  and  Carol : — Of  Kilkenny  and  Tip-^ 
perary  ; under  Butler.  Mathew,  Maddin,  tgan,  O’Brien,  Kennedy, 
and  the  mod  ancient  family  of  the  O’Dwyers  of  Kilnemanah; — Of 
Waterford;  under  De  la  Poer,  Sherlock,  Aylward,  Fitzgerald, 
Boyle,  Felan,  Walfh,  and  Carew. — Here  is  fcarcely  a Briti/h  or  an 
Irifh  name , comprized  in  thefe  three  mod  important  counties,  which 
is  not  at  this  day  a conformift,  and  in  pofieflion  of  refpedtable,  or  of 
ynormous  landed  property  ; fan&ioned  by  the  authority  of  this  alarm- 
ing chart: — Of  Carlow  and  Kildare;  under  Cook,  Bagnal,  Cava- 
nagh,  Fitzgerald,  Rocbford,  Wogan,  Euflace,  Aylmer,  Allen, 

Sarsfield  and  White: Of  Wicklow  and  Wexford;  under  Byrne, 

Toole,  Murphy,  Cavanagh  and  ColcloXigh:' Of  Limerick  and 

Clare;  under  O’Brien,  O’Connor,  Mac  Mahon,  O'Laughlin, 
O’Gorman,  Mac  Clancy,  and  the  princes  of  the  ccun'ry,  Macna- 

marat' Of  Mayo;  upder  Brown,  Burk',  Bingham,  Fitzmaurice, 

Joke  and  O’Maley:— — Of  Kerry,  under  Brown,  Mac  Carty,  O’Sul- 
livan, O’Leary,  Mac  Gillicuddy,  O’Mahony,  Mac  EUicot,  Fitz- 

maurice,  Denny,  Crofby,  Trant  and  Blennerhaffet. Of  Dublin  ; 

under  St.  Lawrence.  Luttrell,  Talbot,  Warren  : -Of  Sligo  ; under 

O’Hara,  O’Bean  O’Dowd,  Mac  Conavy,  Mac  Dermot,  Jordan, 

Dillon,  Nangle  and  Philips —Of  Leitrim  ; under  Mac  Gauran, 

O’Rourke,  apd  Mac  Randai  : Of  Galway;  under  Blake,  Lynch, 

French,  Brown,  Burk  apd  Madden: Of  Rafcornmon  ; under 

Bermiogham,  Crofton,  Burgh,  Donellan,  P'allon,  Kelly,  Mac 
Naughten,  and  the  mpnarchs  of  the  i Hand,  O’CoOnor,  to  this  day,  in 
lineal  defcent  from  Roderick  ; — but  they  have  hitherto  kept  it  very 
clofely  to  themfelve  , if  they  entertain  any  intentions  of  re-aflumipg 
the  fovereignty  : and  let  my  friends  commence  Pretenders  'When .they 
will,  my  allegiance  was  long  firice  fworn  to  his  jprefent  Ma  jelly,  and 
t never  will  transfer  it,  either  to  a Republic,  or  a Pretenderl ‘ 
And  this  is  the  whole  map  ; which  contains  a compilzitkm  of  Brt- 
tifli  an  1 Irifh  names  of  families,  whole  defcehdants,  reprefentatives, 
or  clan,  Jl'ill net ain , out  of  al  1 proportions//^ zgr eater  jhpfi  'of  ter- 
ritory in  a large  majority  of  the  thirty-tyyo  counties ; the  Irifh  moiety 
of  which  names,  or  thole  of  England  Hill  remaining  Catholics,  can- 
not, therefore,  upon  the  validity  of  this  map,  now  occupy  thefe  pduk- 
' tie’s  by  •violence,  unlefs  like  the  mifer,  they  may  Be  smiuted  by  pilfer- 
ing from  ’hemfclves ; and  the  Prot eft  ant  families  mentioned  in  it* 
aifcoVer 'here  their  titles,  recognized  by  all  the  Authority  which  this 
inftrurnent  can  convey  ;o  ip  my  opinion  z v ePjFpedn  one,  but  fikh  as  it 
is,  it  is  explicit  in  bearing  teltimon'y  to  the  authenticity  of  their 

claiml 
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*rM>  endeavour  was  to  afcertam,  that  the  authority  of  rhft 
map  was  very  (lender^  but  if  any,  that  nfpecially  ejlabli/hes  the  right 
in  DoJ^iTion  of  the  moft  confpicuous  of  our  prefent  Pro/ eft  ant  nobility j 
and  of  a majority  of  our  prefent  moll  opulent  private  gentlemen. 

I have  thus  wearied  you  and  myfelf,  with  this  tedious  but  accurate 
delineation  of  Ortelius,  becaufe  many  pretend  to  dread  the  map, 
who  never, faw  it ; and  fome  rwho  pofjefs  it , are  not  willing  to  difclof® 

but  referve  if  as  an  inftrument  of  mylterious  intimidation. 

But  from  what  period,  upon  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  is 
this  rc-ajju^nption  of  lands  to  commence , amid  the  fluctuations  of  pro- 
perty, and  through  the  feries  of  thefe  bloody  and  barbarian  events, 
to  which  this  divided,  and  pelican-like  ifland,  feeding  its  children 
with  its  own  blood,  has  been  fubfervient  for  400  years  ?■ — — Is  this 
inquiry  into  titles  to  originate  with  the  incurfions  under  Strongbow  ? 

< — No! — For  two  thirds  of  the  great  Catholic  families  of  the  prefent 
day,  ruined  or  in  affluence,  are  the-  defendants  of  thofe  who  com- 
pofed  the  train  of  that  Earl  of  Pembroke,  or  of  fucceedihg  Britifh 
marauders:  and,  therefore,  Aylmer,  Plunket,  Dalton,  Fitzfun- 
mons,  Walfh,  Delamar,  Talbot,  Bellewr,  Neterville,  Barnwall, 
Preuon,  and  the  other  Catholic  families  enumerated  iii  the  map,  and 
not  Mile/tanSy  mull  accede  to  relinquifh  every  colouring  of  title,  be- 
fore the  territorial  claims  of  the  Milefian  race.  When  O’Nial  of 
Tyrowen,  in  1.6a,  was  marching  to  join  the  Spaniards  at  Kinfale, 
he  palfed  at  Mallow,  near  the  callle  of  Hugo  De  Bariet,  and  being 
informed  that  it  was  the  habitation  of  a zealous  Catholic,  whofe  an- 
ceflors  had  been  in  pofleffion  for  400  years  : *-*  I hate  the  Englifli 
churl,  notwithftanding,”  laid  the  Firbolg,  “ as-  if  he  had  arrived 
but  yefterday.” 

The  M'Cartvs  were  kings  of  the  kingdom  of  Cork,  at  the  firft  in~ 
curfions  of  the  Welfh,  and  it  was  Strongbow  himfelf,  who  fubdued 
Dermod  Mac  Carty  More r— Shortly  after  the  fame  period,  the 
Bam^alls  reduced  the. O’Sullivans,  and  feized  and  fettled  at  Bear- 
haven,  in  the  county  of  Cork  : and  early  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
the  0*Sullivans  retaliated,  attacked  them  at  an  advantage,  and  ut- 
terly flaughtered  and  extirpated  the  clan : for  fiich  events  were  not 
unfr^quent  in  thefe  dark  and  fanguinary  days.-^-To  whom  therefore^ 
ttpona general re/i  oration  of 'property , is  the  Caflle  of  Hugo  .De  Bar- 
rett, the  kingdom  of  Cork*  and  the  territory  of  Bearhaven  to  be  ad- 
judged, by  a / > liarmniary,  committee  of  Claims,  formed  out  of  the 
modern  CaM^icSs^tb^  kingdom';?'  Or  with  what  colour  of  confcience, 
can  iheMileJians  be  reludUm  to  make  reftitution  of  their  eltates  to 
O'Qonhor  P^prifcolry^^  the  genuine  aborigines  of  this  ancient: 
jfland : fOK  it  is  a ‘Well  known  fad,  and  no  doubt  ofexireme  impor- 
tance at  the  prefent  period  of  the  world,  to  be  afcertaincd,  that 
,plCQhhorr ,0*prifcal . .-and  m.v  own  ahceftor  Fagan,  Were  great  folks 
iu  before  the  Milefiaiv adventurers had  arrived  in  Spain,  V 

or Trad  even  taken  Ihipping  from  Phenicia. 

r.  .^s-^bis  formidable  reajfumption .-to, originate  with  a fubfeqiient  cri- 
tical sera  of  Irifh  miferv,  the  dejiruttion  of  the  Lords  of  Defmond,  and 
the  bloqdy  triumphs  of  Lancafter  over  YoVk, -Under  the  paitifans  of 
ffenry  Y II.  his  foil,  and  grand, daughters  ? — Here  was  a new  fuc- 
Wtuon  .pf^pmidprs  upon  Irilh  territory  ; for  except  the  Fitzgeralds 
of I<eip(ler,  the  Savages,  and  a few  other  princely  Hdufes,  all  Ire- 
i.^cd  was  devoted  to  thediue  of  York,  and  a 1 molt  all  the  kingdom* 
worth  fubjugation,  Was  ravaged  by  the  felfifh  and  fufpicious  Tudors. 

No,  it  cannot  commence  with  the  Tudors  :—for  in  that 

cafe  what  is  to  become  of  th o prefent  poffcffions  of  feveral  great 
Catholic  families  now  refident  in  Munfler,  who  either  rofe.  upon 
the  ruins,  or  who  noon  occupy  the  terriior  of  the  attainted  Earl  of 
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2>fjtaond,  and  of  his  numerous  followers  ?— Will  thefe  families  re* 
linquifh  M'unfter  to  his  def  endants  ; for  the  heirs  of  Defmond,  arer 
net  extinft  \ and  ftill  lefs,  thefe  of  five  hundred  gentlemen  befide, 

whole  lands  and  lives  were  involved,  and  loll  in  his  overthrow. 

“ The  Earl  of  Defmond  [fays  Baker’s  Chronicle,  p.  361 } poffeffed 
whole  counties,  together  with  the  county  palatine  of  Kerry,  made  fer 
by  Edward  III.  and  had  of  his  own  name  and  race,  at  leaf  five 
hundred  gentlemen  at  his  command;  all  whom,  with  himfelf,  loft 
their  lives  within  the  fpace  of  three  years,”— which  is  continued  by 
Leland,  Vol.  II.  p.  178.  “ In  this  difmal  fituation  of  the  once 

great  Defmond,  his  Countefs  fell  upon  her  knees  before  the  Lord 
Deputy,  and  with  tears  petitioned,  but  in  vain,  that  her  hufband 
ftould  be  received  to  mercy ; but  his  force  as  a rebel  was  now  too 
inconfiderable,  and  his  pqffeffions  to  he  forfeited  were  of  too  princely 
an  extent , for  the  Queen’s  Minifttrs  to  admit  of  pardon  or  fubmif- 
fion.”— The  firfi  equitable  queftion,  threfore,  to  be  afked  by  the 
Court  of  Claims , muft  be,  “ Where  are  the  right  heirs  of  the  Earl 
of  Defmond,  and  of  his  five  hundred  followers? — And  the  next  fe- 
cond  queftion  will  be  put  to  the prefent  Catholic  occupiers  of  thofe  whole 
counties,  and  of  the  county  palatine  of  Kerry  : “ What  title,  or  right 
have  you  to  ufurp,  and  occupy  thefe  lands? — Here  are,  therefore,, 
fruitful  feeds  of  inteftine  divifion  among  the  Catholics  themfelves, 
refpe&ing  ancient  titles,  and  claims — even  fuppofing  the  Proteftanta 
totally  out  of  the  queftion. 

Or  is  this  reajjumption  to  commence  from  the  latter  years  of 
Elizabeth,  from  James,  or  from  Charles  I.  ? — For  to  render  it  prac- 
ticable, it  muft  have  a popular  origin,  a plauftble  preamble;  and 
legal  reafons  muft  be  offered  and  alledged  ; which  laft,  how  ever,  I 
acknowledge,  have  feldom  been  wanting,  when  required  by  arbitrary 
power,  to  fan&ion  any  oppreffion,  however  iniquitous,  or  any  pro- 
ject, however  unconftitutional. 

With  Elizabeth,  for  a further  reafon.,  it  cannot  commence : through 
the  whole  of  her  reign,  and  the  beginning  of  James  I.  it  was  the 
e/labli/hed  policy,  to  difpatch  and  plunder  an  Irfhman  of  confer 
quence,  and  to  diftribute  his  pofteflions  among  unfortunate  depen- 
dents and  mifereants  of  his  own  nation : When  Mac  Mahon, 
chief  of  Monaghan,  was  murdered  according  to  form , ly  the  Lord 
Deputy  Fitzwilliams,  the  bulk  of  his  lands  was  bestowed  upon 
four  natives.  The  eftate  -of  the  unhapp  * Mac  Mahon, 
fays  Doftor  Leland,  was  diftributed  to  Sir  Henry  Bagnal,  and  four 
of  the  old  Irifh  Septs. — The  condemnation  of  this  Chieftain,  con- 
firmed the  Iri/h  in  their  averfion  to  the  Englifh  policy,  which  they 
confidered  as  afyflem  of  hateful  cruelty  and  tyranny.**  [Hift.  Ire- 
land, Vol.  II.  p.  317  ) And  Morrifon  relates,  [Hiftorical  Rela- 
tion, p.  120.]  “ That  Lord  Mountjoy  never  received  any  Iri/hmen 
ts  the  Queen’s  mercy,  but  fuch  as  had  drawn  blood  upon  his  fellow 
rebel:  and  therefore,  when  the  twtr  allies,  Mac  Mahon,  iun.  and 
Macartymoyle,  both  offered  to  fubmit  to  her  Majefty,  his  Lordfhip 
would  receive  neither , without  the  other's  head."- — “ I have 
made,  fays  Lord  Mountjoy  himfelf,  in  a letter  to  England,  fome 
q f thefe  reclaimed  men  put  themfehves  in  blood  already  ; for  . even 
now  I hear  that  Lord  Iviontgarret’s  fons  have  killed  their  friend 
Clancare,  and  fome  of  Tyrell’s  follower’s,  ftnee  I threatened  their 
father  about  fomething  I heard  fufpicious  of  them.”— And  when  in 
the  fame  reign,  Nugent  applied  to  the  prefident  of  Munfter/or  par - 
don,  upon  fubmiffion,  he  was  informed  his  repentance  could  not  be 
received  until  he  performed  fome  extraordinary  ferv\ce  upon  his 
own  party— (meaning  that  he  fhould  bafely  betray,  or  perndioufly 
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murder  forr.e  of  his  kindred,  or  allied  friends).— Nugent, 
to  heavy  firaits,  daring,  and  defperate,  betook  hirnfelf  to  the 
Earl  of  Defmond,  and  a few  days  after,  riding  in  his  company,  upon 
the  Earl's  back  being  turned,  he  levelled  againll  him  a pi  Hot  loaded 
with  two  balls;  but  Oefmond  turning  round,  perceiving  his  intent:: 
Nugent  fpurred  hard  to  efcape  by  the  good  n eft.  of  his  horfe,  but  he 
tumbled,  was  taken,  and  acknowledging  his  intent,  was  ex?  cu'ed 
next  day. — In  his  examination,  he  cQnfeffed  his  intention  was  to 
deftroy  the  Earl  of  Defmond,  and  afterwards  to  poll  away  to  his 
brother,  James  Fitzgerald,  call  him  afide  in  a fecret  manner,  as  if 
to  acquaint  him  with  his  brother’s  death,  and  then  execute  as  much 
upon  him. — He  added  that  they  might  take  his  life,  but  there  were 
many  more , whom  he  perfe&ly  knew,  that- had  fworn  unto  the  Prefix 
dent,  to  effedl  the  murder  of  both,  upon  promife  of  their  lands.”- — - 

[Paccata  Hibernia,  fol.  37-8.] “ The  army  of  Elizabeth  was 

crowded  with  Irifh  ; who  were  moft  a&ive  and  zealous  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  countrymen. — Hugh  O’Nial,  Earl  of  Tyrone,  had  the 
command  of,  and  lead  all  the  Queen’s  forces,  which  were  fo  f t ree  eft- 
fuliv  fent  againft  Mac  Guire:  and  at  the  furrender  of  Kinfale, 
Burke,  the  Earl  of  Clanricard,  killed  with  bis  own  hand  above 
twenty  Irifh  ; and  cried  out — to  f pa  re  no  rebels!  forae  Irifh,  of  qua- 
lity, were  taken  pjufoners,  who  offered  great  ranfums,  but  upon  their 
being  brought  to  the  camp,  they  were  all  put  to  death,  and  the  Lord 
Deputy  Fitzwilliams,  knighted  Clanrickard  in  the  field** — [ Morri- 
fon,  p.  187  ] — No  man,  faid  Sir  George  Carey,  did  bloody  hi* 
fword  upon  the  Irifh  more  than  Lord  Clanrickard  ; ani  he  would 
not  fuffer  any  man  to  take  any  Irifh  prifoners.”— '[Paccata  Hib.  fol. 
*35]- 

Where  is  the  foundation  here  of  adjuflment  of  property  among 
the  heirs  of  thefe  difeordant  Irifhmen ? — Will  the  reprefentatives  of 
Mac  Mahon  remember,  alone,  that  an  Englifh  deputy  tried  his  an- 
ceflor,  the  lord  of  the  county,  by  a jury  of  Englifh  common  foldiers, 
and  inftantly  hanged  him  at  his  own  cafllp  gate,  as  Baker  relates,  fa 
his  Chronicle,  p.  378  ; and  «i will  they  forget  that  his  great  landed 
property  was  divided  among  four  perfons,  three  of  whom  were  Irifh 
JeptSy  and  perhaps  his  neighbours , kinfm,  n,  or  allies—  ? - Or  what 
regulation  can  take  place  between  the  heirs  of  Hugh  O’Neal  and 
Mac  Guire  ? or  between  the  heirs  of  Lord  Clanrickard  and  rhore 
irifh  perfons  of -quality,  who,  after  the  battle,  in  cold  blood,  he  ex- 
ecuted in  camp — ? — 

Or  in  brief,  why  did  not  James  the'  Second’s  parliamentary  com- 
mittee, in  1 689,  t)  a<vel  up  id  thefe  reigns  with  the  inveffigaffon  of 
their  Court  of  Claims—? — and  why  did  they  flop  at  48  year?*:  '1  he 
reafon  is  obvious*,  they  found  infuperable  bars  which  rendered  ail 
jnveftigation  nugatory:  They  foupd  it  would  give  rife  to  uncecefing 
inte/iine  divijton  among  themfejyes:  they  found  that  pofr<ffon  for  A 
century  had  too'  fieadily  rooted  the  occupiers  of  -the  day,  for  them 
ever  to  be  fhaken  by  parliamentary  inquiry:  and  that  the  laplc 
of  one.  Inirtdred  years  had  even  defeated  all  investigation,  who  the 
real mfurpers  were,  or  where  they  were  to  be  found,  amid  tfs* 
change,  alienation,  violence,  or  pure  hade  of  mingled:,  friends  and. 
adveriaries— an d 'fuch  as  'Wtre  the  reigns  of  james-u and  Charles  f; 

our  Pdathotits ancefors , are  now become  10  the  Catholics  of  the  p)~e~ 
fent  'thty,  ithesforfeittffres-of  -King  kWlimnf  and  his  datute  of  at- 

m Iwkfcp>  ,0 . • 

. Our  Catholic  aheeftors,  in  1689,  wben  under  the  ir  Suence  of 
violent  anttfuathy  againb  their  Protelfant  foes,  found  upon  an  hinstfi 
tigcitkn  fo  -folean  as  .a  parliamentary  inqutff,  that  thy  could  \ y 
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up  their  inquiry  no  higher  than  48  years  : ^ow;  out  Catholic  brc-» 
thr^n  &f  tkfn pfefent  day,  fuppofing  them  in  parliament,  as;  1 hojfef 
to  Tee  them  before  the  clofe  of  the  prefen  t century,  c A N NOT 
institute  any  i n qjj  i R y at  All,  unlefs  they  travel  back 
one  hundred  and  five  years  ; for  within  that  period  there  have  bee'b 
tio  forfeitures:  and  this  fuperlatively  holHle  ntteafure,  which'  thei# 
ance/iors  relmquifhed,  when  in  arms , and  aided  by  a foreign  force  , 
they  are  novo  to  undertake,  when  cemented  with  us  in  friend/hip , 
and  under  obligations  to  us  for  liberty  \ — which  is  to  fay,  that  in  the 
bofom  of , peace  ^.cordiality,  and  mutual  interefi , in  a fituation  of 
quiet,  of  enrichment,  and  of  general  confidence , The  Catholics, 
reftored  from  political  diffolution  to  the  life  of  liberty,  and  to  the 
elevation  of  freemen,  are  to  hazard  their  happinefs,  and  to  flain 
their  reputation  by  a diftra&ed  enthufiafm  of  gralping  at  that 
vvhich,  one  hundred  years  vgo,  their  ancellors,  in  profperity, 
deemed  to  be  chimerical  *,  and,  under  the  fandlion  and  funfhine  of 
their  monarch’s  prefence,  rejedted,  as  pn  enterprize  utterly  unattain- 
able.— 1 fear  it  not — and  I believe , that  the  Catholics  of  the  pre- 
fect day,  are,  like  myfelf,  living  in  the  termination  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  and  not  at  the  commencement  of  fixteen  hundred,, 
the  date  of  the!  exigence  of  families,  enumerated  in  this  mutilated ^ 
chronologic  al  fragment. — 

And  here  a corollary  irrefiftibly  obtrudes  itfelf,  as  growing  oat 
of  the  matter  which  I have  already  related — “ That  the  leading 
maxim  of  Britifh  policy  has  ever  been— do  govern  Ireland  by  in- 
ffTwe  divi/ion : And  that  in  confequence  of  tyranny,  fo  treache- 
i ^ and  fo  fanguinary,  we  can  be  little  aftonifhed  at  any  deed 
however  extravagant,  or  any  maffaere  however  enormous,  to  which 
this  perfecuted  nation  fhould  have  had  recourfe  to  in  their  defpair! 
— Hunted  like  brute  animals  over  their  native  plains,  and  fo- 
mented againft  each  other  by  the  governors  of  the  ifland,  who, 
awaking  and  nouriftiing  every  malignant  paffion,  ftimulated  them 
to  uathe  in  the  carnage  of  each  other  v thus  performing  the  office 
the  great  enemy  of  man,  inilead  of  difcharging  the  high  commif- 
fion  of  fupreme  and  impartial  adminiftrators  of  juftice ! Who  of 
ns  can  wonder,  or  who  will  venture  to  difapprove,  had  the  na- 
tives  of  the  country  fworn  unceafing  enmity  againft  the  Britifh  names 
and  deluged  the  ifland  in  the  blood  of  their  oppreffors ! 

But  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  with  Cromwell,  finally,  an  inquifition 
of  this  natuie  is  a lecond  time  to  commence — in  what  fituation  arCj, 
then , to  be  placed,  or  under  what  clafs  of  ufurpers  are  then  to  be 
arranged,  the  prefent  Catholics,  who  now  occupy  more  than  the  half 
of  the  province  of  Conaught,  and  almofl  all  Clare  \ — where  their  mi- 
ferable  anceftors  were  compelled  to  retire,  when  they  were  driven 
out  of  Munffer  bv  the  implacable  Ludlow  ? — To  what  body  of  Catho- 
lics is  that  extenfive  territory  now  to  be  adjudged  ? What  is  become 
of  thofe  terrifying  Catholic  natives  of  Conaught,  refident  there  a 
hundred  years  before,  as  fpecified  in  the  maf)  ? They  muit  have  beetii 
all  turned  ppg:  for  thofe  unfortunate,  intruding  exiles  frotyt  Munffer, 
difpoffeffed  the.qaiives  of  Conaught  of  an  immenfe  divifion  of  coun- 
try, to  which  territory  the  title  of  their  children  or  reprefent  alive  s,  at 
this  moment , is  at  leafii  0$  qs  modern  a date,  as  that  of  the  debenfurers 
can  poffibly  be  to  r— is  the. foundation  here  of  an  ddju/2 - 

ment  of  property  amQlgthgyepreJent  atives  of  tjiefedifeordant  Irifhmen  ? 
Between  the  heirs^oiT  tfiolje  \Qgtftpticy,  w;barwera, driven  forcibly  by 
Ludlow  into  Conaugfit  qnd,  Clare,  and  of  . the  Catholics* vyho- 
difpojjeffed  by  thefe ' involuntary  ufurpers  ? — ‘ ‘ By  a proclamation  of 
Cromwell  and  his  Council,  printed  at  Dublin,  by  Wil  liana  Bladbn, 
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\n  1654.,  they  were  commanded  to  tranfplant  themfelves,**  f*ys 
Walfh’s  Repiv,  p 33,  “ before  the  lit  of  May  next  enfuing,  into 
the  province  of  Conaught,  and  county  of  Clare,  according  to  former 
' declarations  ; and  this  upon  the'highe/i  peimlties : — the  rigdrous  execu- 
tion of  this  proclamation  did  manifed  ltfelf  in  the  long  imprifon- 
mentoffome,  the  exporting  others  to  Barbadoes,  and  in  the  death 
of  Mr.  Hethrington  in  the  market  pi ace^of  Dublin,  for  not  obeying 
it,  as  the  paper  affixed  on  his  bread  when  he  was  executed,  did  ex- 
pi-efs  the  caufe  of  his  taking  off.” — And  my  Lord  Clarendon  writes, 
vol,  II.  p.  116,  that  “ Cromwell  and  his  council,  in  Munder, 
finding  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  nation,  which  they  had  intended, 
to  be  in  itfelf  very  difficult,  and  to  carry  in  it  fomewhat  of  horror , 
that  made  an  imprefTion  upon  the  mod  dony  hearts,  after  fo  many 
thoufands  de/lroyed  by  the  fword,  fire,  famine,  and  the  plague,  and.  / 
after  fo  many  thoufands  tranfported  into  foreign  parts , found  out  the 
following  expedient  of  tranfplant  ation. — There  was  a large  trail:  of 
land,  9 fo  the  half  of  the  province  of  Conaught,  that  was  feparated 
from  the  icd  by  a long  and  large  river,  and  which  by  the  plague, 
and  many  massacres,  remained  almoft  defolate: — Into  this  (pace 
and  circuit  of  lands,  they  required  all  the  lriflj,  (whom  Cornwell, 
fays  Dr.  Leland,  Vol.  HI.  p.  409,  had  declared  innocent  of  the  rebel - 
Iton)  to  retire  by  a certain  day,  under  penalty  of  death  ; and  all  v.ho 
(hould  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  man,  •woman y or 
child,  might  be  killed  by  any  body  who  law,  or  met  them.” 

Yet  even  thefe  unhappy  gentlemen,  fays  Carte,  Vol.  II.  p.  zi  'i. 
who  were  thus  violently  driven  from  their  own  fair  eftates,  into  Ch~ 
naught  and  Clare , w ere  all  declared  by  the  Council  innocent  of  the 

rebellion,  after  a mod  rigorous  inquifition.” No; withdartding 

which,  “ in  this  deplorable  condition,  fays  Clarendon,  p.  n8,  they 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  harded  conditions  of  their 
conquerors  •,  and  after  ftgning  conveyances  and  releafes  of  their  lands , 
which  they  had  left,  to  go  and  enjoy  lands  which  belonged 

TO  OTHER  MEN.” 

Obferve,  “ lands  which  belonged  to  other  men? — The  adjudment 
-of  territory,  therefore,  in  Conaught  and  Munder,  (in  confequence  of 
this  dreaded  parliamentary  inquiry  after  ancient  proprietors)  will  be 
as  whimdeal,  as  it  will  be  fubtle  and  -complicated. — Caihofics  rnuif 
drive  Catholics  bark  again  out of  Conaught  into  Munder,  whofe  an- 
cedor?,  or?  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  had  eroded  the  Shannon, 
**  to  fekte  and  enjoy  lands  which  belonged  to  oTher  men  — and  $efe 
Catholics  thus  eje&ed,  are  to  adaulf  Munder  and  difpolfefs  the.  de~ 
benfurenfiot Cromwell ; to  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  before, 
their  ancedors  “ had  perfected  deeds  of  conveyance  and  releafes  of 
their lands  which  deeds  of  conveyance,  not  forty  years  after,  were 
condrued  and  conceived  to.  b^fo  Valid, -bv  James  the  lid’s  wife  and 
illudrious  parliament,  as  toanduefe  the  Court  of  Claims  “ to  refolvs 
that  compenfationfbould be  made  for- tfieir.'vnlUe? 

But  the  final  reply  to  this  imaginary  appfehey/idn , is  obvious ' arid 
exclud vz.—Poffe/fion  and  opulence ; 'create,  and  continue  power  jdan.d. 
thefe,  out  of  all  competition,  the  pt^feht  -Proteftant  occupiers  ehjbVV 
— t —Union,  of  all,  alonercan  render' the  Catbblidr  fhbng  ; and.a  hlnh 

of  forfeiture  cuts  af  under  the  bonds.- The  union  of  this  jfland  ca  n- 

not  remove  Great-Br-i t'astf  ; ‘ and  xfo/perdif 

«^etf/td;her,  by  "dhiiabl Jibes  at  once  the  pfojehyf 

forfeiture , and.  T’HE  S't  R 0CTLt*RE  'WB  r£d  LIBERTY  R aises  TP 
PEACE,  ereMed  by  the  united  operations  of  both " ■ . , ‘ ; ..  ; ‘ 

Npr  wifi  the  p^rty, ‘Ffetedah't'  or  Catholic,'  upon  a 

feappy  junttion  in  a luture  fetute,  enteitain  any  exclufive,  or  too  ex- 
. travagant 
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frs'rrgant  goldei*  dreams— M U t u A L interest,  the  foie  bond 
of  union  among  a people , will  govern  the  councils,  and  dire£l  thtfc 
meafu-res  of  that  novel,  cautious , and  quick-Jighted  a/fembly.-Ezter- 
mi  commerce,  dome  hie  mapufatffure,  tillage,  navigation,  and  reve- 
wue  ; equal  protediion  for  the  mode  of  worfhip  of  every  Irifbmarv, 
and  unfbackled  regulations  for  the  education  of  their  offspring;  thefe 
will  be  the  fubje&s  which  will  arrefi  the  deliberations  of  both  Boufes 
of  the  Leg.iflature ; and  into  which  will  they  rufh  like  a torrent  with 
the  it  unfettered  hands.  The  undue  Britifh  influence  having  tr.n  de- 
clined to  its  termination  ; — dreamers  about  ancient  poifemons,  like 
fifth  monarchy-men  in  the  Ufurpation,  may  arife  in  the  Affembly, 
but  they  will  be  fubdued  into  filence,  by  a general,  and  a deterring 
forbiddaTr  Ft  ore  ft  an  r Sacheverels  will  exprefs  apprehenfions  for  the 
church,  and  its  pofleffkms ; and,  like  him,  be  ftlenced  into  Oblivion, 
never  to  be  heard  of  more  ; defperate  declaimers*  may  propofe  hofli- 
lities  with  England  ; and  an  addrefs  of  perpetual  union  and  amity 
will  be  the  reply. 

In  urging  the  repeal  of  ftatutfcs  of  penalty  and  difquah  ..ation,  vye 
tb.  not  feek  to  introduce  novelty  or  innovators  upon  the  confutation, 
but  to  repeal  the  innovations  of  1680,  and  1703.;  and  to  re/lore  to  the 
Catholics  their  Long-accU/lomcd rights  ! 

We  do  not  feek  to  alter  the  monarchical  form  of  our  government, 
and  to  eredi  a republic  upon, its  ruins— we  feek  for  juflica  to  our  coun- 
trymen 1 — 

We  do  not  feek  to  pillage,  or  to  humiliate  the  Proteflant  clergy, 
and  to  fubflitute  another  clerical  order  in  their  room — we  leek  for 
juflice  to  our  countrymen! — 

We  fee  to  renovate  three  millions  of  Irifb,  who  now  compofe  an 
inert  and  InafHve  mafs,  into  one  vigorous  body  of  a&ive  citizens, 
endued  with  intelligence,  and  ufeful  to  the  date! 

Conquefl  is  neither  our  objedl,  nor  our  intereft  we  have  a rich 
country — an  able  peasantry — are  poor,  but  are  out  of  debt ; — we  lull 
not  for  dominion — wre  are  fubduing  no  native  princes  in  the -provinces 
of  India.;  alas,  that  game  was  once  played  too  fatally  again#  our- 
felves  at  home  ! Nor  are  we  fupporting,  in  any  corner  of  the  whole 
earth,  an  tifurped  authority,  in  blood  *, — we  are  oppreffed  men  upon 
our  native  iffand,  more  finned  again#,  than  finning! — We  afk  but 
for  our  own — to  be  free  in  the  land  which  gave  us  birth — to  earn  our 
property  with  the  labour  of  our  bodies  ; — when  earned,  to  have  a 
furety  that  it  is  our  own — and  to  have  a vote  it)  its  difpofure,  when  a 
portion  of  k may  be  neceffary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 

'What  m2n  will  fpeak  to  me  touching  thefe  points;  or  maintain 

that  they  are  fjftious,  unreasonable,  or  wicked? then  what  are 

they,  who  reply — 11  It  Ih a 11  not  be.” — 

“ But  the  Catholic  peafantry  are  barbarians  and  uncivilized 
fays  fome  aocomp lifkexl  lawyer,  juit  got  into  the  Houfe,  and  finifhed, 
from  his  travels — through  the  lanes  of  London— 

If" they  be  barbarians,  they  are  virtuous! — hardened  into  men,  by 
difficulties  and  labour . not  civilized  into  foftnefs,  nor  refined  into 
profligacy  ; nor  have  th  tv  yet  learned  to  idolize  commerce  as  a God, 
at  whole  (brine  is  to  be  faer'ficed  both  liberty , and  manhood',  like  too 
many  Proteftants  of  thefe  Jt/ier  iflands. 

Had  the  Roman  plebeam  refembled  our  Catholics,  at  the  pitiable 
auaffihatkm  of  the  amiable  but  guilty  C^efar,  Rome  had  proved  her- 
felf  capable  of  liberty,  and  her  unvitiated  peafants  would  have  af~ 
ferted  a confutation ! — There  is  fluff  to  work  upon  in  Ample  barba- 
lifna,  there  is  none  in  refinement,  corruption,  and  effeminacy. 

T© 
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To  the  good  fenfe  of  thefe  barbarians,  their  difpoficions,  and  tii^jc 
docility  , authorities  are  not  wanting  at  a much  earlier  period  than  to-day  t 
\Vhen*iir-  John  Davit  was  Attorney  General  tojames  I.  a great  au- 
thority, and  not  their  friend,  he  thus  concludes  one  of  his  divifrons. 
{Davis’s  Ireland,  p.  jzi.  Dub.  Edit]  “ When  thefe  fix  forfeited  (hires 
were  to  be  dijpdted  of,  and  planted,  his  Majefty  did  not  exclude  the  na-: 
fiver  from  this  plantation,  as  the  Irijb  were  accujiomed  to  be  excluded 
out  of  the  fir  ft  Englifh  colonies  ; but  he  made  a mixt  plantation  of  Knglilh 
and  Irifli,  thal  they  might  grow  up  into  one  nati$+,  and  this  truly  it  the 
mafler-piece  of  that  work  of  reformation,  fo  worthy  of  his  majefty'* 
royal  pains  ; for  when  this  plantation  has  taken  root.it  will  fecu.re  the 
peace  of  Ireland,  and  make  it  a civil,  a mighty,  a rich  and  a flouriflun^ 
Kingdom  i the  clock  of  the  civil  government  is  now  well  fet,  and  all  the 
wheels  thereof  do  move  in  order  > the  firings  of  this  Irifh  harp>  whi^fc 
the  civil  magiftrate  doth  finger,  are  now  in  tune  ; for  the  whole  idaf^l 
from  fea  to  fea,  hath  been  brought  into  his  hignefles  peaceable  pofifeT^ 
fion  : In  which  condition  of  fubjecU,  the  Irijb  will  gladly,  continue 
without  defedion , as  long  as  they  may  be  proteded , and  jujlly  governed 
without  opprejfion  on  the  one  hand,  or  impunity  on  the  other — For  there 
it  no  nation  op  people  under  the  fun , that  doth  love  equal,  and  indsf- 
ferent  jujlice  better  than  the  Irijb  ; or  will  red  better  Jatisfed  with  the 
execution  thereof , alt  ho'  it  he  againjl  themfeives ; fo  at  they  may  have 
the  proiedion  and  benefit  of  the  law — ** if  I do  affirm,  conti- 

nues Davis,  page  116,  that  tor  the  fpace  of  live  years  laft  pall,  there  have' 
not  been  found  fo  many  malefactors  worthy  of  death  in  all  this  realm  of 
Ireland,  which  is  now  divided  into  thirty' fix  (hires  at  large,  as  in  one  cir- 
cuit of  fix  fbires  in  England — for  the  truth  is,  that  in  time  of  peace,  the 
Jrifb  are  more  fearful  to  offend  the  law  than  the  Englifb  or  any  Other 
nation  wbatfoever — ” 

And  happy  had  it,  indeed,  been  for  this  ifland,  had  this  maflerpiece of 
James  i ft’s  work  of  reformation , as  Sir  John  Davis  juftly  denominates 
it,  been  followed  up,  and  adopted  by  his  fucceftors,  aod  their  rcinifters ; 
this  wife  attorney  General  approves  of  an  indtfertmate  plantation  of  En- 
glifb and  Irijb,  THAT  THEY  MAY  GROW  UP  INTO’  ONE  PEO- 
PLE! hi  never  dreamt  of  prohibiting  marriages,  by  ftatutfe  ; of  difarm- 
ing one  portion  of  the  fubjeds  of  the  land,  that  they  might  be  affaulled , 
and  preyed  upon  by  the  other  ; of  the  hideous  and  unheard  of  hirccity , 
and perfecution  of  raifing  up  the  child againfl  the  parent , and  [owing 
difeord  among  brelhern,  by  authority  of  the  legiflature  j of  making  it  pe- 
nal, and  a forfeiture,  to  travel  abroad  for,  education  ; and  making  ir  t- 
qually  penal  fc t their  being  injiruded  at  home-  (uch  fiitutea  were  left  to 
fucceedi  ng  adminiftrations,  whofe  cbjeds  were  divifton,  and fubjugation  \ 
and  whofe  meafures  fucceeded  to  the  very  extremity  of  their  defines  */ 
and  too  prophetic  was  Davis,  in  his  concluding  words  ; for,  gladly  did 
they  continue  without  defedion,  as  long  as  tk-y  were proteded,  and 
juftly  governed , without  opprejfion  on  one  fide,  or  impunity  on  the 
other  : — But  fatally  for  the  general  welfare  of  Ireland,  in  the  condufioiv 
of  that  reign,  in  the  fucceeding,  and  ever  fince,  till  if 79,  they  became 
unproteded,  unjuftly  governed,  opprejfed  without  redrefs,  and  with. 
impunity  plundered,  -irturdered.  and  exterminated;  till  perfecuted  to 
defpetatioh , they  returned  rancour  for  rancour,  blood for  blood ; and  in 
vengeance  of  four  maffctcres  they  boldly  plunged  into  one  dating  and. 
dreadful  attempt— to  fweep  the  nam,e  of  Briton  from  their  lang  affaulted 
(hopes,  4duged  in  carnage  by  that  tyrannical  people,  for  a cruel  feric* 
of  four  hundred  yeamtorr*, . 

How.  gratef  ul  were  this  cdlumniated people  for  even  common,  juftice 
ppetend^tn  them  l»  the  Englijfb  deputies.  Dr.  Leland  Relates  p.  31E 

When  Sir  John  Perrot  was  recalled  by  t^ueen  Elizabeth,  he  delivered 

ndmd  elqmft  rti  noau  or^  ft " n . the 
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the  fword  to  Sir  William  Fitzwilliams,  declaring  that  he  left  the  kingdom 
jr*  peace-,  and  he  embarked  with  the  acclamations  of  the  lower  order  of 
the  people , who  felt  the  benefits  of  his  adminiftration  > old  Tirlagh  O'Nyal 
of  Tirowen,  followed  him  to  the  water-edge,  bathed  in  tears. — ” — 

Aud  what  is  one  of  the  greateft  bigots  againft  the  native  Iriftt  on  ac- 
count of  their  religion,  but  a man  of  ability  compelled  to  acknowledge  of 
them  ?■— 1 “ A more  kind,  affable,  obliging-humoured  people,”  fays  Rich- 
ard Lawrence,  in  his  Interefts  of  Ireland,  1680,  page  162,  “ are  not  to 
fee  converfed  with  than  the  generality  of  the  Irijb  who  have  been  educa- 
ted among  the  Englifh,  or  otherwtfe  well  bred : For  they  are  Jlrewd, 
and  capable  of  the  higbejl  improvements  in  all  the  liberal  fciences , and 

ingenious  arts." In  the  fame  very  curious  treatife,  page  98,  Mr« 

Lawrence  is  alfo  fo  favourable  to  the  Irijb  foil , as  to  lay  ; “ I have 
now  fhovvn  at  large  how  an  Englifh  breed,  for  this  country’s  defence, 
Would  much  encreafe  on  Irijb  ground ; ten  of  whom  are  worth  twenty , 
bred  and  brought  up  in  England,”  But  I do  not  infinuate,  that  he  recom- 
mended they  fhould  have  Irijb  fathers  ; though  his  words  would  bear  that 
eonftrudtion. 

The  truth  is,  that  although  the  proteftants  have  now,  for  near  two 
centuries,  made  a buttle  about  confcience,  reafon,  and  the  gofpel,  at  bot- 
tom they  have  had  no  more  dependance  upon  thefe,  than  upon  miracles 
and  infallibility  ; but  have  placed  their  foie  reliance  upon  the  preaching 
of  lawyers  and  the  mijfon  of  informers.  Nor  were  the  penal  laws  intended 
at  their  formation,  to  produce  converts:  It  was  not  Popery  which  was 
hated,  but  the  Papijt  ; divifion  yvas  the  object,  reformation  was  the  pre-. 
text . From  their  conftrudion , they  appear  to  ferve  as  ramparts  to  a 
Wealthy  town,  where  no  Raman  Catholic  fhall  enter  at  the  gatey  left  too 
many  fbculd  crowd  in  at  once:  fo  one  by  one,  they  are  compelled  to  wade 
through  dirt  and  ftiame,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  appointed  narrow 
paflage,  expofed  to  the  hiffes  of  thofe  who  are  without,  and  to  the  fcorn 
and  fufpicion  of  thofe  who  are  within. 

But  experience  ought  to  have  inftru&ed  Protejlants,  who  themfelves 
had  wreftled  with  perfection,  that  religious  principles  are  of  too  ftub- 
born  a nature  to  be  removed  by  punifhments  of  a limited  duration.  The 
Opinion  of  an  immortal  recompence,  or  an  Immortal  mii'ery,  muft  for  ever 
preclude  all  humane onfideracions  : But  political  notions , admitingbad 
ones  to  have  had  exiftence,  are  eafily  to  bevweakenad  by  kindnefs  and 
to  be  altered  by  encouragements , An  oppofition  of  tnterefis , not  of  creeds , 
has  , hitherto,  been  the  caufe  of  divifion  among  I r ifh  men  : Let  clajbing 
advantages  be  brought  to  coincide  ; remove  2.pernicious  fyftem  of  legifia- 
tion  ; divifion  ceafes  and  the  caufe  and  the  eomplaint  difapear  toge-» 
Cher* 

Religious  penalties  and  penal  ixeiufioHs,  operate  only  to  ftupify.to  make 
Lutheranifm  hated,  and  the  reforming  perfon  a hypocrite.  The  political 
£uilt  of  a nation  lies  at  Che  door  of  thofe  who  govern  by  fuch  a fyftem: — 
A tyrant,  who  rules  without  a parliament,  fuftains  the  whole  iniquity 
himfelf : But  a fenate  and  a free  people,  who  originate,  or  who  adopt 
fuch  ftatutes,  divide  the  heavy  guilt  among  them  ; and  every  proteftant 
individual  of  you,  who  dc*e6  not  proteft  againft  four  brother  s chains , is, 
in  the  eyes  cfGcd,  arid  of  the  civilized  world  acceflary  to  the  enormity , in 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  intelligence  he  Is  naturally  endowed  with,  and 
of  the  influence  he  may  be  poffefled  of,  tp  diminifti  the  diftradion  and  the 
anguifh  of  bis  brother. 

And  fure  ^ forer  evil  exifts  net  upon  earth,  than  the  fituation  of  the 
peafantryof  this  devoted  ifland  ? — contemplating  the  penury  which  fetters 
them  to  the  earth,  and  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  which  they  are 
doomed  to  calamity  contemplating  the  vajfalage  under  which  they 
crouch,  and  the  fiurdy  yeertanny  which  to-day  they  ought  to  have 
been* 

The# 


( 19  ) 

They  are  to-day  the  mod  wretched  people  under  t he  fun  ; for  they  * e 
furt  ounded  ‘with  a p/enteoufnefs , which  they  never  are  to  tajle  ; and 
they  behold  comforts  which  they  are  never  to  experience  : — Harvell 
comes,  and  the  more  favoured  rnllock  falls  in  the  i]au  ;hter-houle,  hut 
not  for  them  ! and  they  fometimes  hear  of  the  food  and  raiment  of  the 
manufacturer  of  the  barren  North,  and  they  curfe  it  in  the  bitterness 

of  their  mifery  : 'Famine,  nakednefs,  and  overftrained  labour,  ftu- 

pifies  each  faculty  of  their  body,  and  of  their  mind  — fmoke,  filth,  and 
winds,  till  their  habitations,  where  a few  potatoes  are  their  exdufiv*  food 
— reduced  to  the  condition  of  reptiles,  they  and  their  children  crawl  in 
dirt,  and  are,  like  reptiles,  loathfome — and  fome  of  this  I have  myfe’f 
beheld  ; yet  thefe  men  pay  your  clergy,  while  the  geotr/r  contribute 
nothing!  Even  their  wretched  potatoes  are  decimated,  for  a priefthood 
whom  they  n*fver  hear — while  a cruel  vote  of  agiftment  covers  the  paf- 
lures  of  their  landlord  f 

Where  were  the  unrivalled  talents  of  the  South,  to  have  beheld  there 
abufes,  and  to  have  tolerated  them  for  fifty  years  ? Where  was  Malone , 
and  Fitzgibbon,  and  Burgh,  and  Daly , and  Flood , thefe  monuments  of 
» national  ability,  the  pledges  and  memorials  of  lrifh  intelleft — } — I feel 
no  diminution  of  independanee  in  hallowing  the  dead  ; the  charnel- 
honfe  of  kings  has  but  an  empty  treafury’— —Why  did  departed  great- 
nefs  fuffer  thefe  things  ?— -from  habit!  that  ft,  angler  in  the  birth 
of  originality  and  amendment! — They  were  born  in  a Province  where 
man  was  already  reduced  to  this  degjadation:  their  infant  eyes  were 
accuftomed  to  the  fad  fpedtacles  and  minds  which  were  prone  to  melt  ar 
imaginary  woe,  did  not  fhrink  ftt  the  contemplation  of  thefe  domeftic 
enormities. -r-Let  us  not  be  enthralled  by  habit : Let  us  inquire  if  thefe 
things  exift  } and  afford  our  virtuous  efforts  to  arreft  the  daemon  of  mifery 
upon  his  errand.— —And  .where  is  that  on  e man,  that  living  oracle, 
whom  all  confide  in,  and  revere  ? who  is  of  himfelf  competent  to  the 
ministry  or  mercy!  Let  him,  who  could  reftore  a conftitution, 
bend  over  the  miferies  of  man,  over  the  orphans  of  the  ftate — the  de- 
frauded heir  s of  that  eonjlitution  » let  him  (loop  to  the  peafants,  ami 
they  fh all  arife  to  the  confolation  of  indtiftry,  and  ajfume  :heir  independ- 
ent fubordination  in  the  ftate. 

We  toaft  Cromwell,  and  king  William,  and  Waftiington,  and  Fayeitei 
and  we  ranfack  the  living  world,  and  the  mighty  dead,  and  cor rufc ate  from 
Europe  to  America  for  honourable  ftimulus  to  our  pa/lion  for  fame  and 
public  virtue  — but  we  think  not  of  home — we  forget  our  native  ifland — 
■we  do  not  recoiled  the  illuftrious  toaft — Our  own  negleded  arid  capable 
— rwo  mi  t j. i on s , — » loyal  and  oppreffed  Irifhmen  ! 

We  forget  that  Cromwell  and  WiHiam  were  inimical  to  Ireland,  fevers 
and  haughty  conquerors — And  we  forget  that  Wafhington  and  Fayette 

would  hoot  us  from  their  fhotes,  and  would  fay, “ Begone, 

ye  tyrants  l He  jujl  at  home , before  you  dare  to  profane  the  haunts 
of  freedom,  the  territory  of  France  and  America,  with  your  incoofiftent 
falijiation,  with  your  woliuting  praife  And  the  great  French  republic 
y/ill  cry,  with  a repelling  voice — “ We  feek  not  the  alTociation  of  tyrants, 
and  we  reject  your  proffered  approbation — Ye  (hallow  politicians,  degrade 
us  hot  with  your  impotent  addreiTes  ; till  you  reftore  to  their  birth-right, 
you^o^n  countrymen,  sur  Cathouc  brethejn!” 

It  was  the  frequent,  and  cutting  reply  of  the  Marquis  of  Pombal,  to 
remonftrances  of  conceited  and  meddfing  Proteftar.ts  at  the  Portuguefe 
court,  “ Sir,  the  futTerinvs  of  a Britifb  Proteftant  persecutor,  when  laid 
by  the  heels  here,  is  to  me  a fource,  if  pot  of  chriftian,  at  le-ait 
of  retaliating  fa/is  faction — The  penal  laws  of  Irelaad  fanetton  our  Inqui- 
Siioa — !” 
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Sue  no  relaxation  of  that  code,  Jhort  of  the  extension  oF  the  eifit  or 
Suffrage,  will  operate  to  the  relief  of  the  Catholic  pealantry  . Nothing 
Wilder  that — will  float  him  up  to  the  level  of  his  Protejfant  neighbour — 
3n  all  competitions,  without  that  right , he  mult  elfe  ftnk  into  inferiority s 
and  continue  a vifiim  to  opprejfion. 

Of  what  avail  will  it  be  to  the  farmer  of  Tipperary,  and  the  manufac- 
turer of  Cu-^nemarah,  that  a channel  is  opened  to  the  bar,  and  the  army, 
-or  the  provifionof  younger  children  of  a few  opulent  families  ?— How  will 
*”at  extend  liberty  t*  the  working  portion  of  the  community  }— What 
encouragement  can  that  hold  out  to  the  growing  induflry  of  the  fouthern 
provinces  If  that  defeription  of  men  be  not  emancipated,  the  moment 

he  learns  his  craft,  he  will  emigrate  to  France,  or  America He  will 

tuily  remain  in  Ireland  while  he  Continues  ignorant, . ufelefs,  and  a burthen 
■■—It  is  the  peculiar  nature  of  manufacturers  to  be  free  ; their  hands 
inculcate  independence  tjo  their  minds ; they  foon  feel  that  their  craft  will 
afford  them  maintenance?  every  where  ; and  they  will  roam  to  thofe  coun- 
Bries,  where,  without  an  impofitiop  of  perjury  and  hypocrify,  induflry 
conducts  to  influence  and  precedence  : for  thefe  paffiohs  operate  juft  as 
powerfully  in  a village  and  country  town,  as  at  a court,  or  among  the 
wuoft  vain,  and  ambitious  of  their  landlords. 

I know,  and  have  ftudied  manufacturers,  and  am  not  lightly  to  b« 
replied  toby  gentlemen  of  other  provinces,  or  thofe  of  my  own,  who 
have  never  made  themfdves  acquainted  with  that  defeription  ef  men, 
whofe  youth  is  fpent  in  fox-hunting,  and  in  the  avocations  of  the  feudal 
times;  to  whom  enc/ofures,  bleach-greens,  plantations,  and  ditches,  are 
hut  as  cob-webs  to  their  beagles,  and  to  their  courfers:  I ipeak  to  men 
■who  are  defirous  of  manufacturers,  who  wifh  to  civilize  their  tenantry 
to  enlarge  their  rent-roll,  and  to  inoreafe  the  citizens  of  the  ifland. 

The  inclination  for  manufactures  in  the  South,  has  fweiled  almoft  into 
2n  enthufiaftic  pafj^on,  and  why  d©  they  not  fucceed ? Why  do  not  the 
northern  manufacturers  emigrate  to  Munfier  rather ’than  brave  the 
Atlantic?  Becaufe  the  people  are  not  free,  and  not  regarded  : Ba- 
Caufe  a northern  weaver  will  brook  difficulties  and  poverty  rather  than 
chfrefpedt : Becaufe  ye  have  not  yet  learned  the  deference  due  to  an 
*ndufhpieus%  proudt  poor  man . And  becaufe  a clumfy-fingered  Jlave  is 
incapable  of  any  thing,  but  to  handle  a turf-fley,  or  to  pouter  with  atfpade 
for  (canty  food,  in  that  portion  of  earth  which  he  is  not  rich  enough  to 
plough.  - 

The  more  induftriout  a manufacturer  is,  the  prouder  he  will  become; 
and  the  more  cppreiled,  he  will  be  the  more  fturdy  : a Northern  manu- 
facturer and  an  Englilh  yeoman  commit  that  fort  of  refiftance  ten  times 
in  a year,  for  which  papijls  are  hung  : But  that  pride,  and  that  refin- 
ance, if  extended  to  the  fouth,  would . create  and preferve  an  impregnable 
wall  again ft  their  country1  s enemies  \ and  that  Ji urdy  rudenefs  might 
eafily  be  fmiled  at,  and  tolerated  by  their  landlords,  which  can  alone 
create  for  them , an  important  weight  in  the  fcale  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  thefe  our  dejefted  Countrymen  preferring  a refpedtful 
application  to  the  Legiflature  for  an  alleviation  of  their  fufferirgs,  if  not 
for  a frank  feftOration  of  their  righes,  a meafure  which  mull  be  lo  exceed- 
ingly confonant  to  the  ideas  of  liberty  of  their  Proteflant  friends,  I ac- 
knowledge I cannot  perceive  how  it  can  be  attended  with  any  additional 
ills  to  them  i—  Denunciations  of  wrath,  or  refinements  of  cruelty  cannot 
now  await  the  conjlitutional  efforts  of  intelligent  Catholics,  for  the  reco- 
very of  then  defrauded  liberties  : Their  condition  cannot  now  be  made 
worfe,  becaufe  they  have  prefumed  to  wiffi  that  it  w^re  better:  They 
cannot  now  be  fentenced  to  the  wheel  becaufe  they  have  ventured  to 
complain  of  the  torture  —It  could  pot  now  produce  ns#  peaa!  flatuet^, 
the  genius  cf  the  lim's  wo'dd  not  ^fFo.  ^fafe  warranty  — 


It 
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I ; would  be  an  unwife  Jiretch  of  prerogative  to  clofe  up  the  avenues 
tj  communication  be  tween  government  and  the  people  ; or  to  punijh 

objects  tot  giving  utterance  to  the  bitter  feelings  of  their  minds  — It 
-web  be  ever  both  julf  and  political,  to  leave  with  the  people  an  organ,  by 
whiji  they  can  fpeak  their  voice — The  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition, 
and  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  while  they  enfureoUr  per  foil  s and  properties, 
ftcure,  alfo,  our  obedience— Thefe  grand  confervatories  of  liberty  afford 
a vent  for  the  malignant  humours  of  a nation  .*  and  difUpate  the  fever  w hich 
agitates  fociety,  when  unnatural  reftraints  diftemper  the  human  mind — 
No  period  can  be  improper  for  foliciting  a boon  which  is  to  extir.guifh  all 
jealoulies,  party  prejudices,  and  feuds  ; moulding  the  people  into  one 
common  mal's,  through  the  medium  of  one  common  inteieft. 

A calm , liberal , and  manly,  appeal  to  a philofophic  and  unprejudiced 
paoliament  of  >79**  The  peaceable  fupplication  of  a fubfcribir.g  few, 
prefented  amid  a crowded  fer.ateof  the  affembled  Proteflant  powers  of  the 
realm,  without  pageantry  of  circumftance,  and  unattended  by  the  awful 
magnificence  of  ajfaciated  MILLIONS,  might  experience  a parental 
icception  equal  to  their  fondelt  filial  hopes  : And  it  would  bring  home 
cenviftion  to  their  Proteflant  allies,  that  a political  foul  an  exigence 
:n,  and  does  diffule  an  energy  through  the  Catholick  body  ; — a circumftance 
which  fometimes  Ulft-r  is  dilpofed  to  dun  ft. 

In  you.  Gentlemen,  I contemplate  an  afiociation,  of  whom  I am  proud, 
as  a native  of  Ulfter ; but  as  an  Iriflman,  I behold  you  with  gratitude 
and  veneration,  the  friends  of  human  kind,  burjling  the  Jbackles  vohirh 
jrtter your  countrymen  ! — I behold  you  hailing  and  encouraging  the  genius 
of  the  Catholic  religion , which  is  now,  through  Europe,  dispelling  the 
gloom  of  oppreffion  and  pe.fecution  ; which  has  already  erected  in  France, 
and  Pc  land,  temples  to  liberty,  to  focial  order,  and  to  general  charity  ; 
opening  the  avenues  of fame  and  for  tune  to  every  profefldr  of  the  chrif- 
tian  name;  imparting  to  vaffals  the  bleflings  of  a conftitutiqn  j and 
relinquifhing  to  this  ifland  the  ignominious  dijtinSUon  of  being  the  iofierer 
of  intolerance,  and  the  pittlefs  parent  of  unoffending  and  fubmiflive 
children. 

, Proceed,  enlightened  men,  todiicharge  your  duty  to  your  countrymen , 
and  to  the  human  race  ! Extend  the  magnanimous  fertimer.t  of  exalting 
a deprftlfed  and  degraded  people,  into  civic  uti  ity  and  legiil utjve  vigeu; — 
You  ran  ipeak  boldly  : and  with  Magna  Cha^  ca  in  one  hand,  and  the  roll 
of  your  good  freehold  tenure  in  the  other,  y'u  can  tell  all  adn.iniftraticns , 
all  parliaments,  at  d all  bigots,  “ they  rule  hut  by  the  will  of  the  free 

filbjeffs  of  the  {•tain.'.’ But  what  soil  remains  , to  truncheon  the 

Catholic  to  liberty  ! — ; midnight  executions  ; the  fvord  concealed  in 

the  loctal  bowl;  and  the  fanguinary  ft.tute,  and  the  warrant  of  death, 

to  fvveep  away  what  War,  and  robbery  had  overlooked  ! ! It  is 

related  by  Mr.  Monilon,  in  his  hifbiy  of  Ireland,  page  9,  an  authoiity 
never  controverted,  that  in  “ the  19th  of  Elizabeth,  »5?7.  the  L’-riis 
of  Cor  aught,  and  the  chieftain  O’Rourke,  made  with  Sir  Nicholas  Malby, 
her  majefty’s  governor,  a compcfiti on  for  their  lands  i • v.herein  they 
were  content  to  yield  to  the  Queen  fo  large  a rent,  and  Inch  fervices  of 
labourers  to  work  at  fortifications,  and  of  horfe  and  foot  to  ferve  her  in 
’.He  wars  as  (hewed  they  were  net  yet  alienated  from  rheii  wonted 
awe,  and  reverence  for  ’he  crown  of  England’,—  But  nnbat  fellcwcd  up- 
on this fubmijji on  ? fh*ll  I writeit?- — * — Itr  is  the  relation  of  the  illu  - 
sions, became  virtuous  and  philofophic.  Colonel  Lee  who  was  fencTpeci- 
xlly  into  Ireland  by  Elizabeth  herfelf,  to  report  to  her  rnsjefiy  the  rt.,t 
Bate' of  affairs,  and  the  mifcondudl  cf  ler  governors — [fee’s  memorial- 
'■  apufeript  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin]  “ That  on  Tuefbay.  1557  (the 
Issue  year  of  the  compofi cion  with  Malby,)  the  Knglifh  pubjifhed  a proC- 
?*nt3txn  inviting  the  Lords  of  Cor  aught  and  all  the  nxek  affected  Jr  iff, 

■ ■ • j v v>  lu> 
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who  Icept  the  peace,  who  had  fued  for  protection,  and  whd  held  necorref* 
pondence  with  thole  of  their  kindred  who  {till  llood  oat  in  arms  againft  the 
Englifh  government  to  an  Interview  on  the  Rathmore , at  Mulloghmafton 
engaging  *t  the  fame  time  for  tbeir  fecurity , and  that  no  evil  was  in- 
tended— In  confequence  of  this  engagement  the  well  affiehled  came  to 
the  Rathmore  afore-i'aid  ; hut  foon  after  they  were  ajfembled , they  found 
themlelves  furrounded  by  four  lines  of  EngHlh  and  Irifh  horie  and  foot, 
eom.pleatly  accoutred ; by  whom  they  were  immediately  elefed  upon  and 

cut  to  pieces  \ and  not  one  man  ef coped  / ■*”  **  Thus, ’’[Colonel  Lee, 

the  memorialilt,  continues,]  “ Tour  majefty’s  fervants  who  were  placed 
in  authority  to  protect  men  for  your  fervice,  had  drawn  unto  them  by 
fuch  prcte&ion , four  hundred  of  the  Irifh  under  colour  to  ferve  your 
maje.iy  : anJ  brought  them  to  a place  of  meeting  where  your  gartifon 
foldiers  were  appointed  to  be  , who  there,  moft  disfbonourably , put  them 
all  to  the  fword — This,  [adds  Lee]  was  done  by  the  confent  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Lord  Deputy  — ” 

“ About  the  fame  time,”  [fay6  the  Manufcript  Chronicle  iu  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin,  aa  authority  much  confided  in  by  Doftor  Leland,  fee 
his  Hidory  of  of  Ireland,  VoL  II.  p.  258.]  im  Walter,  Earl  of  Efifex,  on  the 
conclufion  of  a peace,  invited  Bryan  O’N ial,  of  Claneboys  with  a multitude 
of  hL  relations,  to  an  entertainment  where  they  lived  together  in  great 
harmony , making  good  cheer  for  three  days  and  nights  ; when  on  a Rid- 
den.-—O’N  ial  was  iufprifed  with  an  arreft,  together  with  his  brother , 
and  his  wife  by  the  Earl's  order . — Hr-  friends  were  put  to  the  fword 
before  his  face  i nor  were  the  women  and  children  lpared*  He  was  him- 
felf,  with  his  brother, and  wife, tent  to  Dublin , where  they  were  all  three 
cut  in  quarters*  This  increafed  the  difafFeftion,  and  created  the  detefta- 
tioii  ot  all  the  Irifh,  for  this  Chieftain  of  Claneboys  was  the  fen i or  of  his, 
family,  ind  had  been  uncommonly  loved,  as  he  was  now  universally  regret-  . 

ted. — 4*  The  Queen,  (fjys  the  Bifhop  of  Chichefter,  in  his  Thankful 

Remembrancer , p.  48,)  ’*  was  ill  nleifed  with  the  manner  of  thisexecu- 
“ tion  : and  was  hardly  afterj  ever  drawn  to  admit  any  excufe  for  the 
“ (laughter  commit: ed,” 

" When  in  the  year  I583,  [fays  D oft  or  Corry’s  Civil  Wars  of  Ireland 
Vo!.  '1  ft.  p.  it  ] the  garrifon  cf  Smerwick,  in  Kerry,  furrendereo  upcfn 
mercy  i to  Lord  Deputy  Gray , he  ordered  feven  hundred  of  them  to  be 
put  to  the  fword,  or  haaged — Wingfield  was  commiffioned  to  difarm  them  - 
and  when  this  Iervice  \y as  performed,  an  Englilh  company  wa*  marched 
into  the  fort,  and  the  girrifon  was  butchered  i.i  quid  blood.  I he  ulual 
and  obvious  excufes-for  this  fever  ity , could  not  eft  ace  the  odtoufnels  of  it 
upon  the  continent  it.  was  received  with  horror  ! ” And  Dr.  L eland,  up. 
on  another  occafioo,  fpeaking  of  this  Lord  Deputy  Gray,  fays  '/ol.  I«- 
page  a8y.  “ Repeated  complaints’ were  made  t>  the  Queen  of  the  in- 
human.'rigour  of  this  Deputy , and  his  officers- — The  Queen  was  affiurrd 
that  he  tyranissed  with  fuch  barbarity , that  little  toas  left  in  Ireland 
for  her  \ ell  y to  rei^n  over,  but  cjbes  and  dead  cA r cafes*  _ ( 

“ In  1581,  [the  theatre  of  Catholick  Religion  relates,  page  379.!  ‘ 
the  coaft  of  Ivetry,  8co  men  except  ti  officers,  were  ftript  oftnet--  wea- 
pons  and  all  flaio,  or  call  over  the  high  ciifis  into  the  0 .1,  potw.tnft 
:ng  the  Lopd  Deputy  FitiwilliamVword  and  faith  unto  them  all,  for  riieu- 
kves,  liberties,  and  fafe  conduft  into  ^pain,- — ” — And  Str  Rich  a -d  f>:»ker 
Dys,  in  his  Chronicle,  page  356  mentioning  this  matTacre  of  the  I rt.h  :n 
Kerry,  ‘‘It  was  concluded  that  the  leaders  fhonld  he  fared,  but  t.^e 
Jriffi.  hansel  ut>,  which  was  pre-fentty  put  i>t  execution,  to  t-.  e great ^ 
difl iking  of  the  dfuecn,  who  detefted  daughter  of  men  who  had  yielded 
ihemf elves  ; and  her  Grace  would  not  accept  of  any  excufes,  or  cu.e^at t- 

h rhe  Raid  OxJD  .“lmoi't  i — 
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* — This  was  in  c pe  of  the  wars  with  the  Eaci  0; 


( *3  ) 

“ In  the  year  1598,  [.(ays  Morrifon  page  4]  when  Sir  William  Fitfl« 
williams  was  entered  upon  the  government,  Ireland was  not  only  peace- 
able  and  quiet,  but  the  greateft  lrifh  Lord  being  called  by  letter  or  mef** 
fenger,  came  readily  to  the  (late  : But  within  three  months  after  his  taking  * 
the  (word  of  government,  being  informed  that  the  Spaniards  lately  wreck 
ed  upon  the  coafts  of  Ullter,  had  left  with  the  inhabitants  great  (lore  of 
treafure  and  other  ticket  he  greedily  fought  to  get  it  into  his  hands,  pre- 
tending the  {Queen's  J'ervice ; but  that  not  taking  eft'edt,  he  made  a journey 
himfelf  into  thole  parts,  where,  altogether  failing  of  his  purpole,  he 
brought  back  to  Dublin,  prif oners , two  of  the  beft  affehled  gentlemen  to 
the  ft  ate  whom  he  deemed  to  poflefs  the  trealure,  namely  Sir  Owen 
Mac  Tool  , father-in-law  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  and  Sir  John  O’Dogh- 
erty. — Sir  Owen  had  been  conftdered fo  faithful  to  the  {Queen  as  long  to 
have  enjoyed  from  her  a penfion  of  aoo /.  a year, — refufirg  now  to  buy 
his  enlargement,  he  continued  a prifoner  till  Sir  VVilliam  Ruffe!  came 
upon  the  government,  who  in  pity  difcharged  him  > but  the  old  gentleman' s 
heart  war  broken , and  Jhortly  he  died , — Sir  John  O’Dogherty  was- 
releafed  after  two  years  reflraint  but  not  without  paying  for  bis  liberm 
ty  ; — at  this  hard  ufage  of  thefe  two  CJlfter  gentlemen,  all  the  great  men 
of  the  Irifli  did  much  repine.—’* — What  fays  the  opprcffive  puritan, 
Borlace,  himfelf,  in  his  Reduft.  of  Ireland ; page  141  ? Sir  William 
Fitsrfwiiliams  was  accufed  of  much  rigour  in  Jceking  after  the  fpoilr 
and  wrecks  at fea,  which  happened  on  fome  of  the  Spanifli  navy  being 
fplit  in  Ireland  ; and  the  enjuing  war  is  laid  to  his  charge .”  “ The  loyal 
lrifh  fays  Dr.Lelandon  the  imprifonment  of  O’Tool  and  O’Dogherty./reOT- 
hled  for  their  own  fafety,  and  the  difaffetted  were  confirmed  in  their  in- 
veteracy-— ” — “—The  people  of  Conaught,  fays  Dr  Lelar.d,  page  194, 
were  feverely  governed  by  Sir  Richard*  Bingham  ; the  Sheriffs  and  other 
officers  of  authority , followed  the  example  of  this  lord  pr  eft  dent : They 
. entered  the  leveral  counties  attended  with  large  bodies  of  armed  men  pit- 
l agmg  the  natives , whom  they  always  affeci ed  to  defpife. — ” 

“ In  1 590, fays  Dr.  Corrv,  page  18,  Hugh  Roe  Mac  Mahon,  chieftain 
of  Monaghan,  came  up  to  the  ftate , that  he  might  be  eftabliffied  in  his  in-? 
heritance,  hoping  to  be  cherijbed  and  countenanced  as  her  Majefty' s pa- 
tentee. Hut  he  found  he  could  not  'be  admitted  at  the  caftle  of  Dublin  , un- 
til he  promifed fix  hundred  cows , — for  fuch  were  the  Irilli  bribes.  He 
was  afterwards  imprifoned  for  failing  in  part  of  his  agreement  ; but  in  a 
few  days  he  was  enlarged , with  a promife  that  the  deputy,  lord  Fitzwii- 
liams,  would  v ft  and fettle  him  in  his  c >uaty  of  Monaghan  4 whither 
the  deputy  took  hisjourney  ffiortly  after,  in  compauy  with  Ufac  Mahon  t 
but  at  their firft  arrival , the  unhappy  gentleman  was  clapt  into  bolts . 
and  in  two  days  after  was  indighted  and  arraigned  before  a jury  of  com* 
monfoldiers,  was  condemned , and  executed , bv  being  hanged  at  his  own 
door  ; and  all  his  eftace  was  confifcated  from  his  children,  parcelled  out, 
and  bellowed  upon  Lord  Marffial  Bagnal,  Captain  Henflcwer,  find  four 
perfocs  cf  the  old  lrifh  fepc — ” [Baker  relates  the  trania£fjon-r-Chron- 
icle  p.  378]— —See  the  difference  of  times  ! — —In  thefe  days  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Ireland  brought  up  cows,,  as  bribes  to  the  caftle  ; at  prefent 
— there  is  a vile  flander  . and  I don't  believe  a word  of  it,  “ That  the 

caftle  is  a milch  cow  to  the  gentlemen  of  b^eiand ” 

“ The  lrifh, who  have  once  offended,  [fays  Col.  Lee,  in  his  memorial  to 
Elizabeth]  live  they  never  fo  honeftly  afterwards  if  they  grow  into 
wealth,  are  fure  to  be  r#/  off, , by  one  indirehl  means  or  other  : fuch 
exemplary  injuftice  is  miniftered  to  your  Majefty’s  poor  fubjehls  there — ’* 
Upon  the  execution  of  Mac  Mahon,  [fays  Morrifon,  p.  j 2.]  and  the 
jealoufes  thence  conceived  againji  the  Englifb , Macguird,  a Northern 
Loid,  in  1598,  began  to  declare  himfelf  difeonrenced  and  to  Sand  upr-n 
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hi s defence} — -He  faid  he  had  given  three  hundred  eeeut  tv  free  htfi 
county  from  a fhtriff , yet  one  Willis  was  fenc  down  north  a guard  of 
one  hundred  men , and  leading  about  feme  hundreds  of  •women  and  beys, 

ajl  living  upon  thtf/>oils  of  the  county He,  and  the  Earl  of  Tyrone, 

cow  firft  combined  themfelves  with  O’Donnell,  to  defend  their  honours, 
ejlates , and  liberties 

“ A great  part  of  that  unquietnefs  of  O’Donnell’s  county*  [lays  Col. 
Lee,  in  his  memorial  to  the  Queen]  came  by  Sir  William  Fitxwilliams 
placing  Willis  there  ro  befheritt,  who  did  keep  with  him  three  hundred 
cj  the  very  rafeals  and fcum  ef  that  kingdom , which  did  Yob  and  i'poij 
that  people*  ravifh  their  wiVes  and  daughters,  and  made  havock 
all-—-' 

“ Young  O’Donnel’s  caufe  of  difaffe&ion  [fays  Corry]  happened  very 
early  : whe,’.  he  w'as  a lad  of  thirteen,  a fhip  freighted  with  feverat 
euriofities  was,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Deputy  Sir  William  Ruflel,  fent 
to  the  bay  of  Tyrconnell  ; where  the  maffer  having  found  O’Donnel  and 
fome  of  his  companions  feduced  them  with  a difptay  of  his  euriofities,  to 
enter  on  beard  his  *vejfel , arid  privately  ordered  his  mariners  to  fail  back 
to  Dublin,  having  got  the  prey  they  came  for— O’Donnel  and  his  com- 
panions were  clofely  confined  in  the  calHeof  that  city,  under  many  wants 

andcruel  refiraints  tor  mpre  than  feven  ye,.rs At  length  by  a defperate 

attempt^  O’Donnel  elcaped^  but  with  the  lofs  of  the  life  of  one  of  his 
companions;  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Ullter,  he  immediately  combined 
with  the  Lords  of  the  North,  being  then  not  more  than  twenty  years 
old - 

“ The  manner  of  ufageof  O’Donnel,  [fays  Lee  to  the  Queen — Defid. 
Hiber.  vol.  1.  p.  96*]  was  moll  difhonourable,  and  difcommendable ; 
and  neither  allowable  before  God  or  man  — For  he  being  young,  and 
being  taken  by  this  ftratagem,  having  never  offended,  was  imprifoned 
with  great  feverity,  many  irons  laid  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a nota- 
ble traitor  and  malefactor,  and  kept  ftiil  among  thofe  who  were  ever 
notorious  traitors  to  your  Majefty- — ” 

Tvoo  inflances  more,  and  I fhall  quit  the  difagreeable  topic  : but  if  any 
bigot  cavils,  1 pledge  myfelf  to  prelent  him  with  o.ne  hundred  : — 

" The  Countefsof  Defhnond,  to  prevent  her  hufbarid  being  declared  a 
traitor  upon  mere  fufpicion,  delivered  up  to  the  Lord  Juftice,  Sir  ^ V illiam 
Drury,  at  Limerick,  her  only  fon,  the  Biihop  of  Mayo,  and  O’Rourke, 
a Nobleman,  as  pledges  of  the  Earl’s  loyalty,  but  it  was  determined  by 
the  council  to  proclaim  him  a trdkor  ; his  fon,  tho’  an  infant  was  fent 
to  London,  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  where  he  remained  many 
years:  and  the  Bifhop,  and  O’Rourke  were  both  executed  by  Drury’s 

exprefs  order ” [Bilhop  of  Chichefter’s  Thankful  Remembrancer — 

and  Abbe  Geoghegau’s  Hift.  Ireland,  vol.  Ill,  p.  434], 

Spencer’s  defeription  of  the  calamities  brought  upon  the  people  of 

Munfter,  by  this  war,  is  really  fhocking  !” “ Notwithftanding,  (He 

relates  p.  158.]  that  it  was  a rich  and  a plentiful  country,  full  of  corn 
and  cattle,  yet  ere  one  year  and  a half,  they  were  brought  to  fuch. 
wretchedneL,  as  that  any  ftony  haiftrt  would  rue  the  fame — Out  of  every 
corner  of  the  woods,  and  glynns,  they  came,  creeping  forth  upon  their 
hands,  for  their  legs  could  not  hear  them  ■ they  looked  like  anatomies  of 
death;  they  fpake  like  ghofts  crying  out  of  their  giaves,  they  did  eat  the 
dead  carrions,  happy  where  they  could  find  them-,  yea,  and  one  another 
foon  after;  and  if  they  found  a brook_of  watercrefles,  or  fhamrock,  there 
they  tiocked,  as  to  a feaft,  for  a time,  yet  afraid  to  continue  there  with* 
al.  That  in  a fhort  fpace,  there  was  none  almoft  left,  and  a moft  popu- 
lous and  plentiful  country  was  fuddenly  left  void  of  man,  and  ani- 
mal s -L — 
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M The  Earl  of  Defmond,  [fays  Morrifon]  having  flreltered  in  the 
woods,  was  found  by  Kelly  of  Morieffa,  lying  in  a hut,  deferted  by 
all  his  friends — Kelly  entering  the  cottage,  found  all  men  fled,  but 
one  perfon  of  venerable  afpedt,  ffretched  languidly  before  a fire — as 
he  aifailed  him,  he  raifed  his  hand  to  ward  the  blow’,  which  the  bar- 
barian cut  off } the  wounded  gentleman  then  exclaimed,  “ Spare 
“ me,  for  I am  the  Earl  of  Defmond;  but  he  immediately  fmote 
off  his  head,  and  brought  it  to  the  Lord  Deputy,  by  whom  it  was 

conveyed  ’o  the  Qu^en,  and  impaled  on  London  bridge. ” The 

Earl,  as  they  fay,  was  betrayed  bv  his  own  followers;  wherein  the 
Ulffer  men  did  challenge  an  honour  of  faithfulnefs  to  their  Lords 
above  thofe  of  Munfter:  becaufe  in  the  following  cruel  wars  againft 
Tyrowen,  none  of  them  could  be  induced,  by  fear,  or  reward,  to 
lay  hands  upon  their  reverenced  O’Nial — ” Lift  Ireland,  fob  4. — 

Thus  did  the  miniffers  of  Elizabeth  cendudt  themfelves  towards  a 
native  people,  whom  they  were  fet  over — to  protect;  and  towards  the 
end  of  her  reign,  that  deftru&ion  which  the  (word  hflfd  left  unfin  fil- 
ed, was  purpofely  and  indufhioufly  completed  by  a famine.— Mr. 
Morrifon  mentions  this  mode  of  ending  the  war,  with  a deeming 
complacency,  at  lead  without  diflike — “ I have  often,  fays  he,  p. 
272,  made  mention  formerly  of  our  defraying  the  corn  of  the  Irf.h, 
and  ujing  all  means  to  famijh  them,  let  me  now  by  two  or  three  ex  - 
amples, ftiow  the  miferable  efface-  to  which  they  were  thereby  re- 
duced— Sir  Arthur  Chichefter,  Sir  Richard  Morrifon,  and  myfelf, 
did  fee  a moff  horrid  fpe&acle  of  three  children,  whereof  the  elfled 
was  not  above  ten  years  old,  feeding  upon  the  fiefh  of  their  dead 
mother,  with  circumffances  too  {hocking  to  be  noted. : and  thus  the 
common  fort  are  driven  to  unfpeakable  extremities,  beyond  the  re- 
cords of  any  hiffories — for  no  fpedtacle  is  more  frequent  about  the 
Newry,  and  in  the  ditches  of  other  towns,  efpeciaily  in  wafted  coun- 
tries, than  to  fee  multitudes  of  thefe  people  dead,  with  their  mouths 
all  coloured  green,  by  eating  nettles,  docks,  and  all  things  they 

could  rend  up,  above  ground — In  a following  chapter,  p. 

282,  he  adds,  **  The  Lord  Deputy  and  council  in  a letter  to  ’the 
Queen,  have  expreffed  that  they  will  receive  to  fubmilTion  two  of 
their  chiefs,  partly  for  the  good  of  the  fervice,  and  partly  out  of  hu- 
man commiferation  ; having  with  our  own  eyes,  fay  they,  leen  the 
lamentable  ffate  of  the  country,  where  we  find  every  where  men 
dead  of  famine — and  we  are  credibly  informed,  that  in  the  fpace  of 
a few  months,  there  are  above  three  thoufand farmed  in  Tyrone 

I have  thus  fatigued  you  and  myfelf,  though  with  a very  limned 
fele&ion  of  thefe  inffances  of  injuftice,  the  remembrance  of  which 
deeds,  and  ’he  apparition  of  former  murderous  oppreffion,  the  black 
catalogue  of  penal  laws  at prefent  exi fling,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
frefh  violence,  might,  no  wonder fndeed ! even  now  deter,  and 
dithearten  our  Catholic  brethren  : But  let  it  be  your  part  to  think 
and  to  atchieve  for.  them,  and  for yourfelmes : Itill  continue  fiedfaff  in 
the  good,  and  glorious  work : relax  not  in  calling  forward  adiffreffed 
and  a degraded  race — into  civil  utility,  and  legiflative  vigour 

Admit  of  but  a few  more  quotations,  and  I will  conclude  a detail 
of  wrongs  with  which  you  muff  be  already  difgufted  : but  on  this 
lubjeft  quotations  are  arguments  ; for  hiftory  is— philofophy  teaching 
by  example 

The  almoff  unremitting  perfection  of  the  Roman  Catholic  profef- 
Jion  of  faith,  from  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I.  is  confpicu - 

ous , and  highly  odiousr and  abominable In  the  latter  reign,  Chief 

Juftice  Coke  maintained  publicly,  at  the  trial  of  Mr.  Turner,  that 
popery  was  one  of  the  feven  deadly  fins  : and  even  Lord  Chance  llo* 

^ Bacon., 


Bacon,  then  Attorney  General,  upon  the  fame  occafion  obferved, 
that  poifoning  was  a popifh  trick — Mr.  Hume  relates  upon  the  aul 
thority  of  Stowe,  that  when  James  arrived  at  Newcaftle  in  his  pro- 
grefs  to  London,  he  gave  liberty  to  all  priioners  at  that  time  in  con- 
finement, except  thofe  impeached  of  treafon , murder  and  papi/iry — 
In  the  eleventh  year  of  this  king’s  reign,  Granger’s  Biography  ac- 
quaints us,  vol.  1.  p.  356,  that  “ Do&or  John  Boys,  dean  of  Can- 
terbury, gained  great  applaufe  by  turning  the  Lord's  prayer  into  the 
following  execration , when  he  preached  at  Paul’s  Crofs,  on  the  fifth 

of  November “ Our  pope  which  art  in  Rome,  curfed  be  thy 

“ name,  perifh  thy  kingdom,  hindered  may  thy  will  be,  as  it  is  in 
“ heaven,  foin  earth.  Give  us  this  day  our  cup  in  the  Lord’s  fup~ 
“ per,  and  remit  our  moneys,  which  we  have  given  for  thy  indul- 
'*  gences,.  as  we  fend  them  back  unto  thee,  and  lead  us  not  into 
44  herefy,  but  free  us  from  mifery;  for  thine  is  the  infernal  pitch 

“ and  fulphur,  for  ever,  and  ever,  Amen- ” And  fuch  was  the 

then  exifting  malignity  againft  Roman  Catholics,  that  this  profane 
and  ridiculous  travefty  was  celebrated,  as  a performance  of  lingular 
merit,  in  a dignified  Proteftant  divine.. 

With  fuch  authorities  for  rancour,  and  perforation  in  England, 
its  operation  in  this  ifland  was  extreme  r and  its  effefls  upon  the  na~ 
five  Iri/h  was  grievous,  and  intolerable  ; becaufe  it  fuggeiled  an  ad- 
ditional ftiraulus  to  the  deeply  rooted  antipathy  of  the  Englifh  againft 
them— “ At  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hewfon,  an 
Englifh  Clergyman  of  Swords,  fell  violently  upon  a perfon  named 
Korifh,  a refident  of  the  towm,  and  took  from  him  a crucifix,  which 
he  hung  upon  a gallows,  with  thefe  words  upon  a paper  beneath  it, 
“ Kelp  all  ftrangers,  for  the  God  of  the  papifts  is  in  danger!’* 
Horifh  went  to  Dublin,  and  complained  at  the  Caftle,  of  the  afi'ault, 
and  carried  with  him  h'13  defaced  and  broken  crucifix;  but  Sir 
Geotfry  Fenton,  the  lecretary  of  ftate,  fnatched  the  crucifix  from 
him,  call  it  on  the  ground,  and  trod  upon  it,  and  committed  Horifo 
to  prifon  for  fix  weeks”  [Xheatre  of  Religion,  p.  117  ] “ The 

fame  Sir  GeoflYy  Fenton /fet  a man  in  the  pillory  at  Patrick’s  Church, 
and  hung  a pidure  of  Jefus  Chrift  about  his  neck  v becaufe  the  fel- 
low was  convi£led  of  having  carried  it,  a little  time  before  at  the 
funeral  of  a dead  friend — ” [Ibid.  p.  1 19.] 

But  thefe  were  only  fummer  amufements,  and  flights  of  fancy  of 

the  fecretarv  of  that  day. Horifh  was  a lilly  fellow;  if  he  had 

quietly  fabmirted  to  the  hanging  and  quartering  of  his  crucifix,  he 
would  have  efcaped  incarceration:  and  the  2eal  which  di&ated  the 
putting  a pi<5hire  in  the  pillory,  was  Toon  to  exhibit  itfelf  in  more 
momentous,  temporal  confiderations — 

“ At  the  accemon  of  king  James,  he  ordered  a proclamation  to  be 
pubiifhed,  flritSlly  forbidding  the  exereife  of  their  religion  to  his  Ca- 
rbolic fubje&s  of  Ireland  ; banifhing  their  clergy,  and  infilling  fe- 
vere  penalties  on  all  who  fhould  be  found  to  harbour,  or  entertain 
them  : and  he  enjoined  th t jirift  execution  of  a ftatute,  pretended  to 
have  been  palfed  in  the  fecond  year  of  Elizabeth,  in  the  Irifh  par- 
liament, forty yedr's  before,  though  it  was  then  for  the  \firfi  time  fo- 
lemnly  published— By  this  a<5i,  all  Catholics  are  obliged  to  affift  at 
the  Prote/i ant  church  jervice  zv try  Sunday  and  holiday,  on  the  pe- 
nalty of  twelve-pence  ; and,  of  what  was  infinitely  grievous,  the  cen- 
ftipes  of  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  for  each  .default — The  Irifh,  fays  Doc- 
tor Heylin,  were  ob  iged  under  fevere  penalties  to  be  prefent  at  the 
leading  of  the  Englifh  Liturgy,  which  they  underftood  no  more  than 
»hey  did  the  Mafs,  by  which  they  were  kept  in  continual  ignorance  of 
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'tfvedo&i  ines  and  devotionsof  the  eftablifhed  church  : and  were  fur  n’t  (bed 
with  ati  argument  againft  the  reformers,  for  having  the  divine  fer- 
•vice  celebrated  in  a language  which  the  people  did  not  underfiand. 

There  was  another  extreme  tyranny  in  this  llatute,  which  enacted, 

that  Roman  Catholics  of  condition,  under  the'  title  of  inquifitors, 
fhould  be  particularly  appointed  by  the  Hate,  to  watch  and  inform 
a grain/}  thofe  of  their  own  communion , who  did  not  frequent  the  Pro- 
tellant  churches  upon  their  appointed  days:  which,  when  they  ne- 
gle&ed,  or  refufed  to  do,  they  were  grievoufiy  fined,  and  condemned 
to  a long , and  irkfome  imprifonment  [Corry’s  Hi  (lory,  Vol.  I. 
p.  74.] 

“ In  the  government  of  Sir  Arthur  Chichefler,  James  I.  fent  in- 
ftru&ions  to  the  (late,  for  adminillering  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  the 
Catholic  Lawyers  and  ijuftices  of  the  peace  ; and  for  putting  in  firitt 
execution  the  laws  againii  Papills.— Harris’s  Hifior.y  of  Dublin  relates, 
that  of  fixteen  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Dublin,  fummoned  before 
the  privy  council  for  popery,  nine  were  cenfured  in  the  (lar  cham- 
ber, and  fix  of  rhe  aldermen  were  fined  each  in  one  hundred  pounds ; 
and  the  remaining  three,  in  fiftv  pounds  each— and  they  were  all 
committed  prifoners  to  the  cafiie:  — On  this  occafion,  all  the  old 
Englifh  Catholic  families  of  the  pale,  took  the  alarm,  and  boldly  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  feverity  of  thefe  proceedings— They  denied 
the  legality  of  the  fentence;  andfaid  the  penalties  levied:  were  un- 
conftitutional : but  though  their  petition  was  prefented  to  the  privy 
council,  attended  by  an  immenle  concourfe  or  people,  the  petition- 
ers were  infiantly  committed  to  prifon  in  the  Gaftle  of  Dublin,  and 
Sir  Patrick  Barnwall,  their  agent,  was  tranfrnitted  in  cufiody  into 
England Corr.y’s  Hiftory,  p.  76. 

You  will  obferve,  here,  gentlemen,  that  thefe  infringements  upon 
the  liberty  of  conference,  and  liberty  of  perfon,  upon  the  domeftic, 
and  fpiritual  peace  of  the  whole  Catholic  body , was  at  a period  when 
the  kingdom  was  in  profound  tranquillity  ; after  Tyrone  had  been 
in  London,  made  his  peace  with  James,  and  was  returned  to  the 
North;  and  that  for  thefe  (Irange,  impolitic,  and  tyrannical  feveri- 
ties  there  was  no  caufe  affigned,  no  colour  of  pretence  fuggefied  by 
the  govern  mem: , but  the  abftradi,  ridiculous  motive,  of  Proteftant  fa- 
naticifru  ! 


Severe,  and  unprovoked  as  this  treatment  of  the  Catholic  laity  was, 
amid  [according  to  Sir  John  Davis]  “ the  moft  calmy  and  mofi  uni- 
verfal  peace  that  was  ever  known  in  Ireland  ” the  cruel  ufage  o'f  the 

clergy  was  Hill  more  rigorous: To  omit  many  inftances^  I (hall 

trouble  you  with  the  cafe  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Lawler , who  was  im- 
prifoned,  and  condemned  for.exercifing  the  funflion  of  a Roman  Ca- 
tholic Priefi : [See  Sir  John  Davis’s  Report,  from  p.  84  to  96. ) In 
order  to  remove  every  fulpicion  of  his  maintaining,  or  teaching  any 
feditious  dodlrines,  Mr.  Lawler  made  the  following  cqnftfTion  before 
the  Lord  Deputy,  the  privy  council,  and  [in  Davis’s  words]  “ ail 
the  principal  gentlemen,  both  of  the  pale,  and  of  the  provinces, 
whom  the  name  and  reputation  of  the  man , and  the  nature  of  the 
caufe,  had  drawn  to  the  hearing  or  the  matter—”  That  he  did 
acknowledge  his  fovereign  king  James  to  be  his  lawful  chief,  and 
fupreme  governor,  in  caufe*  as  well  ecclefiallical,  as  civil ; and  that 
neither  the  Pope,  nor  any  other  foreign  prelate,  or  potentate,  had 
power  to  controu!  the  king  in  any  caufes  ecclefiallical,  or  civil,  within 
that  kingdom,  or  in  any  other  pf  his  majefty’s  dominions — ” yet  this 
extreme  condefcenfion  could  not  fnield  him  from  condemnation. 

“ In  July  1612,  Doctor  Connor  O'D wan,  Titular  Bifhop  of  Down 
.and  Connor,  was  for  -the  fame  qjfence  committed  to  the  Cafiie  of 
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Dublin,  where  he  was  confined  in  drift  condraint  for  four  years:  at 
lad  he  contrived  to  efcape  from  his  prifon  ; but  was  immediately  re- 
taken, and  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered  on  the  id  of  February,  1616 
“—There  differed  with  him,  alfo,  Doftor  Bryan  Carrigan,  chap- 
lain to  the  Bifhop,  and  two  priefls,  Donoughoe  Mac  Reddy,  and 

John  I.une.”  [Theatre  of  Relig-  p.  578.] But  the  zeal  of  the 

Lords  Deputies,  and  particularly  of  Sir  Arthur  Chicheder,  was  f° 
intemperate  and  excefdve  as  would  fwell  my  pamphlet  into  a large 
volume,  to  illudrate,  by  all  the  inflances  which  occur  from  the  ’writ- 
ten evidences  of  the  timers  and  the  king  and  council  in  England  of- 
ten found  it  necefi'ary  to  redrain  it— -[See  Def.  Curiof.  Hiber.  Yol.  I. 
throughout]. 

Thefe  frightful  legerities  not  having  produced  the  intended  eflfeft, 
“ a new  infurreftion,  and  consequently  new  forfeitures another 
expedient  was  adopted  by  Secretary  Cecil,  viz  **  Private  informa- 
tion of  an  intended  confpiracy  of  the  Irifh,  by  means  of  an  anony- 
mous letter-—” — “ Cecil,  [fays  Mr.  Dodd  in  his  eflay  refpefting  Ty- 
rone’s Treafonsl  was  an  adept  indraming  fiftitious  plots,  and  has  left 
indruftions  behind  him  to  fucceeding  miniflers,  at  'hen  and  how  to 
make  ufe  of  them  againd  Catholics.  "1  he  original  of  thefe  irdruc- 
tions,  in  Cecil's  own  hand-writing,,  was  formerly  in  the  pefleffion  of 
Lord  Prefident  Rradfhaw,  who  tried  the  King  : by  whom  it  was  given 
to  Sir  William  Percival,  who  died  in  1697,  and  left  it  among  other 
papers  of  remarks  upon  the  rimes — ” [Ecclefiad.  Hid.  Yol.  111. 
p.  196]  And  the  traditional  account  of  this forged  confpiracy  of  the 
lad  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  other  Catholics,  which  ended  in  their  utter 
deJlruSlion , is  thus  detailed  by  Doftor  Anderfon,  in  his  book  entitled 
“ Royal  Genealogies,”  p.  786. — “ Artful  Cecil  employed  one  St. 
J^awrence  to  entrap  the  Earl  of  Tyrone,  and  l ord  Tyrconnel,  Lord 
Del  via,  and  other  Catholic  Irfh  chiefs,  into  a fharn  plot,  ‘which  had 
no  evidence  but  his : But  thefe  unhappy  noblemen  being  bafely  in- 
formed that  witneffes  were  to  be  hired  againd  them,  foolifhly  fled 
from  Dublin,  and  thus  taking  guilt  upon  them,  they  were  declared 
Rebels , and  fix  entire  counties  in  UIder  were  at  once  forfeited  to  the 
Crown,  which  was  what  their  greedy  enemies  wanted—— ” With 
regard  to  the  fate  of  Tyrone,  Borlace  relates  in  his  “ Reduftion 
of  Ireland,  p,  1^84, ” “ The  Earl  of  Tyrone  fled  privately  into  Nor- 
mandy, thence  to  Flanders,  and  finally  to  Rome ; where  he  became 
blind,  exided  on  contributions,  and  expired  in  1618 — His  fon  was 
foon  after  found  Jlrangled  in  his  bedy  and  fo  ended  his  race — ” 

Doftor  Corry  acquaints  us,  Vol.  I.  p.  89.  “ That  Knox,  a Scotch 
puritan  and  Bifhop  of  Raphoe,  had  informed  Lord  Belfad,  the  De- 
puty, that  the  only  fure  means  of  extirpating  Popery  out  of  Ireland , 
was  by  the  deaths  or  bani/hment  of  the  perfons , and  by  the  confifca - 

tion  of  the  properties  of  Papi/is For  this  purpofe  fever al  new  Bo- 

roughs  were  created  hadiiy  in  Mundtr  and  Conaught;  fome,  and 
thofe  not  a few,  even  and  the  writs  had  been  ifTued- — ” — —And  Sir 
John  Davis  fays,  “ the  new  boroughs  were  forty—” 

Now  this  very  principle,  and  advice  of  the  bifhop  of  Raphoe  to 
Chicheder,  for  “ extensiinating  Popery  out  of  Ireland , by  the  death 
of  the  perfons,  and  the  confij* cation  of  the  property  of  Papi/lsf  illuf— 
trates,  ofitfelf,  the  portion  which  for fome  pages  I have  been  en- 
deavouring to  afcertain,  viz.  that  the  profedors  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Faith,  redding  quietly  upon  their  edates,  or  induftrioudy  pur- 
iuing  their  callings,  and  occupations,  have fuftaintd a conjlant,  rigo- 
rous, and  unremitting  perfecuiion,  from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  to  the 
year  1779— and  how  rapidly  the  kingdom  has  fiourifhed  in  confeguence 
•f  even  the  partial  relaxation  of  penal  laws  which  commenced  at  that 

period, 
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period,  he  who  runs  may  read  Their  fair  and  entire  emancipation 
is  now  only  wanting  to  convert  it  into  the  moft  opulent,  and  molt 

happy  kingdom  in  Europe. For  you  will  alfo  oblerve,  gentlemen, 

that  the  very  means  invented  to  uefliroy  the  Catholics,  has  turned  out, 
by  a fignal  intervention  of  Providence,  the  greaudt  curie  of  the  Hro- 
r.  plants  of  the  kingdom  at  this  hour,  and  the  heavy  grievance  again!! 

which  the  Proteilants  theipfelves  now  exclaim. Thefe  rotten , 

c/ofe  boroughs  was  a trap  laid  by  Cecil  to  exclude  the  Catholic  natives 
of  Ireland  from  reprcfer.tation  and  protection : and  they  now  operate 
to  the  exclufion  of  the  m?/.reprefentation  of  the  Proteftants  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  of  their  Catholic  flaves. 

Doctor  Leland  writes,  vol.  II.  page  443,  “ That  thefe  new  bo- 
roughs being  mod  of  them  inconfiderable,  and  too  poor  to  afford 
wages  to  their  reprelentatives,  muff  have  been  entirely  influenced  by 
government,  and  have  returned  only  its  creatures  and  immediate 
dependants:  And  accordingly  they  were  reprefnted  by  attorneys 
clerks , and  the  fervants  of  the  lord  deputy — " And  the  king  himfelf 
was  afterwards  fo  convinced,  and  afhamed  of  this  notorious  violation 
of  the  conflirution,  that  “ His  Majeflv  foon  after  fent  infiru&ions 
to  the  Deputy,  Chichefler,  that  the  burgeffes  returned  upon  the  new 
charters  from  Tallagh,  Lifmore,  Bel  fad,  Carlow',  Fethard,  Augher, 
Charlemonr,  Clonakilty,  Kildare,  Cavan,  Ciogher,  Athlone,  and 
Gowran,  being  fafely  returned,  fhould  forbear  to  lit  in  that  houfe  of 
parliament.—”  [Delider.  Curidf,  Hiber.  vol  I.  page  325.] 

Yet  thus  purfued  as  the  Catholics  were,  for  they-  lives  and  lands, 
they  boldly  ventured  to  prefent  a petition  to  the  King  upon  this  occa- 
Jion , in  which  thofe  Pap’fts,  who  are  now  held,  in  fome  Northern 
counties,  as  incapable  of  any  principle  of  liberty , and  incompetent 
to  the  poffeffion  of  arms  or  freehold,  dared  to  fay  to  James  I.  in  op- 
pefition  to  his  rotten  boroughs,  “ That  the  managing  elections  for 
parliament,  had  generally  bred  fo  grievous  an  apprehenflon,  as  is 
not  in  their  power  to  exprefs,  arifmg  from  a fearful  fufpicion,  that 
the  projeH  of  ereding  fo  many  corporations  in  places  that  fear  cel y pajs 
the  rank  of  the  poor  villages  of  the  poore ft  county  in  Ch  iftendom , do 
tend  to  nought  elfe  but  that  by  the  voices  of  a few,  feUCied  for  that 
purpofe  under  the  name  oj  burgeffes , extreme  penal  laws  fhould  be  im- 
pofed  oit  his  ma  jelly's  fubjedts” — [Remon  ft  ranee  of  the  lords  of  the 
Pale — Curiof.  Hib.  vol.  1.  page  160]  more  found,  reafonable  arid 
conftitutional  language  never  has  been  uttered  fmee  upon  the  fubjeht 
of  parliamentary  reform. This  remonffrance  was  carried  to  Lon- 

don by  lord  Fermoy,  lord  Killeen,  lord  Delvin,  Sir  Patrick  Barn- 
wall,  and  their  two  agents,  Mr.  Luttrell,  and  Mr.  Talbot;  but  they 
were  difmiffed  and  infulted,  by  a quaint  and  evafive  reply  from  the 
King,  “ That  as  Papilh,  they  were  but  half  fubjedts,  and  therefore 
fhouid  have  but  half  privileges.  It  was  never  before  heard,  [fail 
James  to  thefe  agents]  that  ?nv  good  fubjedts  did  difpute  the  King's 
power — what  is  it  to  you,  whether  ibnake  many  or  few  boroughs? — 
My  council  may  confider  the  fitnefs,  if  I require  it;  but  what  if  i had 
created  forty  -noblemen,  and  four  hundred  boroughs  ? — The  more  the 
merrier,  the  fewer  the  better  cheer, — [Defid.  Curiof.  Hiber.  vol.  1. 
page  120]  And  he  immediately  committed  their  two  agents,  Mr. 
Talbot  and  Mr.  Luttrell,  one  to  the  Tower  and  the  other  to  the 
Fleet  prifon. — Talbot  remained  a long  time  imprifoned  in  the 
Tower,  and  was  compelled  to  pay  a fine  of  ten  t houf and  pounds  % [ In- 
land's Ireland,  vol.  II.  page  451 — and  Defid.  Hib.  vol.  i.  page 
521].  \ fever  e puniflimer.t,  and  a heavy  fine,  infilled  upon  R ornan 

Catholics,  becaufe  they  attempted  to  vindicate  the  conlHtution  !— No 

wonder 


( 30  ) 

y.tsnder  That  the  Catholic  body  of  Ireland  foon  after  became  firft 
broken  hearted,  and  finally,  defperare ! 

T his  new  parliament,  thus  coniiituted,  inftantly  proceeded  to  the 
enabling  additional  penal  tiatutes,  under  the  direblion  of  Lord  De- 
puty Chithefter.  It  appears  that  at  the  end  of  the  fe-tfion  “ Eight 
Homan  Catholics  who  had,  been  excommunicated  by  the  archbrfioop  c,f 
Dublin  for  Popery  v and  imprifoned , were  releafed  by  the  indulgence 
©f  Parliament ; fome  faid  by  the  mediation  of  bribes,  but  their  joy 
"was  fnort- lived,  and  their  reieafe  was  rather  ari  aggravation  of  theiv 
punifhment:  for,  without  any  other  pretext  but  perfeverance  in  their 
religion,  the  Archbifhop  immediately  excommunicated  them  a fe- 
epnd  time,  on  which  they  were  again  fent  ^back  to  their  long , and. 
loathfome  confinement .**  [Analebf.  Sacra,  page  34.]  But,  indeed, 
nothing,  could  exceed  the  tyranny,  rapacity,  and  perfecution  of  t he 
Spiritual  Courts  at  this  time,  exercifed  againil  the  Catholics. — Bifhop 
Burnet  in  his  life  of  the  excellent  Dr.  Bedel,  biffiop  of  Kilmore,  has 
left  us  a very  blocking  delineation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  difeipline  in 
Ireland — “ Thel'e  courts,  fays  his  Lordfhip,  were  managed  by  a 
. Chancellor  who  bought  his  place, %and  fo  made  of  it  all  the  profits  he. 
could  •,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  courts  feemed  to  be  nothing  but. 
oppreffion  and  extortion.’—  the  foiemnell  and  facredeft  of  all  church 
cenfures,  which  is  excommunication,  went  about  in  fo  fordid  and 
bafe  a manner,  that  all  regard  to  it  as  a fpiritual  cenfure,  was  loll  ; 
and  it  was  cried  out  upon  as  an  intolerable  tyranny. — The  officers  of 
thefe  courts  thought  they  had  a right  to  opprefs  the  natives  ; and  that 
all  was  well  got- that  was  wrung  from  them— — ” [Life  of  Bedel, 
•page  37]. 

imprifo-nments  on  account  of  popery  were  then  fo  frequent,  and 
grievous,  as  to  even  alarm  the  Commons,  who  addreffed  Chichefler, 
“ That  his  lordfhip  would  be  plea  fed,  to  rele.afe  from  prifon  all  thofe 
who  lay  in  it,  upon  account  of  excommunications”  . [Commons’ 
journals,  Vol.  L]  But  Chic  heller,  and  his  fucceffor  Sir  Oliver  St. 
John,  were  both  in  themfelves,  Proteftant  bigots,  and  had  a confo'- 
lation  of  confcience  in  executing  the  penal  ftatutes  again!!  popery — 
Doblor  Leiand  fays,  “ Sir  Oliver  Sr.  John  feemed  to  be  actuated 
with  a peculiar  zeal  a-gainft  popery  ” [Vol.  I.  p.  561.]  and  Curry,  on 
the  authoritv  of  Carte  and  the  Analebta  Sacra,  relates  [Vol.  I. 
p.  toz  ] “ That  Sir  Oliver  St.  John  on  coming  over  from  England 
as  Lord  Deputy,  did  put  the  Itatute  cf  the  fecohd  of  Elizabeth,  and 
all  other  penal  flat  utes  into  firth  execution:  for  at  his  entering  on  the 
government,  he  did  indeed  proceed  with  rigour,  and  caufed  prefent- 
rnents  to  be  made  of  -all  fuch  papills  as  negle&ed  attending  church, 

■ fo  the  different  par^s  of  the  kingdom.  The  effects  of  this  rigour 
•"•ere  difmal,  and  exfenfive;  the  treafures  erf  . the  rich  were  thereby 
toon  exha uSfed,  and  ff>e  pwr- not  being  able  to  pay  this  tax  upon  their 
confidences  eve:  v where  fled  into  dens  and  caverns,  from  the  cruel 
collegers  of  it,  whither  they  were  Jomettmes  purfued  by  bloodhounds , 
Tet  on ,.  and  followed  by  a fnCriff  and  a pnffie  of  d;fbanded  foldiers, 
equal!  v furious,  and  unrelenting.  Mr.  Rooth.  a cbtemporary  wri- 
tec,  informs  u«,  that  in  the  indigent  county  of  Cavan  alone,  h briefs 

a fum  than  eight  thousand  pounds  was, levied  in  of)?  year,  by  means 
of  t ’> is  fax  upon  Catholics,  for  not  attending  church  fer vice : Excom- 
rrv.jnicalioTj,  and  ecclefiallical  cenfures^- on  tlie  jfime  -asccount  were 
/ fev.erely  executed  in  every  .part. of  the  kingdom.  I hpfe  who  lay  unr 
der  them  were  conftantly  thrown  into  g(apli?,  wjitin  found  . abroad  j 
S and  great  numberspf  merchants  and  artificers,  being  tfiiis  fonpned 
at  home,  and  hindered  to  tranfabV  bufinefs  publicly, ...ana  in  the  way 
of  open  commerce,  were  fude  only  ■ reduced  to  poverty  ana  d.ftref;  — 

Lvcp 
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Even  their  dead  bodies  did  not  efcape  the  cruelty  of  thefe  cenfurers  ; 
for  if  they  happened  to  die,  while  they  lay  under  them,  they  were 
denied  chriftian  burial,  and  their  corples  thrown  into  holes  dug  in  the 
highways,  with  every  mark  of  ignominy,  that  could  be  deviled,  and 
infli&ed  by  their  cruel  and  bigotted  judges — ” 

Nowr,  gentlemen,  this  was  in  a period  of  profound  peace;  and 
while  the  Catholics  were  cheerfully  and  unrepiningly  paying  heavy- 
taxes  of  another  defcription,  that  additional  revenue  ivas  thus  ex- 
torted, by  taxing  men’s  consciences,  levying  money  upon  their  faith 
and  their  domeftic  comforts;  mental  tranquility,  and  pecuniary 
credit,  was  thus  wantonly  broken  in  upon,  fported  with,  and  def- 
lated— 

Thefe  are  faSls  of  perfection  on  the  foie  account-  of  religious  opi- 
nion, of  which  I know  the  Protellants  are  not  in  poflefiion  ; and  it  is 
an  odious,  and  difgulling  fubjdSt  to  dwell,  upon,  or  revive  ; but  the 
detail  of  them  accomplifhes  t<wo  falutary  purpofes  ; it  exhibits  through- 
out, the  fteady  and  uniform  attachment  of  the  Catholics  to  liberty , 
and  a free  conftitution  ; and  it  tell i fies  that  the  Catholic  body  of  Ire- 
land were  never  caufeiefdy,  nor  wantonly,  turbulent,  or  cruel,  but 
that  ever  fince  the  Reformation,  they  have  been  the  vidLms  of  fucli 
religious  perfecution , and  civil  devqjlation , as  almost  to  jufbfy, 
but  certainly  to  extenuate  ihe  dreadful,  enluing  period  of  1641. 

While  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Ulfter  were  liript  of  their  pof- 
feffions,  for  crimes  which  were  either  never  committed,  or  were  for- 
merly pardoned,  another  def^gn  was  .fet  on  foot  co  l'eize  the  eltates  of 
the  natives  in  the  other  pro-vinces , under  the  pretext  of  a judicial  in- 
quiry into  defective  titles  \ ; I fhall,  therefore,  trouble  you  with  a brief 
detail  of  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  exercifed  upon  the  unoffending 
and  proflrate  Roman  Catholic , in  the  profecution  of  this  Englijh 
mealure,  by  the  Deputies,  and  others  in  authority,  lent  over  from 
England  by  James,  and  Charles  I*—— 

This  inquiry  caufed  a general  alarm  through  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  inafmuch  as  no  title  of  lineal  defeent,  or  of  long  pofl’cf- 
fion,  r.or  even  letters  patent,  could  lecure  the  proprietors  againft  the 
predatory  attempts  of  thofe  who  profecuted  in  the  name  of  the  king. 
The  inquiry  was  rigoroufly  purfued  by  Chichefter — “ The  Star- 
chamber  is  th e proper  court  to  punifhy«ro/\r  who  will  not  find  for  the 
king,”  lays  the  deputy  hbnfelf  in  a letter  to  England— [S^e  Chichef- 
ter’s  Anfwer  Defiderar.  tlib.  Vol.  1.  p.  262.] — And  this  deputy  coti- 
feifes,  [fame  Volume  p.  263  ] “ That  rlie  Juftites  of  Alii ze  for  the 

fpace  of  two,  or  three  years  part,  had  bound  over  divers  juries  to  the 
Star  chamber,  for  their  refujing  to  prefenl  papifis , upon  the  teitimony 
ofwitneffes,  that  they  did  not  attend  the  eliabUfhect  church,  accord - 
ing  to  the  lav 0,  all  which  jurors  have  been pumjhed  in  the  Star-cham- 
ber, by  fined  and  imprifonment" and  he  then  adds,  **  It  is  true 

tha,t  thefe;  jurors  condemned  in  the  Star-chamber,  had  no  Council 

allowed  them. ” [Defider.  Hib  page  265.] 

As  a further  illuftratjon  of  the  unconjtitutional  violence  ufed  upon 
the  perfons  and  fortunes  of  jurors,  to  exto/  t verdi its  from  them 
again  ft  the  Catholics,  I fhall  prefent  you  with  the  following  moji 
Jipgalar  pajfagk  \ • whfeijier  vt€  contemplate  it  as  an  evidence  of  in- 
tolerable defpotifm,  or  as  coming  from  the  quarter  y.hence  it  iflues 
*-■ — if  he  Report  of  the  king's  commiffioners , as  given  in  the  Deliderata 
Curiofa  Hib^rhica,  Voj;  fi  p.  379,  has  theje  words- “ In  this  in- 

quiry into  defective  titles,  the  utmoft  Violence  was  ufed  to  the  jurors, 
as  was  before  obferved  by  us,  to  oblige  them  to  find  a title  in  the 
king  to  whatever  lands  they  piUhed  upon.  Thus,  in  the  year  1611 , 
upon  the  feizure,  by  the  Lord  Deputy,  of  the  County  of  Wexford) 

when 
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when  upon  a commiffion  to  inquire  into  his  m a jelly's  title  to  that 
county,  the  jury  offered  their  verdiff  of  ignoramus  to  the  king’s  title 
their  verditf  was  refafed  to  be  accepted , and  they  were  bound  over  to 
appear  in  the  Exchequer  Court,  where  five  of  them  Hill  refufing  to 
find  a title  for  the  king,  they  were  committed  to  prijon,  and  were  af- 
ter fined  in  the  Star-chamber  fc”  fuch  refufal — — ” This  report 

come?  from  the  cornmiflioners  themfelvesf 

“ One  would  imagine,  [fays  Corry,  Vo).  [.  p.  i06.]  that  fome 
caufe  had  been  given  by  the  Catholics,  or  at  leaf!  pretended  by  their 
enemies  for  fuch  rigorous  and  continued  feverity  ; but  nothing  of  that 
kind  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  v although,  had  the  Irifh  been 
difpofed  to  rife,  it  is  certain  that  no  people  could  have  a more  tempt- 
ing opportunity,  for,  according  to  Carte,  is  his  life  of  Ormond, 
King  James  never  kepfup  a greater  force  in  Ireland  than  feventeeu 
hundred  Foot,  and  two  hundred  Horle:  yet  he  was  all  this  time 
changing  the  properties  of  lands,  tranfplanting  the  old  inhabitants, 
and  fettling  colonies  of  Grangers—”  “ In  thefe  plantations,  [even 
Do&or  Lei  and  acknowledges,  Vol.  II.  p.  467.  J the  coromiffioners 
appointed  to  diftribute  lands,  Jcandaloifiy  abufed  their  trufis  ; and  by 
fraud,  or  violence,  deprived  the  natives  of  thofe  poffeffions  which 
the  King  had  reffrved  for  them  .‘—There  are  not  wanting  proofs  of 
the  mo/t  iniquitous  pra&ices , of  hardened  cruelty , of  ifite  perjury , 
and fcandalous  Jubo-nation,  employed  to  defpoil  the  equitable  and 
UNOFFENDING  p r o P R ! e T o R of  his  inheritance—” 

My  Proteftant  reader  will  here  call  t~>  mind,  that  all  thefe  provo- 
cations were  offered  to  “ equitable  and  unoffending  proprietors,** 
near  half  a century  before  the  troubles  of  forty-onk — 

And  the  troubles  of  forty-one,  were  created  by 

A CONTINUATION  OF  SUCH  PERSECUTION,  AND  OPPRES- 
SION.  We  are  informed  by  Mr.  Carte,  in  hi&  firft  Vol.  p.  50, 

“ 1 hat  in  the  perplexity  of  the  aifairs  of  Charles  I,  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  offered  to  pay  conliantly  an  army  of  five  thou- 
fand  foot,  and  five  hundred  horfe,  for  his  majefiy’s  fervice,  provided 
they  might  be  tolerated  in  the  exercife  of  their  religion — The  tolera- 
tion they  defired  was  no  more  than  fomemefpite  from  the  oppreffions 
and  extortions  of  the  Ecclefialiical  Courts,  and  to  have  rigorous  proT 
ceedings  againft  them  in  thefe  Coutts,  for  Religion,  fufpended 
— To  be  releafed  from  thefe  exorbitant  fums  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  their  Chriltenings  and  Marriages:  And  in  particu- 
lar, to  have  the  extravagant  furplice-fees  of  the  Protefhnt  Clergy, 

and  the  unconfihutional  warrants  for  levying  them,  abolifhed ” 

Now  it  is  very  fingular  to  learn,  from  the  moll  authentic  .docu- 
ments of  the  time,  the  fpecies  of  opprfiions , and  the  denominations 
of  exactions  at  this  time  CtnbVioned  bv  the  ecclefialiical  Courts,  and 
levied  upon  all  Cafhclics  by  the  Rrotellant  Clergy,  as  complained  of 
by  the  Catholics  in  the  above  OFFgR  to  Charles  the  Firff — — 

In  the  IriPn  Commons’  Journals,  we  find  a Remon/lrance  to  the 
King , [Commons’  Journals,  vol,  I,  page  258^]  in  which  is  Hated 
“ 'That  the  judge^-of  the  Ecclefialiical  Courts  were  guilty  of  barba<- 
nous  and  unjuft  exactions,  and  that  too,  for.  fuch  t ights  and  cufioms 
as  had  been  j'ormcrly  in  life  with  the  Popj/h  natives,  but  had  long 
fince  been  condemned,  and  renounced  by  ProD.-hants,  viz.  money 
for  holy- water,  for  anointing,  mortuary  muttons,  M^ary- gallons,  St* 
Patrick’s  ridges,  •foul-naoney,  and  the  like.-,’’-— ->And  how  fhame- 
fully,  and  opprefiively.  the  Pi oteflant  Bi drops •<  did ' expofe  their  reli- 
gio/i  to  lale,  and  to  contempt,  in  thofi.  Kcclcfiafiical  Courts,  fiomt 
whofe  tvranny  the  Catholics  were  willing  to  pwohafe  their  redemp- 
tion at  fc  dear  a rate  as  maintaining  an  army  of  five  thoufand  foot. 


and  five  hunched  boiTe,  is  manif e/led  by  bi/hop  Burnet,  [Life  of 
biftiop  Bedel]  “ In  rhefe  courts,”  fays  Burnet,  “ bribes  went  about 
barefaced,  and  the  exc  hang  e they  maoe  of  penance  for  money  was  the 
word  fort  of  fimony.— *■”  And  in  the  above  mentioned  Remonfbrance 
nf  the  HouJq  of  Commons  it  Hands  recited,  “ That  divers  complaints 
had  been  referred  to  them,  by  fundry  perfons  from  all  parts  of  this 
kingdom,  of  the  many  grievous  exactions,  preffufes  and  vexatious 
proceedings  of  fome  of  the  Cbrgy  of  this  kingdom,  and  their  officers 
and  minifters,  againtt  the  laity,  and  ejpec  tally  the  poorer fort , to  their 
great  inapoveriflbing,  and  the  general  detriment  of  ihe  whole  king- 
dom— which  it  was  conceived  by  the  unanimous  votes  of  the  Houfe, 
after  many  debates  thereupon,  that  all  cf  them  were  very  great  and 
enormous  grievances  } and  fome  whereof,  being  mod  exorbitant,  and 
barbarous,  they  were  of  opinion  ou^bt  to  be  quite  abolifhed. ** 

But  let  us  now  inquire  what  was  the  EVENT  of  this  GREAT  OF- 
FER of  the  Iriftr  Catholics  to  Charles  I.  To  OBTAIN  TOLERATION 
Under  a Protestant  government — ? 

“ Upon  the  hrft  tender  of  it  to  the  government,  a protesta- 
tion ag.iinft  it  was  drawn  up  by  Primate  Ufher,  and  fubfcribed  by . 
twelve  Bifhops ; which  protection  was  folemnly  pronounced  by 
Dr.  Down  ham,  biffiop  nf  Derry,  in  Chrift  v urch,  before  the  De- 
puty, Privy  Council,  and  Parliament*,  upon  whom  it  had  fo  power- 
ful an  effect,  that  the  Catholics’ offer  was  scornfully  Reject- 
ed, and  their  religion  sCURRILOUSLY  abused — ” [Dr.  Corry, 
Vol.  I.  page  109 — and  Sir  Edward  Walker’s  Hiftorical  DilConrfes, 
P*ge  337,  folio—  ] 

And  Mr.  Buvle,  a foreigner,  under  the  article  of  Usher,  whofe 
memoirs  he  relates  in  his  Dictionary,  obferves  “ 'll  hat  upon  this 
occafion  the  Bifhops  of  Ireland  (his  French  expreffion  is,  Primate 
Lffher  and  his  Suffragans)  proceeded  upon  the  principles  ok 
the  most  extravagant  intolerance:  That  this  pro- 
testation was  not  founded  upon  maxims  of  flare,  but  merely , 
andfolely  again/l  the  religious  worship  of  the  church  of  Rome. — ” 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  learned  and  accomplifbed  man  wrote  fo  lit- 
tle under  the  influence  of  the  church  of  Rome , or  of  any  other  church, 
that  he  was  univerfally  impeached  of  fcepticifrn  and  infidelity. 

I would  now  have  done  with  the  ecclcfiaftical  portion  of  that  per- 
fection which  has  been  inffi&ed  upon  Irifh  Catholics  fince  the  asra 
of  the  Reformation,  but  I cannot  find  in  my  heart,  though  fatigued 
as  you  mitft  be,  both  with  me,  and  my  quotations,  to  relilt  making 
you  as  fapient  as  myfelf  regarding  the  nature  of  thele  Orange  extor- 
tions from  the  poor  Catholics,  by  the  Proie/iant  clergy  of  thofe  days, 
which  I have  juft  communicated  to  you,  upon  the  authority  of  the 
journals  of  parliament — you  muft  know,  then,  you  heretical  diffen- 
ters!  [for  John  Knox  himfelf  fuhfides  into  AN  INDULGENT,  and 
merciful  Quaker,  when  brought  into  competition  with  thefe 
ecclefiaftics]  that — 44  1 here  were  great  fums  of  money  received  by 
feveral  bifhops  of  this  kingdom,  for  commutation  of  penance\  that  in 
Conaught,  and  elfewhere,  the  clergy  demanded  fixpence  per  annum 
of  every  couple,  Holy-water- dark — of  every  man  w ho  dies  a muttue , 
fixpence  by  the  way  of  anointing  money — from  a poor  maiy  that  has 
but  one  cow,  they  take  that  for  mortuary — from  one  who  is  better 
able,  his  beft  garment  for  mortuary — if  a woman,  her  beffgarment 
for  mortuary — a gallon  of  ale  from  every  brewing,  by  the  flame  of 

maty- gallons for  every  beef  which  is  killed  at  the  funeral  of  any 

man,  they*  demand  the  hide  and  the  tallow,  and  they  challenged  a 

quarter  befides Sixpence  per  annum  from  every  parifhioner  for 

foul  money a ridge  of  winter-corn,  and  a xidge  of  oats  for  every 

F plow. 
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plow,  by  the  name  of  St.  Patrick's  ridges — The  tenth  part  of  the 
goods,  after  debts  are  paid,  for  portion-cannons,  he,  &c.— [Remon- 
ttrance  of  the  Commons — See  Commons  Journals,  Vol.  I.  p.  261.3 

Now,  gentlemen,  I have  put  you  in  polfefiion  of  the  arcanum  of 
anointing-money,  mortuary,  mary-gallons,  foul-money,  and  St. 
Patrick's  ridges ; which  you  never  knew  before,  I am  fure  ; and  of 
itjelf,  it  is  worth  ^ie  price  of  the  book — fo  buy  me  not,  grudgingly — 

1 am  aware,  it  may  be  retorted  that  thefe  impofltions  were  learned 
from  the  Catholic  clergy  themfelves  of  darker  times:  But  that  Were 
only  to  aggravate  the  guilt  of  the  Reformed  clergy,  wh»  j brotefted 
againft  impofitions,  which,  when  they  obtained  power,  they  Inftantly 
put  in  practice  ; adopting  and  exercifing  the  oppreflions  which  they 
had  abjured. 

If  the  Catholic  clergy  HAD  an  undue  influence,  I believe  that  in- 
fluence is  nearly  verging  to  its  clofe. — Through  Europe  thofe  ambi- 
tious wings  are  dipt,  by  which  thefpiritual  order  foated  to  the  domi- 
nations “ of  the  kingdom  w hich  is  of  this  world ” But  God  for- 

bid, their  influence  mould  ever  fo  far  decline,  as  to  render  impotent 
their  l'piritual  comforts,  and  exhortations;  and  defeat  the  labours 
and  the  example  of  learning,  meeknefs,  experience,  difinterefted- 
nefs,  charity,  and  chriflian  zeal. 

And  if  thefe  unfortunate  Catholics,  “ efpecially  the  poorer  fort,'’* 
as  flared  in  the  Commons’  Remonflrance,  did  pay  thefe  levies  to  their 
own  clergy,  the  hardfhip  and  perfecution  only  became  the  heavier, 
of  being  compelled  to  difburfe  them  a fecond  time,  to  a clergy  w ho 
were  not  their  own:  in  either  way  it  argues  againft  the  Proteftant 
tyranny. 

But  though  they  were  taxed  for  fuppofed  fuperftitions,  they  were 
totally  precluded  from  the  exercife  of  their  devotions. Mr  Mam- 

mon L’Efirange  relates,  [and  with  triumph,  for  he  was  himfelf  a 
perfecutor — fee  Harris’s  Fidtion  Unmafked,  page  99,  Dub.  Edit.] 
“ That  on  St.  Stephen’s-day,  1629,  while  the  Lords  Juftices  were  at 
Chrift  church  in  Dublin,  the  Papjits  were  celebrating  Mafs  in  Cdok- 
ftreet;  which  their  Lordihips  taking  notice  of,  they  lent  the  Arch- 
nrsHOP  with  a file  of  Mulketeers,  and  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and 
Recorder  of  the  city,  to  apprehend  them  ; which  they  did,  pul- 
ling down  the  crucifixes  and  paraments  of  the  altar ; the  folders 
hewed  down  the  image  of  St.  Francis  ; and  the  Priefts  and  Francif- 
can  Friars  were  delivered  prifoners  into  the  hands  of  the  purfuivants  ; 
but  the  people  threw  ftones,  and  refeued  them. — 1 he  Lords  Juflaces 
being  informed  of  this,  fent  the  guards,  and  delivered  them  ; and 
immediately  clapt  eight  Popifh  aldermen  by  the  heels,  for  not  afiTift- 
ing  their  mayor . On  this  account,  fifteen  chapels  were  feized  to  the 
King’s  ufe;  and  the  Priefts  apd  Friars  were  fo  perfecuted,  that  (adds 
L’Eftrange  with  feemirg  fatbfa&ion)  “ two  of  them  hanged  them- 
felves  in  their  own  defence — ” — But  I think  it  much  more  probable 
that  they  were  privately  executed. 

Now,  certainly,  that  a Catholic  populace  ftiould  refeue  thfeir 
teachers  in  fuch  an  exigency,  or  that  eight  refpedfable  aldermen 
of  Dublin  fhouid  not  chufe  to  ’*unt  in  couples,  with  their  mayor,  and 
go  A PRIEST-CATCHI  NG,  does  not  excite  axiy  very  forcible  idea  of 
criminality:  But  that  a Proteftant  archbifhop,  with  a profane,  lewd, 
and  armed  foldiery  at  the  tail  of  his  faeerdotal  habit,  ftiould  inter- 
rupt, and  villify  the  adoration  of  the  lame  . God  in  which  he  had, 
himfelf,  a moment  before,  partaken  ! And  flnotild  imprifon,  and 
peifecute  to  defpair  and  to  death,  two.  of*  the  priefthood  of  the  fame 
Chrift  Jcfus,  of  whofe  order  he  himfelf  was ! Oh  monftrous—!— ! — ! 

Let 
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Let  us  hear  no  mom  of  the  Smithfielis  of  bifhop  Bonner,  and  the 
bigotry  of  Mary  Tudor ! — 

This  perfection  was  afterwards  extended  all  over  the  kingdom. 
**  The  Englifti  Council  acquainted  the  Juftices  of  Ireland  on  that 
occafion,  that  his  m ijefty  in  per  foil  was  pleafed  openiy,  and  in  a 
moil  gracious  manner  to  approve  and  commend  their  ability,  and 
good  fervice  ; whereby  they  might  be  fufficiently  encouraged  to  go 
on,  tjll.the  work  was  fultv  done  as  well  in  the  city  as  in  all  other 
places  of  the  kingdom,  leaving  to  their  difcretiop,  'when,  and  where, 
to  carry  a foffer,  or  harder  hand— ” [See  Serinia  Sacra,  article  lid. 
of  Eh’z.  ftatute]—  This  was  effidtually  following  up  the  advice  given 
to  Chichefter,  by  Knox.  Bifhop  of  Raphoe— 

But  to  keep  in  view,  for  a few  ptragraphs  more,  this  oppreflive 
and  heavy  levy,  of  one  (hilling  per  head  on  all  Catholics  omitting  to 
attend  the  eftalfifhed  Church  on  Sundays,  and  all  holidays — 

Lord  Strafford  and  the  privy  council  inform  the  King  [Strafford's 
State  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.  ^6  ] “ That  it  was  impoffible  to  improve 
the  revenue,  fave  only  by  impofing  the  twelve-pence  a Sunday  upon 
the  Recufants’*  [that  was  thofe  refuting  to  attend  divine  fervice]. 
And  we  find  this  propofal  wa?  readily  agreed  to  by  the  King.  And 
Do&or  Leland  fays,  [Vol.  III.  p.  z6]  “ Bifhop  Bedel  had  united 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  diocefs,  in  a petition  to  the  late  Lords 
Juftices,  reprefenting  the  new  contribution  as  irregularly  obtained, 
and  opprefiively  levied-— The  prefent  Lords  Juftices  ayifed,  [he 
ought  to  have  faid  Lard  Deputy,  for  Strafford  had  been  in  the  go- 
vernment fox  near  a year  before]  that  the  Recufants  fhould  be  Juicily 
prefented,  by  juries,  and  the  weekly  fines  impofed  for  their  abfence 
from  the  eftablifhed  worftiip,  as  a meant  of  providing for  the  army—  ’* 
Which  was  levying  a tax  upon  their  religion,  for  the  providing  for 
an  army,  which  army  was  to  be  ufed  by  arch-bifhops  and  lord- 
mayors  as  an  inftrument  of  deftrudlion  of  the  chapels,  and  prieft- 

hood  of  that  very  Religion? Could  Domitian  have  invented  mose 

ingenious  tyranny — ? — 

In  July,  1633,  Lord  Wentworth  landed  in  Dublin  ; and  very 
ftiortly  after,  in  a letter  to  arch  bi  ft)  bp  Laud,  he  confeftes  that  44  The 
duties  had  from  the  Irifh  were  rather,  indeed,  violent  takings,  ra- 
vifhments  of  the  poor,  than  the  mode  ft.  quiet  levies  of  a pious  and 
Chriftian  King'—"  [State  Letters,  Voi.  I%  p.  19  j 

“ I fhall  labour,  he  continues,  to  make  ns  many  captains  and 
officers,  burgeffes  in  this  paili  >ment,  as  I pofTibly  can  ; who  having 
immediate  dependence  on  the  Crown,  may  fway  the'bufinefs  of  the 
tvjo parties  which  way  1 pleafe — ” Thefe  two  parties  were  the  P10- 
tellants  and  Recufants — Wentworth’s  objedi  was  to  procure  pay  for 
the  army  ; the  Catholics  were  fatisfied  it  fhould  be  raifed  by  a gene- 
ral tax  ; but  the  Proteftants  infilled  upon  having  it  levied  ehtiiely 
and  folety  upon  the  Catholics,  hy  the  tax  upon  their  religion,  accord- 
ing to  the  ftatute  of  the  lid.  of  Elizabeth — 

Wentwor  h accordingly  was  very  fedulous  and  a&ive  in  procuring 
returns  of  his  captains  and  officers,  at  the  entiling  parliament  ; and 
to  the  exclufion  of  Catholic  returns — Mr.  Carte,  in  his  Life  of  Or- 
mond, relates  “ That  a Catholic  was  a Candidate  for  the  City  of 
Dublin  in  oppofition  to  a Mr.  Cataline,  fupported  by  tbeCalile — The 
Sher ff  made  a return  contrary  to  the  w!ifh  of  the  Court ; and  was  im- 
mediut.e'y  fummoned  by  Wentworth  to' the  Star-chamber,  where  he 
fined  him  in  look  and  ptefently  in  500!.  more,  for  his  refuting  ro 
fet  his  hand  tb  a part  of  his  examination,  which  was  to  dilable'him 
from  ever  bearing  that  office  in  the  city.”  44  Which,  a ids  his  Lord- 
fhip,  wrought  fo  good  an  effiedl,  as  giving  prtfent  order  for  a mvj 
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fhcriff,  and  go' ng  to  anew  ele&lon  next  day,  CataHne  and  Barry 
another  Proteftant  were  chofen— ” [Carte’s  Qnnondv  Vpl.  J. 
P-  *7°  ] , . 

There  is  a curious  paffage  refpedling  this  parliament,  illuftrativa 
of  the  ufe  which  Great  Britain  uniformly  made  of  our  unhappy. 
AND  FATAL  D i V I p I pNS! — [$ta te  Letters,  Vol.  I.  p.331.  Went- 
worth writes  to  the  Lngliffi  Council]  “ In  this  parliament  the  par- 
ties were  in  a manner  equal ; fome  few  odds  on  the  Pvoreftant  fide  * 
and  one  watching  .;he  other,  left  their  fellow  fhould  rob  them  ; an 
emulation  well fomented  before  hand—'*  And  an  emulation  well  un~ 
derftood  by  Archbiffiop  Bpulter  near  a century  after.--- — The  worft 
of  this  affair,  fays  he,  is  that  it  unites  Papifts  and  Proteftants  ; and  if 
that  revoncihatipn  takes  place,  farewell  ’so  Englifh  ipflyenqe  in  this 
country — " [Boulters  Letters.] 

About  this  time,  Wentwqrtjh  acquainted  his  majefty  [State  Letters, 
V’ol.  I p.  350]  ‘‘  That  he  fhould  bp  able  to  make  out  a title  for 
him  to  Conaught  againft  ail  oppofition : and  that  the  acquisition  to 
his  roajeily  would  be  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  acres 
— ” — Yet  in  the  fame  year  he  had  written  to  the  Lord  Treafurer 
[Vol  1.  p.  34J.0]  “ How  tu  make  out  his  majefty’s  title  to  Conaught 

and  Ormond,  which  confidering  how  they  have  been  already  at- 
tempted and  foiled,  is  of  all  the  reft  the  greateft  difficulty,  I have 
not  hitherto  receiyed  the  leaft  inftru6l’on  from  your  lordfhip,  or  any 

minifter  on  that  fide — But  he  had  a very  Sufficient  method 

of  his  own  of  title  making,  taught  him  by  Qhichefter—  In  State  Let- 
ters, Vpl  I,  p.  4^.2,  Wentworth  writes  to  the  council,  “ that  he 
had  given  ordersjta  his  managers  in  Conaught,  that  when  lie  went 
there  to  hold  a court  of  Inquilition,  gentlemen  of  the  beft  eftates  in 
the  different  counties  fhould  be  returned  on  the  Juries  which  were 
to  be  held  in  the  fir  ft  trials,  qf  defective  titles:  becaufe  this  being  a 
leading  cafe  for  the  whole  province,  it  would  fet  a valujt?  upon  the 
goodness  of  the  king’s  title  j and  if  the  Jury  fhould  prevaricate,  1 
will  he  Jure  to  have  perfons  of  fuck  means  as  might  anfwer  to  im 
king  in  a round fine,  in  the  Qa/lle  chamber  \ and  becaufe  the  fear  of 
that  fine  would  be  apter  to  produce  the  defired  effect  ip  fuch  peifqns, 
than  in  others  who  had  nothing  to  lofe — ” 

Does  the  treatmen  t of  any  conquered  country  parallel  this  tyranny  ! 
And  what  picture  do  thefe  paflages  prefent  of  the  peaceable,  timid, 
fubuiiffive  difpofi.bion  of  the  innocent  Catholics,  labouring  under  fuch 
accumulated  wrongs—?— 

“ V^eq.t\vorth%  Proiedf^fays  Dr.  Leland,  was  nothing  lefs  than  to 
f\;bvert  the  title  to  every  eftate,  in  every  part  of  Conaught,  and  to 
eflablifti  a new:  plantation  through,  that  whole  province.  A project 
which  when  fir/l  propofed  in  the  late  reign  was  received  with  hoxror , 
and  amazement , [Vo].  3,  p 30.]  He  alfo  obferve?  “ that  needy 
projectors,  and  rapacious  comtiers,  ftill  continued  the  fcandalous 
traffic 'of  pleading  th^  king’s  title  again il  Jhe  poffsffors  of  eftates, 
feizing  their  liindo,  or  fo/cing  them  to  grievous  compefitions— [ Vol.  3. 

p.  13  J ' 1 A , - T oixii 

One  infiance,  from  a muIfitudeV  of  the  cruel  punlfh merit  of  Jury- 
men in  the  liar- chamber,  who  refufed  to  find  a title  in  needy  pro- 
jectors and  rapacious  courtiers,  to  the  ancient  eftates  and  inheritances 
of  their  Catholic  countrymen]  a peaceable  and  unoffending  race,  I 
will  adduce  from  my  lord  Wentworth’s  own  narrative  of  his  treat- 
ment of  the  Jury  of  the  county  of  Galway. — T his  Jury  would  not 
comply,  and  find  ior  the.  Deputy  j and  grievoufly.  they  atoned  for 
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“ We  bethought  oarfelves,  writes  his  lordfhip,  of  a courfe  to  vie-, 
dicafe  his  Majeliy’s  honour  upon  this  occafion,  not  only  againlt  the 
perfons  of  the  Jurors,  but  aM'o  againft  the  ibenff,  for  returning  To 
infufficient  a Jury,  and  therefore,  we  fined  the  fhertff  in  a thoufand 
pounds  to  his  Majefty\  and  we  have  fined  the  Jurors  four  thoufand 
pounds  each ; their  e/iatcs  are  feized , and  thcmjelves  impri/oncd  ti/i 
the  fines  be  pat  I ” [State  Letters  of  Strafford,  Vol.  I.] 

Such  was  the  fentence  inflicted  upon  the  fir  ft  Mngiflrate  of  a coun- 
ty ;•  and  upon  a jury,  who  gave  a verdict  'according  to  their  con- 
sciences ; and  would  not  make  a wanton  conveyance  of  the  inheritance 
of  their  Catholic  neighbours. — How  ill  this  tyranny  began  to  be  re- 
lifhed  by  Str  fjord’s  own  packed  Parliament,  about  this  time,  may  be 
coilefted  from  an  extraff  of  the  grievances  which,  in  his  adminiflra- 
tion,  the  Commons  voted  real  ; and  which,  in  one  article,  alludes 
to  this  cafe  of  the  Sheriff,  and  gentlemen  of  Galway — [Commons’ 
Journals, . Vol.  I.  page  94,]  “ That  Jurors,  who  gave  their  verdict 

according  to  their  confidences,  were  cenfured  in  the  caftle-chamber, 
(the  flar-chamber)  in  great  fines ; fometimes  pillored,  with  lofs  of 
ears;  and  bored  through  the  tongue  ; and  fometimes  marked  in  the 
forehead  with  an  iron,  with  ether  infamous  punifhments. — ” And 
Do<5tor  Leland  fays,  in  his  Hiftory,  Vol.  3,  page  32 — “ The  jurors 
of  Galway  were  to  remain  in  prifon  till  each  of  them  paid  his  fine  of 
four  thoufand  pounds;  and  acknowledged  his  offence  in  Court,  upon 
his  knees. — ” 

Again!!  thefe  united  religious,  and  territorial  depredations  on  the 
Catholics,  by  lord  Strafford  and  the  Proteftant  government,  the  na- 
tives were  deflirute  of  all  manner  of  defence  ; which  is  powerfully 
ftated  in  that  elevated  and  lamentable  Remonfbance  of  the  Catho- 
lics at  Trim,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1642,  “ The  procuring  of  falfe 
jnquifitions  upon  feigned  titles  to  our  ellates,  againfl  many  hundred 
years  polfefhon ; and  no  traverfe,  or  petition  of  right,  admitted 
thereunto:  and  Jurors  denying  to  find  fuch  claims,  were  cenfured  to 
public  infamy,  and  ruin  of  their  eflates. — And  nothing  mull  fland 
againft  fuch  claims  to  great  and  confiderable  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
but  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal^  and  if  letters  patent  be  pro- 
duced, as  in  moll  cafes  they  were,  ncme  mull  be  allowed  valid,  noy 
yet  fought  to  be  legally  avoided  ; fo  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  let- 
ters parent  were  declared  void  in  one  morning,  nearly  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  the /aid  Catholics. — ” [See  Remonflrance  of  Trim,  Section 
II. — Carte’s  Ormond,  Vol.  III.] 

But  l have  fatigued  you  out  of  meafure  ; and  will  now  lay  a final 
reftridtion  upon  further  quotation. — Such,  gentlemen*  was  the  cruel 
Gppreffion,  fuch  were  the  ftimulus  which  drove  the  unprotected  and 
defperate  Irifh  to  the  extremities , and  to  the  violences  of  16,41  ; 
violences  fo  magnified,  and  a war  fo  little  underflood,  that  a critical 
refearch  into  the  hiftorical  documents  of  the  times,  might  vindicate 
the  Citholics  from  the  imputed  commencement  of  thefe  barbarities  ; 
and  afeertain  that  the  ferocious  hoftilities  of  tyath  fides  were  dilated, 
Py  feverifti  minds,  into  incredible,  exaggeration. 


It  would  be  unneceffary  to  fwell  thefe,  already  too  tedious,  page?, 
by  any  further  declaration  of  opinion  regarding  general  Catholic 
Rights,  to  whnh  from  my  youth  i have  fo  frequently  pledged  my 
unimportant  name. 
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The  Bar  and  the  Revenue,  are  their  undoubted  inheritance  j and 
their  fidelity  to  their  military  engagements,  long  eftablifhed’  and 
every  day  exemplified  in  Europe,  fhould  peculiarly  recommeridtbem 
to  the  army  and  the  marine.— If  the  regiment  of  Berwick,  over 
whom  James,  a fugitive,  and  in  a foreign  land,  bem  his  grey,  dif- 
crowned  head,  and  confecrated  their  fidelity  with  his  tears,  Jh'outrf 
fqr  having,  after  a lapfe  of  too  years,  adhered  to  the  fame’ eftal 
blifhed  military  principle,  and  to  the  facrednefs  of  an  oath,  be  con/i- 
' dered  by  Jo  me  Reformers , as  immature  for  renovators  of  the  confiitu- 
tion,  furely  it  can  be  no  disqualification  for  their  becoming  th efoldiers 
of  the  ftate. 

Strange  fatality  attendant  on  the  brave! — Fidelity  to  Religion  and 
allegiance  to  the  French  Monarch,  incapacitates  them  for  the  armies 
of  their  natural  Sovereign ; and  excludes  them  from  a conflitution 
which  profefies  religious  liberty , and  is  flridlly  monarchical. 

As  to  any  profemon  or  defcription  of  men,  offering  technical  op- 
pofition  to  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholc  body,  not  Upon  the 
ground  of  its  being  hazardous  to  the  (late,  but  becaufe  Catholics  may 
divide  with  them  the  emoluments  of  office,  the  fees  of  profeffion 
and  the  wages  of  certain  crafts,  its  tranfcendant  prefumption  would 

create  a contemptuous  lau^h Does  any  exclufive  body,  pro- 

feffronaT,  or  handicraft,  imagine  that  parliament,  and  the  great 
rwafs  of  four  million  and  a half  of  people,  agitating  a comprehenfive 
ar.d  a rciomentous  national  meafure,  will  afford  cognizance  to  the 
illiberaiity  of  petty  monopoly:  or  continue  to  reflrift  two  millions  to 
poverty,  becaufe  that  poverty  may  minifter  to  their  excluji-ve 
gains  ? — 

And  God  knows!  the  boon  is  but  final),  where  the  necefftt’es  are 
fo  calamitous — ——Government  opens  to  the  Catholic  gentlemen 
an  avenue  to  the  departments  of  the  law' : and  to  the  opulent  tradfcf- 

♦ man  an  increafe  of  his  apprentices —in  thenifelves,  both  highly 

acceptable .....--But  how  will  this  liberality  extend  itfelf  to  the 

peafant ? Where  mourn  they,  the  while! — ^within  what 

clay-cold,  rooflefs  habitation  does  the  flrength  and  effence  of  the  na- 

tion  fatnifh  ? No  man  fays,  God  blefs  them  but  the 

contempt  of  neglt-61  is  poured  upon  their  innocent  heads! — 

From  afar%  tbeir  faint  ear  hearkens  to  the  fugacious  found  of  Liber- 
ty, and  for  an  inflant  they  are  eredf  to  catch  the  Iong-expc61ed  call: 
But  it  dies  away,  impotent  to  their  relief,  and  they  relapfe  again  to 
penury,  and  flupor  ! 

But,  1 am  queflioned  wherefore  have  I recited  thefe  ancient  op- 
preflTonf,  whofe  tendency  may  be  to  awaken  their  concomitant  ani- 
mofities  ? 

If  animofities  are  awakened,  their  opiate  is  in  your  pofleflton, 
FOR  REPARATION  is  IN  YOUR  hands: — To  relieve  the  mifery 
of  the  peafantry  is  the  only  objefl  of  my  refearches  ; and  the  root  bf 
their  difeafe  lay  deep,  and  required  invefiigation  to  the  fource! — 

They  a?k  but  for  the  privileges  of  the  Protellant  yeoman!— 

That  you  will  bellow  a boon  upon  them  which  can  nothing  impoVerifli 
yourfelves  ’——that  you  will  extend  to  the  Catholic  farmer  the  esse  n- 
Ti XL  spirit  of  the  conflitution ; whiclwin  the  divine  fi mile  of  the 
Poet,  is  a communication  of  fire  to  the  lamp  of  another,  without  fuf- 

fering  a diminution  of  your  ow'n  light,  or  heat,-r- And  had  ! 

any  foJicitude  to  be  recolle&ed  by  poflerity  I fhouid  require  no  other 
charaCler  to  be  infcribed  upon  my  monument,  than — 

“ Here  is  depofited,  the  friend  of  the  peafants  ; 

The  advocate  of  thofe  who  could  not  return  him  fervict ; 

Egt  the  countiy-people  loved  hi-Td-rp.’’; 
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You  will  oJ)fcrv«,  gentlemen,  I have  not  dabbled  with  any  local 
infler  difturbances — I do  not  coufider  them  within  the  fccpe  of  my- 
preOnt  undertaking  ; 1 have  no  fkill  in  the  invcfligation  of,  pet  tv  op- 
incJflon,  and  the  consequent  reftflance  of  the  mod  calamitous  of  the 
fpecie$;  nor  do  1 pretend  to  afcertain  the  proportions  of  outrage  be- 
tween a local  mob  of  either  religioli -they  who  bring  their  eyes  to 
the  ground  vyill  fee  dirt;  I thank  my  God,  my  mind  is  difpofed  to 
contemplate  the  Catholic  cause"  from -a  higher  eminence. 

In  behalf  ol  that  caufe  I have  thus  far  ventured  to  exprefs  myfelf, 
with  a bo’^dnefs  of  language  originating  frorp  the  conviction  of  truth  : 
and  further  than  where  I have  now  reached,  it  might  be  unnecefiary 
for  me  to  proceed : but  it  is  the  AS  RA  of  unrellrained  (peculation; 
and  however  L may  accede  to,  or  disapprove  of  the  dodirmes  of  the 
reigning  mode,  I rejoice  at  the  prefent  latitude  of  political  difeuf- 
fion.~ — Truflh  never  (brinks  from  the  invcfligation  of  reafon , tyranny 
and  bigotry  never  hazard  the  encounter — the  perfedHon  of  govern- 
ment is  the  pro/perity  of  the  many\  and  an  enlightened  people  cannot 
too  intimately  invelligate  a fubjedl  which  concerns  themfclves,  and 
their  pofterity' — 

For  my  own  part,,  therefore,  I trike  liberty  to  acknowledge  that  I 
do  not  • on  template  the  late  French  Revolution  as  any  model  for  Bri- 
tifh  or  Irifh  imitation  ; but,  certainly,  as  an  abflradf  obje&of  our  ap- 
pkiufe. — The  relative  circumftances  of  our  government  were  difli- 
milar  throughout. — They  were  reduced  to  the  grievous  neceflity  to 
deflroy,  and  to  create:  Our’s  is  the  pleafing  talk  to  renovate  and  to 
rcltore  — We  have  a King,  and  two  independent  Houfes  of  Legifia- 

ture  ; they  languifhed  under  a defpotifm. And  before  the  wife 

and  virtuous  in  the  State,  confent  to  exchange  that  venerable  com- 
bination for  any  untried  experiment  in  politics,  however  fanflioned 
by  ncccjjity  in  another  kingdom,  let  us  pufti  our  Conllitutiori  to  the 
extremity  of  peifedtion  of  which  it  is  capable,  and  hazard  the  trial 
of  it,  in  its  renovated  ftate,.  for  half  the  period  in  which,  for  centu- 
ries it  has  conduced  Great  Britain  to  an  extent  of  general  hum  an  hap^ 
pinefs,  totally  unexperienced  by  ancient  Republics. 

The.prefent  fituation  of  the  French  monarch,  and  the  republican 
complexion  of  that  national  government,  is  irrelevant  to  the  impe- 
rial crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — If  the  reprefentation  is 
THe  people’s  house  of  Parliament,  be  imperfect  and  inade- 
quate, it  is  our  own  concern\  and  it  is  unqueftionably  in  our 
power  to  remedy  it  by  a con/iituticmal  reform:  We  have  no 
COLOUR  OF  COMPLAINT  AGAINST  OUR  SOVEREIGN:  In  his 
^Majefly’s  reign  , we  have  partaken  of  advantages  untafled  in  the 
ifland  for  cenruri^s : Our  grievances  do  not  demand  encroachment 
upon  the  crowrn:  they. proceed  from  ah  unconflitut'onal  adhocratic 
influence  in  the.  people^  fdpufe  of  Parliament,  and  from  a Proteflant 
monopoly  eftablifhed  over  the  ifland.  A corpprehenflve  and  unequi- 
vocal representation  hf  the  people,  ;>yi}l  afford  every  advantage  which 
a Republic  could  hol/d  out,  while  the  twp  fuperipr orders  will  hap- 
pily fhield  us  from  its  excefjes. — But  long  fince,  and  previous  to  the 
military  Convention  at  the  Rotunda,  1 war.ned  my  conflituents  of 
T Iburn,  ;n  niyjhj}  letter  addreffed  to  them,  that  every  plan  of  re- 
form, and  every  effort  for  its  accomplifliment,  would  be  imper- 
fect, and  impo.TE NT,  which  did  not  comprehend  the  Catholic 
intereft  of  the  country  : and  events  have  tejlified  that  however  youth- 
ful, 1 had  not  adopted  a Very  erroneous  fyflem. 

I imagine,  that  though  republicanifm  were  a preferable  form  of 
government,  it  would  be  found  unfuited  to  the  genius,  and  the  in- 
veterate habits  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  that  the  people 

themfelves 
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themffe!  v«s  would  not  relifh  it ; and  therefore  that  it  is  unattainable 
in  the  effort,  and  impracticable  in  its  continuation. 

1 prefer  Monarchy,  as  more  fpeedy  and  decline  in  the  executive 
office  : I confider  nobility  as  a ffimulus  to  the  ranks  beneath  it  ; and 
that  it  is  always  eligible,  where  •virtue  may  be  wanting,  to  fubili- 
tute  fome  other  motive  to  ufeful  exertion,  equally  operative,  though 
not  fo  pure:  And  I believe  that  where  all  are  on  a level,  money 
alone  is  monarch,  nobility,  and  citizen;  and  that , of  itfelf,  is  but  a 
fordid  qualification ! — “ Where  has  difappeared  the  difinterefted 
holdnefs,  the  independent  fimpticity,  and  the  enthufiaftic  bravery  of 
the  Britifh  gentry?”  faid  fome  telly  old  grey-beard  to  Samuel  John- 
fon: — “ It  is  gone,  Sir,”  replied  the  morofe  Doffor,  “ into  the  city, 
to  look  for  a fortune. — ” 

“ I can  more  readily  admire,”  faid  Junius,  “ the  liberal  fpirit, 
and  integrity,  than  the  found  judgment  of  any  man , who  prefers  a re- 
publican form  of  government  in  this,  or  any  other  empire  of  equal 
extent,  to  a monarchy  fo  qualified  and  limited  as  ours\ — I am  con- 
vinced that  neither  is  it  in  theory  the  wifelt  f’yllem  of  government, 
nor  praSli cable  in  this  country : — yet,  though  I hope  the  Britifh  con- 
fhtution  will  for  ever  preferve  it?  original  monarchical  form,  I would 
have  the  manners  of  the  people  ftriCtly  republican — Ido  not  mean, 
the  licentious  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  riot ; I mean  a general  attach- 
ment to  the  common  weal,  diftinCt  from  any  partial  attachment  to 
perfons  or  families — an  implicit  fubmiflion  to  the’  laws  only,  and 
an  affeCtion  to  the  magiffrate,  proportioned  to  the  integrity  and  wif- 
dom  with  which  he  adminiliers  their  affairs. — ” 


Let  thefe  pages,  with  which  I have  troubled  you,  become  popular 
or  otherwife,  I muff  reply  in  the  manly  language  of  the  writer  I have 
lately  quoted — 11  I do  not  pretend  to  underftand  thofe  prudent  forms 
of  decorum,  thofe  gentle  rules  of  difcretion,  which  fome  men  en- 
deavour to  unite  with  the  conduCt  of  the  greateff,  and  mod  hazardous 
affairs;  engaged  in  the  defence  of  an  honourable  caufe,  1 would 
take  a decifive  part;  and  fhould  fcorn  to  provide  for  a future  re- 
treat— .” 

1 am  not  attacked  to  cold  friends , who  dole  out,  with  cautious 
hand,  inadequate  alleviation  to  calamity,  and  temporary  mitigation 
to  poverty  and  forrow;  being  of  the  opinion  of  Coriolanus : 

“ That  cold  ways, 

Which  fee  mtike  prudent  helps,  are  very  poifonous. 

When  the  difeafe  is  violent 

The  part  I have  ever  fupported  upon  this  momentous  difquifition, 
has  been  neither  temporizing  nor  anonymous . 1 never  came  forward 
under  concealed  armour,  but  have  encountered  with  my  name  upon 
my  fhield.  Notwithllanding  the  blight  of  Envy,  and  the  infinua- 
tions  of  Detraction,  I CAN  have  no  felfiffi  views: — I revived  this 
queftion  at  a period,  when  I incurred,  even  with  my  friends,  the 
imputation  of  indifcretion , from  the  univerfal  dereliction  of  thecaife* 
•—In  the  South  I am  totally  unconnected : to  the  North  at  large  I 
have  no  claim  of  protection : and  Lifburn,  by  a majority,  ha?  long 
iince  foid  herfelf  and  me Lifburn. 1 1 which  I loved  with  the  un- 
limited affeCtions  of  a boy\  not  wifely,  but — too  well— “ — who  ima- 
gined that  from  the  honour  and  the  ability  of  hirri  who  went  before 
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me,  in  every  face  I fliould  behold  a prote&or  : in  riper  age,  a friend 
in  every  fchoolfellow : and,  that  after  a noviciate  of  eight  years  un- 
warped and  unequivocal  diCcharge  of  my  p trliamentary  delegation, 
X fhould  gather  a certain  harvell  of  fu  ure  confidence  and  fupport. 
Weill  that  del ulion  is  pail — no  more  fairy-land  in  Lifbum ! Even 
thole  whom  hereditary  bounty  had  fed,  liifled  nature  and  giaiilude, 
and  accepted  the  bribe  of  a lir, anger. 

I know  that,  in  a degenerate  country,  to  be  difimerefled  and  ho- 
nourable in  public  affairs,  is  to  create  a holt  of  powerful  enemies  : 
but  no  man  need  wade  his  fpleen,  and  little  refentments  againlt 
me ; for  though  I have  no  barrier  but  my  integrity,  that  will  be  im- 
pregnable to  his  attack.  But  let  hma  coolly  retire  with  my  book  to 
his  clofet,  and  alk  himfelf,  Are  thefe  things  true ? If  it  be  mifrepre- 
fentation,  let  him  confute  me,  and  beat  it  down  ; and  if  it  be  incon- 
trovertible, let  him  become  a profelyte,  and  amend. 

What  I have  written,  I would  upon  my  death  bed.  deliver  ; I am 
feftridled  to  no  party  : lam  no  enthufiall  for  a favour  tie  meafurc  : 
I unite  .with  no  individual,  but  fuch  as  I think  means  honedly  to  the 
hate,  and  humanely  to  the  peotle '.-cruelty  to  them,  is 
the  ,C  A use  that  Ireland  has  f©  long  pined  in  difeontent  and  con- 
temptibility. — God  has  vilited  the  unfeeling  with  peculiar  judg- 
ments:— Ireland,  an  ifiand  with  the  fined  ports  in  the  world,  and  the 
moll  critically  eligible  fituation  for  commerce,  has  been,  compa- 
ratively with  its  extent,  without  commerce  a hundred  and  fifty 
years — 

An  illand  which  was  inconteftibly,  if  not  the  parent,  certainly  the 
fofterer  of  arts  and  learning,  amid  the  darkneis  and  barb  arifm  of 
furrounding  Europe,  has  been  for  a century,  in  competition  v\i'h 
Great  Britain,  a prodigy  of  illiteracy  j filgut  her  feminaries  of  learn- 
ing, and  her  'bookfejlers  now  panders  to  the  moll  detestable 
' gambling. 

Ireland,  whofe  fecicliar  political  fituation  requires,  and  demands, 
her  Reprefentatives  to  be  of  independent  fortunes,  and  of  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  beholds  a gambling  feminary  plant  itfelf,  and 
flourifh,  under  the  very  eye,  and  fhade  of  iegiftation  ; — like  an  au- 
dacious proftitute,  obtruding,  in  the  place  of  prayer,  upon  the  devo- 
tions of  yirtue.  A gaming* hotife  alTaults  the  feat  of  juiiice,  and  jof- 
tles  it  from  its  pillars  dares  to  rear  aloft  its  fhame-eneircled  front, 
and  boldly  fummon  the  youth  of  Ireland,  the  future  promife  of  the 
country,  to  vice  and  ruin,  to  impoverifh  their  revenues,  to  antici- 
pate debility,  and  to  ft  del  their  feelings  up  tp  the  very  adamant 
of  A GAMBLER’S  heart!  that,  without  compundlion,  remorfe, 
or  ftiame,  they  may,  through  a private  channel  which  runs  into  the 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  replenilh  their  purfes  by  the fqle  of  their  vote\ 
and  barter  the  honour  of  an  Irifhman,  the  prosperity  pf  his  tenants, 
and  the  commence  of  Tils  country,  with  any  pelting  petty  officer 
whom  the  Minillerpf.  England  (hall  fend  over  as  a Ypte  $roker, 
iball  place  upon  the  backs  of  tome  of  the  affes  of  the  country,  and 
corhmahd  the  ariftocracy  of  Ireland  to  bow  down  to,  and  tQ  wor- 
ftfip.  ■ 

And  thefe  judgments  never  will  be  averted,  ’till  nakednefs  and 
famine,  and  a devouring  ty,the,  be  taken  away  from  the  threfhold 
of  the  pe.afant  ’ ’till  his  little  cottage  be  fwept  and  garnifhed,  and 
hLmfelf,  a free.  iv£a  n . 

hor  the  fake  of  experience,  confcience,  and  common  fenfe,  let 
me,  therefore,  finally  * conjure  my  Proteftant  countrymen,  for  ever 
to  eradicate  from  their  minds  the  perfecuting  and  impolitical  preju- 
dice.pf  exc^ing  the  ancient  peers,  the  refpe&able  country  gentle- 
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men,  the  opulent  merchants'^  the  ingenious  artificers,  the  labouring: 
farmers,  and  all  ufeful  IrifKpden  of  the  Catholic  church,  from  every 
exercife  of  citizenfhfp,  from'every  fhare  in  the  government  and  ad- 
miniftr  ition  of  a country,  whofe  WELFARE  and  TRANQJJILLIT  Y 
is  cemented  with  their  own;  is  incontroyertibly  as  much  THEIR 
interest  as  any  man’s  in  the  cdKJmunft^—  and  the  pillars  of 
whole  conllitution  were  reared,  alferted,  and  upheld  by  their  fore- 
fathers I— 7- — -v 

u -JS Ofnlbleft  temper  herbbff-old. 

Arming  to  battle,  and  inftead  of  rage. 

Deliberate  valour  breathing — —firm,  and  unmov’d 
With  dread  of  death,  to  fligtht,  or  foul  Retreat!*’ 

Iht  10  ' .0  a 


A4A  V 
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tn  contradi&ion  to.  all  which  I have  now  ^advanced,  and  without: 
evidence  or  a* guhfia-rrt  to  f^ak'-  td*fhe  Mb’ A b iS IT&t  &E/I3  i&  iou  £-RA  V- 
COUR,  like  the  fpirit  of  the  firft  born  Cain,  the  parent  of  diflrufl 
and  malevolence,  now  ftaifc;  jfof human 

heart let  it  impeach  the  loyalty  and  tranquillity  of  the  whole 

Catholic  body,  from  .the  madnefs  of  a rout  of  peafants,  wearied  *of 
life,  and  deTperate  wM  wvmtS&lfc*' affert;  that* dll 
the  blamelefs  demeanour  of  that  innocent  and  injured  body,  is.de- 
ducible  from  thek  want  of,Mwe^  not  c^f  their  wlllingpefs  tofrebjsi;; 
that  their  cfv.il  o|. allegiancd  varer|imp%jis  d^ffimy^atiort^ : ao4 

that  gratitude  can*have  as  weak  a hold  upon  their  minds,  as  any 

principle  favourable  to  liberty -let  this  fanatical  fury  COME 

FOR  w A RU,  breathing  difcord  in©  FltMfery  dbofom,  Dripping  every 
merit  of  its  reward  and  invefligating  the  moll  deteflable  motives, 
as  **.'*?# 

monUer  will  hazard  an^exnibmon  in  light,  .yve  muTF  arm^againft  its 
poifo.n.  and  offer  it  ip.?hbat£ fW i ^XsItQJ^prefented 

to  u^  by  experience,  history,  and  the  Times:  and  thus  ac- 
coutred, WE  CHALLENGE  THE  SPECTRE  TO  APPEAR  ! 

f remain,  gentlemen,  w i+h~ thwrricsr*" for- 'your  having  travelled 

through  my  tedious,  but  not  entirely  inefficacious  volume,  your  very 

refpe&ful  fervant.- Cenfurej,  op  approbation.  aj&  hourly  becoming 

objeiSls  more  remote  from  m^onfiaerati^TT  ‘Stfcharge  my  duty  ; 
and  :he  gradual  decay  of  my  health,  forewarns  me  it  is  my  fafeft 
confolation  : CO ne rvnyfdfv'Tth e d s 

upon  his  mom^tmiTdn^tfin^fh,  afe  TOmbfiant*©  the  opfmons  of 
fo  respectable  A BODY  of  my  more  peculiar  countrymen— 


Bray, 

January  29th,  1 792 


WILLIAM  TODD  JONES. 
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